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^TO THE READER, 



This Redout is at prefent printed and circulated 
for the purpofe merely of procuring further infor* 
motion J refpeiling the Jiate and hufbandry of this 
dijiri^y and of enabling every one inter ejied in the 
welfare of this country^ to examine it fully ^ and con- 
tribute his mite to its improvement. 

The Society do not deem themfelves pledged to 
any opinion given by the Author of this Survey; 
and they dejire^ that nothing contained in it be con- 
ftdered as their fentiments ; they have only pub* 
lijhed itj as the report of the gentleman, whofi 
name is affixed, and they publifh it, for the com* 
ments and obfervations of all perfons, which they 
entreat to be given freely, and without referve. 

It is therefore tkquejied, that the obfervations on 
reading this work may be returned to the Dublin 
Society, as foon as may be convenient, and which 
will meet with the fulleji attention in a future 
edition. 
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DEDICATION, 



TO 



THE MAR2UIS OF SLIGO. 

MY LORD, 

I THANK you for pcnnitting mc to 
infcribc to your Lordfliip this Statiftical Repc»t 
of the County of Mayo, for two reafon^ j the 
firft is, that, during yair Lordfhip's hofpitable 
civilities to me at Weftport-houfe, you had given 
and procured me much information to compofe 
it ; and the fecond is, that, as the moft cxtenfive 
former in Connaught, perhaps in Ireland, yo^ 
are entitled to a fele&ion on this fubjeft. 

I have the honor to be. 
My Lord^ 
Your Lordftiip's obliged 

And moft obedient Servant, 

JAMES M'PMIAN, 
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P R E F A C £• 



THE prodigious extent of this county 
rendered it neceflary to make a baronial diftinc- 
tion in dcfcribing every individual article. The 
foil and furface^ for inftance — mode of culture ^ 
&c. are fo different in moft of the baronies, that, 
in traverfing this immenfe county, I noted down, 
and ranged under each head, all the baronies 
feparately, fo that, at one view, the mode of 
culture appears, as praftifed in Tyrawley, Kil- 
maine, &c« and fo on* 

The half barony of Errls being almoft detached 
from the reft of the county, and a feparatc and 
diftin^l country, not only in point of fituation and 
connexion, but alfo, materially diflfering in mode 

of 
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vi PREFACE. 

of agriculture, in pafture, &c. I have been 
obliged to treat by itfclf, in all its branches, as 
if a county at large. 

Mayo being the remoteft part of Ireland from 
intercourfe with the interior of the kingdom and 
the capital, I myfelf felt a confiderable degree of 
pleafure in vifiting it, and of curiofity in^bfenr- 
ing the genius of the pure natives, and the degree 
of advancement, in focial manners, of the upper 
ranks, as well as their improvement in other 
points, which it was the duty of my undertaking 
to unfold. And knowing, that others are curious 
as well as myfelf, I ihall briefly obferve, that the 
upper ranks are, in manners and cuftoms, jufl: 
like the gentry of the other parts of the king^ 
dom. There is a flow broadnefs of provincial 
accent, and fome peculiar Angularity of deport- 
ment, which marks thofe, who had not been 
much out of the country. 

No particular degree of ferocity, or groffnefe 
of ignorance, identifies the natives; and the arts, 
fciences, and cultivation of every kind, feem 

difiufcd 
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PREFACE. vii 

difFufcd here among all ranks, as throughout 
the kingdom. 

But uncultivated exotic animals will every 
where, as well as here, difgrace fociety, while 
others could ornament the proudeft and moft 
refined of nations. 

The native urbanity, that every where diftin- 
guifhes the Irifh peafant, and the defire to oblige, 
is no where more confpicuous than here. 

Conceiving the arrangement of the different 
fubjefts, as made by the Dublin Society, a good 
one, I have adopted and adhered to it as much 
as poffible. It is prefixed to this Report. 

This Report, though diftated by the gentle- 
men of the county, is not offered as perfeft. It 
is, after publication, like all thofe of the other 
counties, to be fubmitted to the perufaf and im- 
provement of the principal gentlemen of Mayo, 
whofe fuggeflions and alterations fhall^ in the 
next edition of this Report, be received, and 
treated with due attention a»d refpcft. 

lu 



Digitized by 



Google 



viii PREFACE^ 

In tranfcribing the notes^ which I had taken io 
the different baronies, I found, under fome heads, 
a teazing tautology; to avoid which I have, in 
fome inftances, given the inftruftions I received, 
and obfervations I made, at once, without going 
into this divifion* 

I have adopted Dr. Beaufort^s map, which, till 
an aftual furvey takes place, I conceive to be the 
beft. To this map I have added fome roads. 
It is probable, before this Report fliall again 
have been printed, that an aftual map, which 
is in contemplation, will appear, which will re- 
move every inaccuracy or defeft on that head* 
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SUGGESTIONS OF ENQUIRY 

FOR GSHTLEMEN WHO SHALL UNDERTAKE THE FORMING OF 

AGRICULTURAL SURVEtS. 



GEOGRAPHICAL STATE AND CIRCVMSTANCSS. 

Situation and Extent^ 

Dlvifions) 

Climate, 

Soil and Surface, 

Minerals, 

Water. 

AGRICULTURE. 
Mode of culture. 

Extent of it, and of each fpecies of grain fowed, 
Courle of crops, 
Ufe of oxen— 4iow harneiTed, 
Nature and ufe of implements of hufbandrjr, 
Markets for grain, 
Ufe of green food in winter. 

PASTURE. 

Nature of it. 

Jketdi of caule— -how far improved, 

' ———how far capable of further improvement. 

Markets or Fairs for them^ 

b General 
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X SUGGESTIONS 

Genera! prices. 

Modes of feeding— kow fiur houled in winter^ 

Natural grafl*es» 

Artificial grafles« 

Mode of bay-making. 

Dairies, their produce, 

Prices of hides, tallow, wool, and quantity fold* 

FARMS. 
Their fize. 

Farm houfes and offices. 

Mode of repairing them, whether by landbrd or tenant. 

Nature of tienures. 

General (late of leafes, 

of particular claufes therein. 

Taxes or Ce&s paid by tenants. 

Proportion of working horfes or bullocks, to the fize of fitfms^ 

General fize of fields, or encloflires. 

Nature of fences. 

Mode of hedge-rows, and keeping hedges. 

Mode of draining. 

Nature of manures* 

GENERAL SUBJECTS. 
Population, 

Number and fize of nliages and towns, 

Habitation, fuel, food and doathing of the lower nmlt«--their 
general coft. 

Price of wages, labour and prorifions, 

Sute of tithe, its general amount on each article— what arti- 
cles are exempt, and what charged by modus, 

Ufe of beer and fpirits — ^whether cither or which is incrcafing, 

Sute of roads, bridges, &c. 

-— — of navigations and navi^dJe rivers, 

— — offifherieSf 

Sute 
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or ENQUIRT. xi 

Stste q( education, fchools, and charitable inlBtimonf » 

— — of abfentee and refident proprietors, 

*— — of circulation of money or paper, 

■ ■ ■' of Arming or agricultural focieties, 

—— of manufa^res, whedier increafing, 

——of encouragement to them, and the peculiar aptneis of 

^e fituation for their extenfion, 
— - of mills of every kind, 
— of plantations and planting, 

— • of the effedb of the encouragement heretofore ^ven to 
them by the Society, particularifed in the lift annexed. 
" ■ of any improvements which may occur for future en- 
couragement, and particularly for the prefervation of 
the trees, when planted, 
» ' of nurferies within the county and extent of fales* 
Price of dmber and ftate of it, in the county, 
Q^dty of bog and wafte ground, 
PoffibiKty and means of improving it, 
Obftacles to it and beft means of removing them. 
Habits of mduftry, or want of induftry among the peojJe, 
The ufe of the Englifh language, whether general, or how ht 

increafing. 
Account of towers, caftles, monafteries, ancient buildings, or 

places remarkable for any hiftorical event. 
Churches — refident clergy, glebes and glebe houfes. 
Whether the county has been aftually furveyed, when and 

whether the furvey is puWifhed. 
Weights and meafures, liquid or dry— -in what inftances are 

weights affigned for meafures— or vice ver/a. 
The weight or meafure, by which grain, flour, potatoes, butter, 

Ice. are fold* 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. 



CBOGAAPHICAL STATE AND ICODEEK CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Page. 
Situation and Extent, - « - - i 

JDtvifionSp -.•---- 2 

Climate, -^-----ij. 
Soil and Surface, ^ - - - - if • 

Particular Jkuation, connexion, and extent of tie 

feveral Baronies, - - - - 3 

Soil and Surface of the d^erent Baronies, - 6 
Minerals, • ^ . * - * ip 

Water, - - i- * -• -21 
AGEICULTURE9 - - -p ^ • ^3 

Mode of Culture, - - - - -p- 1^. 
JEi^^ii^ 3^*/, ij«rf 2^ ^tfri ij^w/ 2/* Grain fonved, 27 
CM/r/^ j/* Cr^/, - - - . ^ 21 

tj^ j/* Oxen^'^how harnejfed, - * ^ 34 
Nature and ufe of Implements of Hu/bandry, - 35 
Markets for JSrain, - - - -' - 37 
;L[/i of green Pood in Winter, - - - 38 
PafturC'^Nature of it, r - - - 40 
. / ' Breed 



Digitized by 



Google 



M CONTENTS. 

Page. 

Breed of Cattle^ how far improved-^hotv far capa-' 

bk of further improvement^ - - - 42 
Markets or Fairs for Cattle^ • • " 45 

Lifl of the Fairs, - - - - - 47 

General Prices y - - - - - 52 

Modes of Feeding — how far houfed in Winter y - 53 
Natural Grajfes, - - - - "55 

Artificial GraffeSy - - ^ - - - ih* 
Mode (f Hay-makingy - - - - - 56 

Dairies y their Produce y - - - - 5 8 

Prices if Hidesy Tallowy Wooly an^ ^^ntities Jbldy 59 
Farnu — their ft%ey - - -- -- 6 1 

Farm Houfes and OfficeSy - - •- ,-» 64 
Mode -ef repairing themy whether by X^amUord pr 

tenant y - - - * • * 66 
Nature of Tenures f General Jiate efL&feSy orpaT^ 

ticular Claujes iher^iny - - . - 67 
Taxes or Ceffes paid by Tenants^ - - - 68 
Proportion of nvoriing Horfes -or Btdlocls to tie . 

ftze of Farms y - \. - - • ••65^ 
General ftze ef Fields or Enclofuresy • T 7^ 

Nature of FenceSy - - - - -72 

Mode tf HedgeronvSy and keeping Hedges y - 74 

Mode ef Drainingy - - - ^ * 75 
Nature of Manuresy - - - • ..77 
GENERAL SUBJECTS. — Populationy - V <I 

Number andftze of Villages and ToionSy - - 83 
Habitation y Fuely Foody and Cloathing of the Lower 

liank — their general Cofy • - -* 86 

Price 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS* XT 

Page. 
Price of Lahur and Provtftons^ - - • po 

State ofTkbey its general Amount on each Article; 

* 'what Articles are exempt^ and what charged 

by Modus ^ •• - - - - pi 

Ufe of Beer "and Spirits — whether either or which 

is enereq/ing^ - - - - - p2 
State of Roads i Bridges ^ fcfr, - - - p^ 

Of Navigations and navigable Rivers f - - 94 
OfFiJheriesi .* - - . ' . .95 
State of Education^ Schools y and charitable InftitutionSy 97 
Of ahjentee and rejident Proprietors^ - - 100 

Of Circulation of Money or Paper ^ - -107 

Offarming or agricultural focieties^ ^ - ib* 

Of ManufaBures — whether encret^g^ - - ib» 
Cf Encouragement to them^ and the peculiar aptnefs 

of Situation for their ext en/ion^ - - no 

Cf Mills of every kindi - - - - 1 12 

Plantations and Plantings - - - - 114 
Of the EffeEls of the Encouragement heretofore given 

by the Society , particularized in the Lift annexed^ 1 1 <J 
Of any Improvements, which may occur for future 

Encouragement, and particularly for the pre^ 

fervation of the Trees when planted, - • 117 
Cf Nurferies within the County, and Extent of 

Sales, - -• - - -. - 118 

Price of Timber, and State of it, - - - ib. 
^antity of Bog and wqfte Ground, - - 1 19 

Pojfibilit) 



Digitized by 



Google 



xri CONTENTS. 

Page. 
Poffihility and means of improving it^ - - 1 2 1 
Obftacles to it, and hejl means of removing thofe Ob^ 

faclesy -...-- 122 
Habits oflnduftry^ or want of it among the People^ 1 26 
The ufe of the Englifb Language^ whether general^ 

or how far encreqfing^ - - - - 1 27 
Account of Towers^ Caftles^ Monqfteries^ Ancient 

buildings^ or places remarkable for any hiflo^ 

rical events - • ^ - - i ^, 

Whether the County has been aSually furveyed"^ 

when and whether the Survey is publifbed^ 154 
Weights and Meafures liquid and drys in what 

in/lances are Weights qffigned for MeafureSf 

and vice verfay - - - - * 155 
The Weight or Meafure^ by which Grain, Flour, 

Potatoes, Butter, 55V. are fold, - - ib* 

HALF BARONT OF ERRI8» tb* 

Situation ^nd Extent, £tfr. £?V. toV. 



ERRATA. 

Page 1 9» line 9^ for owes read yields* 
Page 21, line 2\, for g^read of, 
^ Page 79, line 15, join infiead of disjoining /f^-m^. 
Page 138, line 19, after the words I have^ read chiefly • 
Paige 159, line 10, for hardy read handy. 



Digitized 



b; Google 



^ 



t 



Y r /. ro:> 



x^ 






t>^rAM 



o 



. ) 



Digitized 



by Google 



KiUK 



>^ 



A 



m 



•i^\ 



-^jfif iMUK^jciit: ''-.Jit • ■^- «- =- • 



t\ ^>:^&r »A/ 



v-^o^ \i\ v.- 



v^ 



• 6 



•_ 



Digitized 



by Google 



STATISTICAL SURVEY 



or TRB 



COUNTT OF MATO, 



■ — »#•<• 



GEOC&AFHICAL STATE AND MODERN CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Situation and Extent. 

1 HE County of Mayo cdnffitutea about oAt€qiztc 
dcgrre^ of the furface of tMs Idngdom; ^o^^^^ from 
DowapaaAck Head, north, to the l>Ajge 6f -Shrtile, 
fiMnJi oi i^linrobe, cannot be Mi itikdmftialih 
and froto the bridge o)F Lung^ ttcir BalK&eflfeciti to 
the fea, weft of Newport Pratt/ about fflRy, <«cWfive 
of twenty-five miles .from thfeiicd to the 'north weft 
of Erris, whkh would extend that direftion to fevttity- 
five miles. It is bounded, on the north and weft, by 
the Atlantic Ocean, and on the fouth and eaft, by 
Sligo, Rofcommon, and Galway. 

Caftlebar, the principal town, is forty hiiles fouth 
weft of Sligo and thirty four north of Galway. 

Long. 9. 8. W. Greenwich, Lat 53. 50. N. 

^ B Divt^oni* 
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tt 18 dlTided iato luiie Baronies^ Tyrawley^ Carra, 
Burrifhooly Erris, Murriflcy Kilmaine^ Clanmormy 
Coilello> Gallen. ThdriUaadon, connexion, extent^ 
foil, &€• fliall appear leparately under re^Aivc 
heads. Thofe nine baronies coot^ Jlixty-two pl« 
riflies. 



ClimaU. 



The BOFthweft fitoati<Hi of this 0un^, Its proKi* 
aky t^ the .^e^ the immenfe trafts xsi bpgs# 
and the bigheft moiiat^^ of the luQgda&v ouiiet 
propoptkoal 4^f€ ,of moiftnre, rain, and Q>ld com«< 
pared tq the more Southern and inf^rbr part of ^tHc 
kiogdoai, notjb mi^h, however, as to canie any ende« 
fliic.diforders, or to require any peculiar warmth of 
drds. 

SoH and Suffacr. 

The foil and fiirface of the whole county is foTery 
extenfive, and differs fo cxceedmgly, no general 

dcfcxiption 
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OF THE comrrr of mayo. 5 

defcnpdon could ever ^ve a correct idea of them i 
after mentioniag, under the followmg article^ the co&^i 
nexion^ fituation» and extent of the feVeral baronies^ 
the defcribingy under the fubfeqneat one^ their toSi and 
fiirface will exhibite a tolerable view of the whole. 



PISLTICULAR SITUATION, CONNEXION, AND SXTfiKT 

'J 
- OF THE SEVERAL BARONIES. 

Barcmy of Tyrawkjf 

Is fituated on the north of the county, bounded by 
the Atlantic Ocean on the north, mountains of Erris 
on the weft, on the fouthby the barony of Carra, and 
on the eaft by the river Moy, which divides it from 
the county of Sligo and the barony of Gallen $ it is 
;d>out twenty-eight miles long by fixteen broad. 



Barony tf Burri/hool^ 

ts about forty nules long from caft to weft, that 
is, from Rehil Head to Berincarra mountain, and 
thirty broad from north to fbnth, that is, from 
Roflbw ibuthward to Ballycroy, including the moun« 
tains north. It is bounded on the &ohh by Erils, 

B a -^ on 
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4, STATISTICAL SURVEY 

on the fouth by the barony of Murriiki on the eaft by 
the barony of Tyrawley, 9nd Carra^ and on the weft: 
by Clare B^y^ and tbp Adfui^c Ocean* 



Barony of Murri/k^ 

Is twenty^fonr sdles long fr6m Driminduff to 
Ogoule, and twelve broad from Rofsbeg to ErrifFj 
the Killery bay^ and fome of the monntam8> of that 
name> dmde it fbuth from Gal way ; the ocean bounds 
it on the north and weftj and on Ae eaft the ba-< 
rony of BurrUhoole« 



' V Barony ofKUnrnntf 

Is bounded on the eaft, and fouth/ by the county of 
Galway, and part of Cknmorris barony^ and on the 
north and weft^ by parts of Qanmorris and Carra« 
It is about eighteen n^les fquare« 



Barony of Co/ielh* 

T^ otcnt of tUs b^ony is m length from Cloon-» 
lis, mewng the coyn^ gf SWgQ, to Dunmai^rceny 

in 
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OF THE COUNTY OF MAYO. j 

la, the county of Galway, upwards of thirty mileg^ 
Qprth and fouth; and in breadth^ from Banada^r 
which mears the county Rofcommon^ to the bridge of 
Ballahooly, which divides it from Clanmorris^ above 
twenty miles eaft and weft. 



Barony of Carta ^ 

Is twenty miks long, from the famous gap of Bar* 
oagee, which here divides it from Tyrawley^ to the 
lake of Loughmafk^ in the county of Galway; and 
fourteen miles broad, from Ballinafad to the coach 
gap, turnmg to Mr. Browne's, in the barony of 
Murriflc. 

Barony of Clanmorrhp ^ 

Is fourteen miles long from eaft to weft, from 
north to fouth about (even ; it is bounded by the bft» 
rony of Carra on the north and weft, by Coftella 
on the eaft, and by Galway on the fouth. 



Barony of Gotten. 



This ter0&y is fixteen «ule$ long, from the bridge 
of Cloonfala ta BaUybroony, and tMrtcea mil^ 
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t 

in breadth, from Kilmore to Cragga ; bounded "on 
Ac Ibmh by Coftello, on the north by Tyrawley 
and the county of Sligo, and on the we{{ by Cairra 
:ind Cl^morris. 



Barony of JSrHs, 
Shall be treated of by Ufelf, in all particulars^ 

SOIL ilND SURFACE OF THE DIFFERENT BARONIES* 

Barony of Tyrawley, 

From BalUna to Killalla, the foil b remarkably 
various ; fome deep and rich about Ballina; there 
for three miles to the Moyne, moory and poor. 

The Moyne, about KUlalla, down the Laggan, to 
die fea, except fome moory mixtures, are all a dark 
Drown, fandy, and gravelly loam, moft of it on a 
limeftone bottom. 

The foil of Moyne is a ruddle red, and (UU of a 
peculiarly rich quality, on limeftone rock and gra- 
vel 5 which rednefs, riierefore, cannot be afcribable to 
:i:&mi^nbiia tincture, but to^an ad^Qixttire of bitumi- 
W^B-miMeu Sotee other groundi, in the neighbour* 

hood. 
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hood, have a tilly rednefs, bat they are not.only b ia 
coiQur, but in Quality. 

The dU^ance from Ballma, to the iea north, is 
about fifteen miles, including the Xiaggan ; and from 
die river Moy, eaft, to the mountains of Erris, wefl, 
from twelve to fourteen miles, (even miles of which 
breadth is mountain, on Tyrawley fide. 

The champaign parts of this fcope arc int^rjperfed 
with fcveraLgentlcmen's feats, veryprctdly fituated, 
in view of the feaj the Moy and Rathfran rivers, 
the poinfs of land,, and broken iflands of the fea^ 
enliven and improve thofc views. 

Pahnerftown, the feat of Mr. Palmer, is beautifully 
iituated m very fine views of this fcene. 

Summerhill,. the feat of Captain Palmer, enjoys its 
ihare of thofe beauties ; and fb do many others. 

In travelling fouth wed from Kilcummen Hcad^ 
where the French landed, the grounds fwell for a 
few miles, into high hills, the tops of which are co^ 
vered with heath ; the fides and vallies green, and 
fome remarkably fertile. But thefe hills foon de« 
generate into black mountains, which ftretch abput 
feven miles deep, all along the north weft border of 
Tyrawley ; meedng, as they proceed, the mountains of , 
Erris, in a r^m of about twenty-five miles. 

In going Ibuthward, from ^thofe mountainy biHs^. 
through the interior of the barony, as far as Loughcoa 
lake, on the border of which I am naw writing, om, 

is 
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is induced to eftcem it, not only a good country for 
tillage and pallure, as fhall appear more pardcularly 
under the refpe^ivc head^ on thofc fubjefts, but 
even handfome, in point of natiir^ beauties, gentle- 
men^s leats, and improvements. 

Colonel Cuffe's very extenfive and handfome de- 
mefne and houle are iituated to very great advan* 
tagc, in Ibme very fine views of the Deel river, Lough- 
ton lake, and the diftant mount^n of Nefin, and 
fome others. The profpeft, from the top of the 
Caftle^ is exceedingly pifturefque. This leat is cal- 
led Deel Caftle. Mr. Ormfbys* houfe. Colonel Jack- 
fon^s, and Captain ODonnel's little villa, enjoy 
every advantage of fituation on this lake. 

In this neighbourhood is Abbeytown, the feat of 
Mr. Wm. Orme, on the Deel water ; the demefne 
b of prime quality, and fupplies the houfe abundantly 
Vith the ufual ncceflaries. It is very neatly enclofcd, 
and its chearful alpeft announces the good humour 
of the manfion. Within a few miles of all thofe 
places, Mr. Paget has built an excellent houfe a,t 
SjQOckglafs, and is every day enlarging a good de- 
mefne, by reclaiming rivers and bogs; there arc 
alfo fcveral others. 

Farther weftward, near Mount Nefin, is Carrukeel, 
the charming villa of Captain Burke; it is ^exqui- 
iitely neat| and in a moft romantic fituation. Here- 
about, in this dired^ion, is terminated the green 
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part of the barony of Tyrawley. Here rifes into 
the clouds the noted mountain of Nefio> to a height 
of about 2)590 feet; and north and * fouth lies fcat- 
teredj to an extent of upwards of iixty milesj a con* 
tinned traft of fubordinate mountains^ terminating, 
on the one hand, in Erris, and, on the other^ in the 
Oxmountains, near Ballyfadare, in the county of Sligo. 
Thofe mountains are not only of prodigious extent 
in length) but alfo in breadth, as (hall appear under 
the head of mountains, &c« 

I now write this, after travelling them about 
twelve miles acrofs, from the north eaft of Nefin 
to Newport, without any variety \o relieve the eye, 
except the great and delightful glen of Bohedoon, 
and the extenfive woods, that fweep along the wind- 
ings of G>lnabinne river. All this fuddenly appears 
in defcending to the weft of Nefin. The river, at 
firft fight, for a quarter of a mile, down this glen, 
glares through the wood. And the banks of the 
river, as much as the leaves and branches difcloie, 
are tinged with a verdure of exquifite hue. The 
"woods fometimes branch away, from the river, along 
the glens of Nefin, and fometimes e^^pand into wide 
flurtings along the bale of the mountain. 

This fort of fcenery entert^s the traveller fpr a 
couple of miles, till after Hoping away a confiderable 
diftance from the glen, Beltra-lake makes its ap^ 
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j^rance, aod ibon afterwards the iflahds of Nev« 
port-bay ^nd the towA. 

This towh 18 prettily fituated^ and (tUpi of con-' 
fiderable burden come up to fome of the doors ; the 
harbour is fafe and excellent, but any Kttle trade, 
that was, is removed almoft entirely to Weftpdrt. ' 
This is ill the 



Barony^ of Burrt/htx>L 

The jToil is here a deep gravelly, moftly moory 
loam, pretty good for tillage, in which it may be 
. faid to be exclufively employed. The face of the 
champaign part of this barony is entirely compofed 
of high hills, of a fpheroido-conical fliape, and in- 
tervening valleys, of an. extent always proportionate 
to the magnitude of the hills. With little, if any ex- 
ception, they are all a reclaimed moor. In looking 
around thofe hills, they appear a ruflet grey wilder- 
nefs, for want of houfes, which are all built in the 
vallies to elude the weftern ftorms. 

"Weft of Newport, the ocean has infinuated itielf , 
SMUong thofe hills. Here the views are, no doubt, 
pretty. But, when imagination laments the want of 
the gorjgeous plumage of the woods and forefts, 
which here Would accomplifli a charming fcenery, 
the tfftii fubfides In frigid admiration* 

In 
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In point of fea and Uiad» this fccn^ry extcQds- to 
Wcftport, in the barony erf 



' Murrijkf 

With this difiference, that^ after departing fomc 
ihort diftance frpm Newport^ the hills become of a 
mountdnous qualityj and the vallies are bogs. This 
town is pretty^ already of fome importance in tradc^ 
and imp^roving rapidly every day. With very little ex- 
ceptioni it may be dated, that the whole face of the 
country from Newport, by Weftport, to Killer y bay,^ 
and mountains, which there divide this connty and 
barony from Galway, a fcope of twenty-four miles 
long by twelve broad, i$ either mountain, a mixt 
motntaining moor, or elfe reclaimed from the one or 
die other. 

In defcribing the afpeft of thi3 barony, it would 
be unfsdr not to ftate the prodigious quaptities of re« 
claimed grounds, in the ndghbourhood of Weft- 
port^ thofe paxticularly of the Marquis of SligOf 
Among thofe if his very extenfivc demefne, whicl^ 
had beep every foot reclaimed, either by himfelf or 
his anceftors. It is now a npble retreat, in the Wgh- 
^ft Inxnriapce of cultivation and produftion. TOi^ 
few woods, that are, and proves arc arranged with 
c 2 excellent 
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excellent adrantage and tafte ; all charmmgly iituated 
on the bay of Weftport or Clew bay. The houfe is 
a fuperb pile. It fees, and is feen, in fome very fine 
views. The bay gradually expands into an open 
fea ; fpeckled with iflands, (alas they are naked !), 
for a diftance of feven miles and upwards, where 
Clare Jfland rifes in high authority, to oppofe their 
further. intercepting the C9mmerce of the 0(:ean. 

On the fouth of this bay the famous mountain > of 
Croagh-Patrick, faid to be the higheft of this kingdom, 
raifes his conic culmen above the clouds. It was off 
this mountain, St. Patrick is faid to have tumbled* 
into the fea all the venemous fcrpents and creatures' 
of the ifland. It is on this mountain that the bare* 
feet of his votaries, fo numerous have they always 
been and arc, have excavated a path on its rocky 
face, to do penance on its top by fafting, praying, and 
circuiting certain rounds on the bare knees ; ftaining, 
in this flow march, the (harp ftones and gravel with 
their blood, thus gufliing out by the fervor of innocent 
fuperftitionl! 

Growing woods on thofe mountains and iflands is 
generally thought impoffible. I muft beg leave to dif- 
fer with thofe, who think fo, becaufe I fee in fituations 
of this country, the moft expofed to weftern ftorms, 
roots and trunks of trees, which certainly had grown 
ivhere they now lie dead ; and becaufe I every where 
feci when pains are taken in flieltering and thick 
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plantihg, that trees and woods do proiper/ And this 
I am here the more anxious to imprefs, bccaufe I am 
convinced, if all the iflands here were planted and de- 
corated, and the neceflary parts of the banks and 
mountains wooded and improved, the bay of Weftport 
could eafily exceed any thing of the kind in Europe, 
the bay of Naples not excepted. 

The rude and ruflet'fcope, however, as mentioned 
extending from the weftern lunits of this barony to the ' 
^ county of Galway, is interfefted with good roads, . 
The mountains are naturally dry and abforbent : lime- 
ftone is no where very inconvenient 5 they are all, of 
confequence, eafily reclaimable. 

In travcrfing this traft, the traveller feels refreflied 
while paffing the extenfive woods of the Marquis of 
SBgo. "Woods are every where delightful ; but one 
of thofe in particular, the Brackloon wood, viewed 
from Davy's-ftone-rock, and viewed in fuch a country 
too, is fingularly interefting. 

To convey any idea of this to one, who had not 
feen the mountain of Croagh-Patrick, it muft be pre- 
mifed, tjiat its form divides itfelf into two parts,— the 
bafe, which is compofed of feveral irregular moun- 
tains riling to a confiderable height, upon which ri(e$ 
the fecond part, in the form of a cone, to a prodigious 
height among the clouds. Good, though, perhaps, 
in this not very exaft, authority^fays 2,656 feet. 

In this view, taken from Davy's-ftone-rock, the cone 
^/jr appears, and one orbicular iiibordinate hill ; the 
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b^ being la this poiat completely farrc»a^ode4 by the 
B|r«£k}oon woods, which fwcep along the windings of 
the river of that name^ refie£Ung in the fmooth parts of 
itf glide, and muhiplying thefc objects, which it 
ieemed to boaft. 

This coup d'oeil terminates, on the north, in a pcr- 
fpeAive glance at the bay, and fome of the Ulands of 
Weftport, and, on the fouth, in fome high and diftaat 
mountains. It is certainly no proftitution of the words 
fubUme and beataiful, to apply them here. 

The whole extent from Weftport to Caftlebari in the 

Barony of jOarra, 

Except ibme flcirtings about the lake of Rahins, a diC^ 
t^nce of eight miles, is, on all fides, either bog, moun- 
ts, mixed mountainy pafture, or reclaimed ; the re- 
claimed part, compared to the whole, is very incon- 
iiderable, although the roais^ in all this liney are paved 
with lime/fonel 

I got within a couple. of miles of Caftlebar by the 
road laid down by Taylor and Skinner, before any 
thing, but the general complexion above defcribed^ 
could engage obfervation, though I anxiouCiy lookedl 
for the lake of Rahins, which a very refined ju4gei 
^nd well acquainted withthe beauties of Europe, tql^ 
me was pretty. But, on enquiry, I found another road 
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Hsraeti off akng tfad opith iide of tbe lalce^ by tk<e lie- 
mefne of Mr^ Bf owae^ of Rahins ; upon which I turiMji 
rottnd the whole lake. I fddom pef ceived Iti jfelf mor# 
grati&d. Some of Mr. Paimer^s wodds omame^ th» 
a^^fNroach to the weft aid of tbe lake. It is hene pM 
firft &CS the houfe, and fome of the deme&e of Ralikiflk^ 
(^r a confideiable portion of the lake» and fcfMl 
wbodcd iflands. This Verf pretty view tafcea In f^ 
roins of an old chvrch^ which decks the border of # 
fine "Bdd encroaching on the like and iflaod^. In 
proceeding eaftward, die pleafieg rariety of afp^i 
which this lake aflumes^ and tfaofe iflands^ ioon fetdr 
a nearer view of Rahin8| and a fine perfpe^ve of the 
%h-e and town of Caftlebar. Thd demeibe it&lf of 
Rabins^ nearly on a level with the lake, is very imk& 
Ibme. 

I 6inii0t determine whether this lakie, or ^Enheof the 
tubers I have feen, may be the prettiefL The varkfi^ 
faces of' inammate> as well as animated nsxxax, have 
tiieir vari<»t8 featnrds of attradtion^ a^d the Author of 
nature ^ery Idndly ordained they fiiould; becaufe the 
iaftabiMty of human iiffairs and events muft etevnaUy 
caufe fuch a round of viciflitude^ as to enlsdl inevitsA^k 
corroding pain on that mind, which could not accom- 
modate itfelf to new faces and new fields. I acknow- 
ledge myfelf, that, though I have feen the lake of 
Geneva, thofe of Weftmoreland, Munfter, Ulfter, andt 
Connaught, I have feafted luxurioufly on the lake of 

Rabins. 
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' The foil and furface, however, of this barooiyi variesr 
very much. Frwn Barnagee toCaftiebar^ in all that . 
£ne, about five mil^s are either moor, moun^duy or re- 
dauBed.' From Caftlebar to Ballyhainey a deep rich 
IcSl^ moftly on a liineftone bottom. Trom Ballyhim^ 
to Partry, a fcope of eight miles, the foil is gravelly 
and rich, though light, over limeftone. But:, theo, 
from Partry to Lough*mafk> fifteen miles long by fix 
broad, is a railk mountain, but very litde inhabited^ 
As the qualities of thofe baronies, for tillage and paf'* 
ture, are treated under feparate articles, it would only 
teaze to enumerate them here. 

About one half of this barony feems to have cither 
been ori^nally good foil, or has been very well re* 
claimed) and the green parts are ornamented with fe* 
teral gentlcinens' feats. 

The improvements, which Colonel Fitzgerald has 
laid out for a large houfe, which he is building at 
Turla, feem to be planned and executed with exquifite 
tafte. Tower-hill, Moor-hall, Raheens, Breaffy, Port- 
royal, Clogher, and many others, have their fcveral, 
ornaments, and ihare in giving the country a Uvely 
bandfome air* 
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Barony pf Clafimorris^ 

, The fdl ia general deep, rich, daric-brown, of^ 
a limeftoae bottom, and not chequered with moOs 
or moontaifi, excegt very little on the north and eiit* 
. iThe furface is very fine and champaign looking 
in ]{tfmy places adorned l^y gentlemens' feats: Lieu^ 
Colonel Browne's handfome feat of Brown-hall; Mr. 
Lynch's, of Moat; Mr* Lynch's, of Bnlybeg; Mr. 
K»rkwood's> of Cottleftown ; Colonel Brawne's very 
fini old feat of Caftlemagarret, &C. ^o 

Barony of GalUn* 

^ The foil is here light and moory, furrounded, north 
and eaft, by trafts of mountain and wide feas of bog ; 
dotted in fbme places with rocky iflapds. It iS| not-* 
withftanding, fringed and interfperfed with fmall por- 
tions of good ground. Mr. Joice's demefne, of Ox^ 
ford, is of excellent quality; Mr. M^ManUs's of Barley- 
hills, Mr. Ormfby's, and thofe of a few others. Qn 
the eaft and nprth it is very rocky. 



Marmj 



Digitized 



by Google 



11 STATISTICAL SURVEY 

Barony of Kilmaittiy 

1$ a fine^ champaign, rich-looking conntry; a lime* 
ftone grav^y foil, fit for light cattle and dllage. On 
the weft and fbuth it is very rocky, and only fit for 
paftiire. Many fmall fpots, however, are cultivated 
among thole rocks ; and the pafturage of them, intern- 
mixed with hazel bni(bwood| is the beft fattening land 
in the barony, 

Mr. Lindfey's very pretty feat of Hollymonnt, near 
the town of that name, owes no fmall embellifhment to 
this part of the country. Bloomfield, Port-royal, the 
Heath, French-grove, &c. give a chearful improved 
air to this fine country. 

Barony ofCoftdlo. 

The foil and furface of the whole bar<my, with few 
exceptions, is either bog, reclaimed moor, or moun- 
tain. Thofc exceptions arc Edmondftown, the feat of 
Mn Coftello; about the town of Balladerrin ; at Lung 
aiSd Cloonmore, where fome good grounds are to be 
leen. Between Ballyhavnefs ^nd Donmacreeny there 
are fome green grounds ; and in that line, towards 
Bacon and Clare, there is a green aipefl; but the foil 
is very light, of a moory quality, and feems to have 

been reclaimed. 

Minerals. 
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Minerals. 

To explore, with any degree of accuracy, all the 
mocmtains of Mayo, would take an active pedeftrian at 
leaft two or three years. It is pity Mr. Stuart, or 
fixme perfon charged only with that fole objeA, had 
not been fent among thofe ranges of mountain, which, 
from what I have feen, and what may juftly be con- 
jefti^ed, muft teem with vaft quantities of mofl forts 
of minerals. 

On the lands of Crofs, in Erris, is abundance of 
iron ore. 

On the lands of Tallaghan, north of the Mullet two 
miles, iron-works had formerly been erefted by Sir 
Arthur Sheane. They have been difcontinued for 
want of fuel j charred turf, which had been tried, not 
haidng been found to anlwer. 

In the bed of a river called Clooncer river, on thofe 
very lands, a profufion of iron ore lies fcattered. 

At Mullinmore, on a branch of the Deel Water, 
which runs three miles under ground in its defcent 
from the. mountains, are the ruins of iron-works, on 
the banks of Lough-con, formerly worked by a Mr. 
Rutledge : he left off the works when all the woods 
were burned out. Here is a large heap of iron ore, in 
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fmall lumps of a beautiful red colour, which to me 
appeared ilogular, as all the ore, I had feen in Leitrim, 
Rofcommon, and the ^Hher ttiOuntains, was of a dark 
brown rufty colour. This was found in the adjacent 
mountains, that particularly called the Deel mountain. 

On the eftate of the Marquis of Sligo, in the barony 
of Murrifk, are vaft quantities of iron ore. 

A variety of indications almoft demonftrate the cxift- 
cncc of coal in the moui^tains of Derinkee, feven miles 
from Wcftport; the iron ore, the granite, ochre, 
which is here in great abundance, and of good qua- 
lity — the ferruginous fcum of the lakes ^nd rivers— all 
feem to fliew thofe mountains to abound with coaL 

In the mountains of Glanmore, four miles about 
fouth of Weftport, arc extepfive beds of manganefe. 

Here is alfo a flate quarry, at which two bundled 
men are every day eniployed ; the depth of it and ex- 
tent are; immeafurable: thofe dates are divided into 
three dafles of goodnefs. The firft of thofe may 
fafely be ftated to exceed any exported from England. 

Very near the flate quarry, are great rocks of the 
petrofilex femipeilucidus, the hornftein of the Germans ; 
they are ufed for grinding calcined flint j and have 
alfo, in England, been ufed for potteries. 

in an adjoining hill is vifible the terra ponderofa, la 
its opaque form. 

Mr. Williams, who manages thofe matters for the 
, Marquis of Sligo, has already Ihipped off cargoes of 

the 
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the max^;aad^ flates, and ochre, for the EngUih maiu 
kets. Thofe arc, mod probably, the firft cargo of 
thofe materials exported from Ireland to England. 

In Slieu-Carn, barony of CUuimorris, there is much 
k^icadon of coaL 

On the eftates of Mr. Coftello, of Edmondftown, 
are the ftrongeft indications of coal and iron ore. 
Here are quarries of excellent building freeftone, and 
another quarry of grey ftone, which takes a poUihy 
and gives the fineft edge: the freeftone in every part; 
the grey ftone in the hill of Bocca. Here alfo arc 
great quantities of jnpe and brick-days. 

JFater. 

The principal lakes of Mayo are, 

Zough^arra. It is in the barony of Carraj a very 
pretty lake, five miles long, and two and a Imlf hroad^ 
with wooded peninfulae and iflands. 

Lmgb^mq/kf in the barony of Kilmaine. This lake is 
^bout twelve miles lon^, and the average breadUi 
three. This cannot be faid to belong entirely to 
Miyo, as, about five mile$ off, it extends into the 
county of Galway. 

Jjougb Corrih. The bare right of mentioning this 
lake only belongs to us, as it may t)e faid to belong, 
^moft exdufively, to Galway; for only a finall ftirt 
^ ki tOQcbes on Mayo,^ the barony of Omaine, at 
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Cong> where it forms a celebrated commimlcatiooi 
under ground, with Lough-mafk. 

Lake ofRahins. This very pretty lake is partly in 
the barony of Murrifk, and partly in Carra. It is 
about feven miles long, and from one to two broad; 
it is lometimes called Caftlebar lake, becaufe the eaflern 
extremity of it comes very near the town, 

Louglxon. Is a very handfome piece of water, in 
the barony of Tyrawlcy. It is about nine miles long 
by four broad ; it is in fome views prettily interfperfed 
with iflands, caftles, abbeys \ and the banks, in many 
places, bandfomely decorated with gentlemens' feats, 
and fome woods. There are many other little lakes 
of inferior note, fuch as Beltra lake, Dawrus, and 
others. 

Here is alfo a fpedes of temporary lakes; they are 
pieces of water, which, in winter, cover great extents 
^ of excellent grounds, and do a great deal of damage, 
called Turlows. With humble deference to the more 
experienced in the art of draining, I Jhould beg to 
fuggcft, that, on the plain prindple of perforating to a 
pervious and abforbent ftratum, the work could be 
accomplilhed of doing a vaft deal of fcrvice to this 
country. 

The principal rivers are the Robe and Black river, 
Erriff river, the Deel, and the Moy. 
- Such of thofe as ar<? navigable, or could be rendered 
fo, or fubfervicQt to canals,: (hall" be mentioned under 
the chapter on navigations and naidgable rivers. 

.AGEUCULTURE. 
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AGRICULTURE. 

I am forry to be able to ftate,.of 'the county at 
large, that agriculture is ftill in a very backward ftate, 
and in no very great progrefs of improvement, except 
by the Marquis of Sligo, Colonel Browne of Caftlc- 
magarret, and three or four more. 

From thefe fources, however, by degrees, it may be 
hoped improvement will extend ,itfelf to the ignorant 
and remote parts of this wild and extenfive world* 



Mode of Culture. 

The tnodc of culture, though improved, is ftill very 
bad, except among very few of the gentlemen. The 
ploughs and harrows a^re of the old bad kind, very 
badly conftrufted, and the work miferably ex^^cuted- 
Of this a Angular inftance occurred in the demefne of 
CafUemagarret. A large iidd, one of the neareft in 
tillage to the houfe, had been laft fummer let out to 
reft, quite exhaufted by a long fucceffion of the ufual 
crops of the country. The Colonel, being obliged to 
remain from home with his regiment, procured an 
Engliih gentleman, whoTe name I am forry to forget, 
to fuperintend and regulate his farming affairs. It 
inftantly occurred to this gentleman, on feeing the 
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ploughs and impkments, with which this field had 
beea tilled^ that, if it had any depth of foil^ thoie 
ploughs muft have left a great part of it untouched; 
upon which the depth was^ upon examining it, found 
to be two feet and upwards deep, of the richeft qua- 
lity. Inftantly an Englilh plough was fet to work; 
the marrow of the virgin «arth, which lay undifturbed 
iince the laft convulfion of thofe ieas and mountains, 
was brought into action and ufe — fo much fo, that, 
when I faw this field in the middle of December laft, 
it was covered, without any manure, with the moft 
luxuriant crop of the largeft cabbages I ever faw. 

This mode of culture, however, fuch as it is, I fhall 
proceed to defcribe, under hs baronial divifions. It is 
faid, in law there is no tautolfagy, becaufe repetition is 
u(e&il and necefTary; and, on the fame ground, if it 
fiiould occur here, I muft beg leave for its excufe. 

Barony of Tyrawley, 

The culture of potatoes here is in broad ridges, 
now commonly called lazy-beds; in feme very few 
places, with the plough and drilling: that of grain, 
except in bogs, always with the plough and harrow. 
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Barony <f Burrijhool, 

All wth the fpade ia the whole baropyj there arc. 
not more thaa five or fix ploughs. Part gf Lord. 
Sligo's demefiie ruas into it^ which is the only excep« 
^on to the ftatement, . . . . , , 

Barmy of MurrtPt. 

In the champaign parts, which, compared -to the* 
great *tra£t^ of mountain it contains, are few and'fittle^' 
the plough is ujed j in the mountain^ parts, the fpade. ' 
Prill, and every Ipecies of tillage, has been here exten-' 
fively and fuccefsfuUy praAifed by the Marquis of 
Sligo. 

Barony ofCarra% 

AH dte grain dultured with the plough; potatoe^^ 
with the loy. 

Barony of*Cianmorru* 

All here is dwe with the plough, potatoe-tillage, 

ad w^ «» ^riii^'with^this differeoce, however, that 

:^ B they 
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they afterwards mince^ drefs^ and finUh with the loy, 
which, experience proves to the people, encreafes the 
crops very much. 

The pputoes are planted by dibbling with the loy, 
fome^mes with a fharp-pointed wooden inftrumeni; 
but this laft praAicb is almoft exploded. iThe com- 
ing peo{>le plough four hoirles abreaft; the leadtr 
holds lus horfes, and walks backward, tn hurrying 
the horfes, this leader generally firikes them in the 
face, by which confufion a&d delay are always pro- 
duced, inftead of expedition, until the horfes get well 
trataed to this aukwardae^. Colonel Browne plants 
potatoes in the drill way, and every jpedes of tillage 
^d hufbandry is now executed for lum in the neateft. 
and inoft improved manner* 

Barony of GaUen» 

^ In this barony. Where the rotkfaiefs of the cham- 
paign parts admits the plough, it is ufed$ where it 
ddas iko^ udd ainoi^ the begi, cfatt loy cuiturli it re- 
forted to. 

Siif&tty lof iKot^^tni/^* 

A gfcf» part of riiis Eire cbtMitr^«felh| nff rddcy, 
^1}gei th6 people to ui^ ^ l6y% Itt mt j^OU^h^^lfl 

- plies 
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p]|e$ \^c 19 gfpat plight, th^t is, In Om <»W wsgr^ 
for it if fpimd ii^ppipb}^ (o £^ the ^c^nipoa p^o{3^ 
o<« of iJ^ir o|4 hsl)^;^ of plp^gh^g i!fi^ l»or^j ^r 
abr^ft. 

Th^re is io this barcmy fbme little degree of im- 
provemeat in its mode of dllage* B«t ftiQ the imple- 
ments of hulbandry, and execution of the work^ are 
both of a very inferior kmd; in the moontainy parts 
bring too foft for horfes^ and alfa in many other parts, 
which are too rocky, the fpade ia ufedj the plough in 
tbt ^fm pari* ^ t^^ <^wi3ry, vrbicb are sot yuj 
many. 

TWs v^ry b^ df foriptw, however, does npt ^pply 
to MrvCS@ftel}p, ^f^^Um Qlber ge&Uqnicqi, cefidMHa 
of thij b^ofly. 



EXTINT OF IT, AND OF EACH SPRCIES OF GRAm 
ftOWtD, 



Barony ^ Tfrawley^ 

The extent is very confid<jxable, chiefly in potatoes 

and oats, and, on the fea-coaft, barley; of all which 

^Brnm^^^Au \u «icported to the Worth, acrofs the 

IPEfill Jbay of tlut Atlantic, in fcMM places not twenty 

B a miles 
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miles overi which' dhrtdcs Cohnatightfrbm Donegal: i 
here the land carriage would be about feventy miles. 

Even to Dublin and England the export of oats, for 
the laft few years, has been very confiderable. The 
culture of flax in this barony b rather confiderable; 
the poor take care to raife,hefide a fufficiency for their 
own ufe, as much as their families can fpin into yarn; 
and large quantities of it, both in yarn and linen, are 
fold at the market of BalUna, and the neighbouring 
fairs. 

Barony of Burrijhopl^ 
. i • , - ' . • • t - .. J . J. .. 

Here the extent of culture is very great, in potatoieii 
oats, and barley; no left than 150 ton of oats, 50 of 
bi^ley, and 100. of potatoes, are annually exported 
from Newport, befide an abundance for home coin^ 
fumption, and this extent is conftantly encreaiing. 

The Rev. Dr. Graydon aflured me, that, from his 
knowledge of the encreafe of tyth?s, agriculture xxf^ 
have extended itfelf, to one-third more than it bad 
been ten years ago^ in this barony. 



$arofty of Murrifk, 

t 

This may be called a. tillage country in oats, batky^ 
gotatoesy and flax: the mouutainous parts are appliecl 

ta 
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to the purpofc of rearing young cattle, for fattening 
in other baronies and counties* 



Barony of Carr4. 

The extent of agriculture in this barony is .wry. 
greait, chiefly in oats, of which great quantities ard_ 
^q)orted. Barley is alfo much cuMvated, carded iitta 
Tyrawley and Gallen, and there fmuggled for privatt; 
diftilleries. From Ballyhaine to Partry, in all about 
five pariihes, all a good wheat coui^try. 

Marohy of Clanmorris. 

Is very confiderably encreafed within a few years* 
The export, which is great in oats, is to the Caftlebar 
market:, they alfo r^ife a great qi^antity of flax; and 
the rents being high, from twenty-two to thirty-fcvcil 
fluUings per acre for new-l^t lands, they are oh^ged^ 
in order to provide for the rent, to pare and bura 
where per netted, and. With only this ttiktiure, grow 
potatoes for the niarket. In the fbuthem part^, fotn^ 
of the gentlemen ' grow wheat for home, confumptipii^ 
as.weUas for. {be market. Bere is alfo grQvtrn hc^^' 
hut not to a cpnfiderable ex^i^:- 
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Barony (^ Gallen. 

The chief extent h in oats and potatoes. In. fome 
parts they grow fiax and barley : wheat is only gjrown 
bgr a few gentkmen^ for their awn ofe* 

Cfnt qnaiitities of ozt% and potatoes ate iepft t0 
Giftlelntr mafket^ which^ together with Ibmo flftxeit 
yanij aire the principal means of providing ios the rei|t« 

Barony ofKilmatne. 

The extent of ^riculture here is jreat; they grow 
for falc vaft quantities of oats, barley, ftax, and wheat, 
which laftis fent to the oeighboudog flour-mills. 

» 

Bm'ony of Gt^efh. 

Tl^ oidy eiLtent is now in potatoes and oats. For« 
Haeriy ^s wa^ a great barley country, but the pro« 
lilUtion againft maldog, wluch prevented the gentle* 
tien fiom taking (From ^At tenants barley la payment 
•f the reiM:, has completely flapped the culture o^ chat 
artide, and materially hurted the tiiage of this baronyi 
as, before that aft, the tiH^ge was here double as 
much as now. Edmondftown alone is, perhaps, the 
raly place where wheat b grown. 

COURSE 
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Saf^y ^ Tyrawiey* 

'On the fca«doaft, potatt)fes and tetlcy kfe tfie coili- 
mdn fuccteffion; Ennctitties, btit wfelyj diife cto]^ ^'' 
oats fucceeds the birfey. 

In the interior of the barony^ two crops of oats fuc* 
ceed the potatoes ; or elfe> i. potatoes; 2. flax; 3* oats* 

Barony ^ Burr^ooi. 
. i.Potfttoi^; 2. barley; 3.«at^; 4i^ter a ialfo v^ 

Mmt(hyifMktr¥^, 

Round the fea-coaft^ t^ potatoes; 2. barley; 3. flax. 
In the interior^ i. potatoes; 2. oats; 3. flax^ and thetl 
left to retrieve by time. 

But an alternate fucceffion 6f gire^n 'kvA White Cf 6pt 
li^ beeii Jhtrodneed here, by the M^rqUis 6f Slijgb iUid 
the Hon. Denis Brblvne, to ^ prodigious istteUt, OH thi 
toproted i^fteitt 6t hufcandf 3^. Lotd SFigd h^s !*>w 
m fillage aad ftogrefs, foi: the fteit yeat^ WetAjr-ftf* 

acres 
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acres of oats, fifty of barley, ninety-three of turnips, 
thirteen of peas and beans, twenty of rape and cab- 
bage, and forty-five ^es of wheat iii ground. 

Barony tfCarra* 

, I. Pqtaioesi 2* oats;. 3. barley; 4.. flax* When 
whie^^is;giP([^Mm, it 9oines fcnnetimes fir ft after potatoies^ ^ 
wd ibmetimes after barley, by falbwing* - , 

barony of Clanmorrts. 

I. Potatoes; generally 2. potatoes; 3. either bere or 
flax; 4. oats; fometimes 5, 6, 7* oats, according t9 
the goodnefs of the foil^ or perfl^enceof the manures. 

Wheat, when not ibwed in fallow, is fliaken in after' 
dig^ng the potatoes; but neither the grain nor the flour . 
is fo good, as when the land had been fallowed. 

/ ' Barony of Galletip 

^ i,.Pptatoes; 2. better potatoes (where the dry moor 
%ad )^en .j^anyred witl> limeftone-gravd) ;. 3. oats;. 

i'uf^B* *^\ ^^F^ ^' — ^.^ ^'^ *^^* '^^r ' r r 
'Hie i^turaily. fertile few parts pf^ this barony are, 

lrttixQ»t-m^o%e,,aot much inferior to jtlie above ftatc- 

ment. 
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mfenti ))ut the moor aad poorer parts, without the 
Ihneftone gravel, wiU not exceed a third crop, 

Baronji of KUtnaif$e. 

J. Potatoes ; 2. potatoes (after paring and burning, 
which Is here grown the rage) j 3. barley, or wheat ^ 
4. oats, or fiax ; 5, and 6. oats ; 7. often a fallow and 
wheat ; 8. not unfrequently a crop of oats. 

This is not an exa£): rule. Many proceed in this 
way, but the difference of foil, and will of the far- 
mers, often produce more ^nd foqaeti^aes fewer crops, 
and different fuccelEon, 

Barony, (f Cojislh* 

la the beft parts, fuppofc at Edmondftown and 
Balladerrin, i. potatoes; a. potatoes; 3. flax; 4. 
wheat; 5, and 6, and fomctimes 7. oats. 

In the mountainy and lefs fertile parts, when well 
manured with Umeflone gri^vel and dung, and' drained, 
I. potatoes ; 2. potatoes ; 3. oat© ; if fallowed 5. 
flax ; and then laid down with grafs it becomes good 
pafture or meadow^ * 

But in thofe lefs fertile and mountainy parts, with 
only the common horft dung and q<Jmmon hufbandry, 
fhe crops are only twor or three pppr ones. 

f vse; 



Digitized by 



Google 



J4. STATISTICAL SURVEY 

USE OF OXEK — HOW HARNESSED. . 

Bardfiy of Tyra^ky. 

Colonel CufFe, Mr. Ormfby, and Colonel Jackfon 
nfe oxen y much cannot be f^d for the manner they 
arq harnefled in. None others worked here. 

Baropy of Burrifhooh 
Here are none at all. 

Barony of Murrtfk* 

Lord Sligo nfes oxen harnefled like horfes, with 
peck collars and bridles. 

Barony of Carra* 

Oxen are worked here by one gentleman ; diey 
fire harnefled badly, and goaded as they go lagging 
before ^<: pikenian, who attends th^ work. 

Barony of Clanmorris* \ 

No oxen. Colonel Browne had ufed them, but 
now prefers hortes and mules. 

^arony 
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Barony of GalUn. 
None, 

Barony of Kilmaine, 

They are iifed by many gentlemen of this l>arony 
for ploughing, and work of every kind, harnefled 
with the common neck-yoke. 

Sfarony of Coftelb* 

They had been ufed at Edmondftown : they are 
now difufed, Mr. Coftello having removed to GlafT- 
nevin; and none in the barony. But he has expe-* 
rienced fb much their utility, that he is again getdng 
into the ufe of them. 

NATURE AND USE OF IMPXEMENTS^ OB HUSBANDRY. 

Barony of Tyrawley. 

The implements of hufbandry confift here of only 
the common plough, fpade, harrow, and the others 
ufual throughout Ireland. 

F a fiarmy 
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Bardny of BurriJbdoL 

The common loy, five or fix common ploughs', 
harrows wkh wooden pins^ very few with iron, and 
Very frequently a handrake, which is ufcd for har- 
rowing in the grain, are the only implements herey 
nnlefsji perhaps, the flane for catting turf, or fomc 
ether inftrument common ta the kingdom at large* 

Barony of Murri/k. 

I have )uft now looked over the notes I have taken 
in the feveral bafoniesj of thqir implements of huir 
bandryt and fee, that repeating them here would be 
only repeating the fame words y I fliaU therefore only 
obferve, that throughout all the baromes I have ob-* 
ferved no new machine, or implement of hufbandry y 
nor is it to be expefted hi a country fo backward in 
mode and manner of culture, notwithAanding its pro* 
digious abundance and extent 

The Marquis of Sligo, Colonel Browne of Caftle- 
inagarret,^ arid a few^ others, h»re. Englifh ploughs, , 
and other imple(nent&. Atid diffbfiag them, or ati 
imitation and knowledge of thtir ufe through the 
county, would be of the highefl and moft important 
benefit. 

There 
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There is a fort of fpade peculiar to Erris, and very 
tinique in its conftruflion; as Erris ihall be treated 
feparatelyj it will appear there. 

With the article of implements I cannot have done 
without obferving, that in gederal all through the 
county they are of the moft inferior kind. The 
ploughs never fink deep enough, and the flight 
fcratching they give the furface is left in unbroken 
lumps, by the light and wood-pinned harrows, which 
in fome oF the motintainous parts are faftened to, and 
drawn by horfes tails 5 the rakes, fliovels, and all, 
are bad. It has appeared, notwithftanding, how im- 
menfe is the extent of tillage here, and the vafl 
abundance exported of potatoes and corn; it may, 
therefore, be hoped, that the increafing wealth of 
the peafantry, and the examples fet by the gentry, 
will not only foon improve the mode but alfo the 
implements of tillage. 

Marhts for Grain. 

Barony of 33'^"^w/f);.-^Ballina and Killalla. 
Barony of BurrifhooL — Newport-Pratt alone* 
Barony of Murri/k, — ^Weftport. 
Barony of Carra. — Caftlebar. 
Barony of Clanmorris.-'^Clz.it, 

Barony 
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Barony ofGallen. Swincford, Caftlebar, and Fox- 
ford. 

Barony of Kilmaine. Ballinrobe, The flour-milk 
buy up the wheat. 

Barony of Cofiello. Balladerria. 



USB OF GREEN FOOD. IN WINTER* 

Barony ofTyrawley* n 

A couple of gentlemen cultivate ruroips> whkh b 
the only green food in this barony. 

Baronies of Burrijhool and Gallen* 
None. 

Barony of Murrifk^ 

No ufe of green food in this barony, except by Lord 
Sligo, and the Hon. Denis Browne j they ufe it to great 
extent, (uch as turnips, cabbages (the former wafhed, 
and thrown to the cattle in the fields^ as well as ftalls), 
rape, rye, and vetches. 
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Barmy of Carra, 

None, except by Colonel Fitzgerald, and Mr. 
jElJifon. 

Barony of Clann^grris^ 

No green food is nlcd here, except at Caftemagar^ 
^et. It is managed for Colonel Browne in the beft 
gnd moft economical manner. 

Barmy of Kilmalne* 

This article is here confined to Mr. Lindfey and Mr- 
Rqtiedge. 

Barony of Co/ielh. 

It is not ufed in this barony* Mr. Coftello feeds his 
flieep with hay, and gives each one 'pint of oats per 
day ; they not only keep up their fat in high perfec- 
tion,, but fatten on this food, as do his cows and bulr 
locks, by feeding them abroad on hay and potatoes. 



flSTURI^ 
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PASTURE-^NATURE OF IT. 
Barony of Tyrawley. 

A few veins of excellent ground anfwcr for fat- 
tening about the Moy and the Lagganj Deel-caftle 
demcfne, Gortnarabb^y, Abbeyftown, Errew, and ^ 
fome other fpots, are of the beft quality. In general 
it may be called a mixture of good upland, and moory 
pafture, which, together with boundlefe tradls of 
mountain, ierve as excellent nurferies for rearing 
young cattle, and prepariQg them for the fattening 
grounds of Rofcommoa, Munfter, and I^einfter. 

Barony of Burrt/boaL 

The grafs of the champaign parts is very fweet; in 
wet weather it is apt to diflblve: there are alfo im^ 
menfe qiuantities of mixed aqd ipountain pafture. The > 
bulk of the barony being in tillage, there is, df courfe, 
except for the private ufe of a very few families, uq 
part allotted for fattening cattle of any fort, nor arc 
the Unds fuited to that purpofe. 
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Barony of Murrtfk. 

Here U very little pafture, the very few good 
grovfnds being moflly employed in tillage; the moun- 
taJny mixed pafture is what may chiefly be counted on. 
Moft villagers have one or two cows, and one horfe, 
bcfide a few flieep, in proportion 1:0 their tenures. 

Barony of Carra, 

The pafture of ^his barony muft vary, as the fbij 
appears to have varied. In fome parts, fuchas the 
neighbourhood'' of Ballyhaine and Caftlecarra, the peo^ 
pie call it kindly and good for rearing young cattle, 
but not fit for fattening. In the neighbourhood of 
Barnagee and Partry, is a mountainy heathy pafture, 
fit only for light cattle, and fi^mmer feeding. The 
Jower part of Partry is a light fweet pafture. 

Barony of Clanmorpx, 

The pafture here is almoft throughout Avcet and 
rich, all fit for rearing; in many parts fit to fatten 
both ftieep and neat cattle of confiderable weight, but 
not fo adapted for the weightieft cows and bullocks, 
a3 Rofcommon, Meath, and Wcftmcfith. 

Q Bgrofh 
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Barony of Q alien. 

The green parts of it, which make about one-tliird 
of the whole, are a light paftuxe, fit for rearing cattle 
f^om two to three years old, ^nd, in fome par^s, ftieep, 

Barony of Kilmaine. 

The defcription given of the barony of Clanmprris, 
is applicable to that of Kilmaine. 

Barony of Cojiello^ 

The few good grounds, which this barony exhibits, 
are of a remarkable quality for fattening, an,(J return 
of tallow. Thofe only make part of one half of the 
barony, the other half being mountain, and the re-- 
mainder is a light, moory, or reclaimed pafture. 



BREED Ot CATTl-E, HOW FAR IMPROVED — HOW FAR 
CAPABLE OF FURTHER IMPROVEMENT, 



Barony ofTyra^vley^ 

Not at all imprc/ed here^ except in a few inftances. 
The lands and • pafture being of a good quality, they 

arc 
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ate capable of very great improvemeat, by the iatro* 
duftion of good bulls, either to be given free to the 
tenantry by the landlords, or to be hired at fmall prices 
by individuals, who might keep them partly for that 
{Vurpofe. And that point feems now anfwered, as well 
for the other baronies as this, by obferving, that the 
capability of it^iprovement is proportioned to the good* 
neis of the foil, and nicety of care taken in sl judicious 1 
feleAion from cattle of the fame or iany other breed or 
family^ 

Barony of Burrtfhool. 

Here is extant the common, old, bad breed. The 
foil and pafture being here of inferior quality, the ca- 
pability of improvement is not very promifing of 
perfeAion. 

Barony of Murri/k. 

The breed of this barony feems to have been as 
much improved as the moory mountainy pafture ad- 
. mits of, by the importation of Engliih breeds by the 
Marquis of Sligo and his father ; and not only this, 
but the neighbouring baronies, have benefited much 
by this crofs. 

C 2 Barony 
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Barony of Carra, 

Fofty years ago the EngnA bull, called Johntiy 
Ghant was introduced by Mr. Lindfey of Turin. 
About that time Mr. Annefley Gore, of Ballina, and 
I fubfequedtly, the Earl of Altamont introduced good 
Englifti breeds, which greatly refreflied and improved 
the blood, not only of this barony but of the county, 
in neat cattle. The breed of (heep has been highly 
improved, by tht importation of Englifli rams by 
Mr. Wade of the county of Galway, and brought to 
this barony by him. 

^ Barony of Clanmorrh. 

The breed of this barony is very much improved. 
It is grown a fyftem to take every pains in the im- 
provemcnt of fheep and neat cattle ; and for many 
years back Englifh breeds have, been gradually comkig 
into this barony. One gentleman fold from th^s 
barony, at the laft fair of Ballinafloe, three hundred 
fhecp in one lot, at fifty-four fhiirings each, and fat 
Cows and bullocks rate proportionably high. 



Barony 
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Barony of Gallen* 

The breeds of horned cattle and (heep are not 
improved j and the poornefs of the foil, except in a 
few places, promifes no great capability of it. 

Barmy of Kilmaine* 

Cattle of every kind are here in a high ftate of ifla- 
provement, and every care is taken in continuing this 
improvement. Sheep Hill require and are capable of 
fome improvement. 

Barony of Coflello 

Is now, and only now, in a commencing ftate of 
improvement \ and, though a few fpots of the ground 
are of excellent quality, yet one half of the barony 
being mountain, and much the greatefl part of the re- 
mainder only either very light or moor ground, does 
not promife a great capability of improvement in the 
breeds of either flieep or neat cattle. 

MARKETS Ott FAIRS^ FOR CATTL£. 
7yraivley^ 

The principal fairs art Moyne and CroiTmalina) 

out of the barony, Bal and Dunamona. 

Barony 
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Barony of Burrj/hooL 
Newport, fout times 2 year. 

Barony of Murri/k* 

"Weftport *y add for the extenfive trafts of itiountaid 
and moor extending from Weftport to the county of 
Gal way, Louilbourg* 

Bar^y of Carrai 

Principal fairs are, Bal, Bally haine, and Dodainonaji 
and out of the barony, Ballinafloe* 

Barony of Cofello* 

Balladerrin, Ballina, Coftcllo, Kilkelly, and Bally- 
tavnefs* 

Barony of Clanmorris. 

Ba), Kilmaine, Clare, Ballindangen, and fome others 
of lefs note» 

Barony of Gallen, 

Foxford, Straid, Swineford. "* 

Barony 
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Barony of Kilmamt^ 

Kilmaine, Neal, Ballinrobe, and HoUejinoaiit ^ but 
the grand mart is Balliaafloe. 

But as a particiilar LIST OF THE FAIRS may 
be wiftied for, they are as follows, according to 
Stewart's almanack* 

jfanuary^ 
I. Weftport, 

JFebrtMfy. 



^. Balladerrin, Belcarra, 1 


rulrahaii. 


5. NeaL 




12. Carracaftle, 


« 


Jpfil. 




19. Shrule. 




Mqj^ 


\ 


I. Balladerrin. 




6. KUlala, Neal^. 




ID. Turlough. 






%u Gaftleba 
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H. Caftlcbar. 

12. Ballina, 

13. BUllively. 

15. Burcey*s-barn, Foxford. 

17. HoUeymount. 

18. Moyne. 

19. Bake-ftrcet. 
50. Swiafor4« 
22. Bues, 

24. Bqnfinglafs, Cl^rc, CroflinoUna, Weilport; 

26* Donamona, 

29. Ballyvary. 

3 1. Straid, 



fune^ 



t. 



Ballyhavncs, Lifloiigh^ry, 

2. Minola. 

3. Bcllinacoftcllo. 

4. , Bdcarra, Carracaftle. 

7. Ballinrobc, Caftleakci^. 

8. Gallowshill, Newport. 
II- Ball. 

15. BurceyVb^n, Caftletownlands, 

21. Ardnarce. 

22. Clare. . 

24. Aughagower, Balladerrin, Louifb^urg. 

25, Foxford. 

28. Cappakernane. 

29. Sues, Melcomc-regi^ 
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2. Ballybavnis, Swinford. 

5* Ballahean. . 

7* Bunfinglafs. 

9* Caftlebar. 

12. Ealmaine. . ^ 

22. BallindanjKiu 

t6. Moyne^ Shrule. 

30. Stratd. 

2. Balladerrin9 Melcombe-regls^ Newport-* 

Pratt. 
4. Aughagowery LouiA)oargy ftfes^.. 
6. Wcftport. 
9* BallinacolltSa. 

10. Bake-ftreet; 

11. Brize. 

12. BalUna. 
14. Agdare. 

17. Ballyvajfy, Gallowlhill, Turiowgh. 
25. Rathfran. y 

If September. 



Digitized by 



Google 



4o STATISTICAL SURVEY 

t. Catracaftle. 

6, Keelogues. 

8. Balladerrin. 

13. Crofsmalina. 

15. Sues. 

16. Caftlcbar. 

2o. Eongfcourt, L6iigh*mafk. 
22. Ballyhaunis. 
, 24. Ball. 

29. Aughagowed9 CsdUetownlandsi Louilbourg. 

1. Llfloughery. 

2. BalUvely. 
4, Foxford. 

II. Ardnaree, BallindangCB. 
14. Moyne. 

1 8. I)oDomona, Tvdrahan. 

19. Ballinacoftdlo* 

23. Straid. - 

28. Eilmaine. 

29. Ballyhaunis. 

30. Aughagowcr, Lowilbourg. 

Nevemhrp 
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I. Balladcrrin, Wcftport. 

3. Minola. 

J. Neale. 

8. GaUows-hUl, KiU^la, 
10. Belcarra. 
11* Rathfran, Shrulc. 
l^. Bally vary, Bunfinglaf3, 
18. Caftlebar. 
27. Straid. 

Dtcember. 

I. Bourcey*s-barn, Melcombc-rcgis, 
3. CappakcrnaOj^ Mbyne, 

6. Ballinrobe. 

7. BaUindangeq^ 

8. Bakcftrect, Turlough^ 

10. Foxford. 

11. HoUymount. 
13. Ardnarec. 

15. Bui^finglafi. 

16. BaUinacoftella 

17. Crofimolyna. 

1 8. Swinford^ TulrahaQ. 

20. Gallpws-hUl, Ncwpoft-pratt 
22* Balladerrio. 

H 2 CCNERAt, 
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In the baronies of "^Ty^awley, Clanmorrisi kilmaine, 
and Carrai beft ftore bullocks fold this year at i8A per» 
^d downwards to nine gpainj^a; ; year-old calves from 
3/. to 7/.^ dry CQWS from tour, to eight, and tea 
guineas; and fat and milch cows from 10/. to 15A; 
iheep in general high, from 30x. to 3/. per. 

In the other baronies of ^urriihopl, IStiirilik, Cot 
tello, and Gallen, and in the lefs fertile parts of thoie 
already mentioned, dry cows fell firoin 4/. to 8/.; 
milch cows from 61. and 7/. to 10/. j yearling calves 
from 30J. to 3/.; and Iheep f?om 20/. to 30/. 

Thofe feveral ftatements, "however, are ^not without 
their exceptions j for, Ih the mouiitaiay Iklrtings of 
the firft mentioned baronies, the price of fcattle comes 
on a lownefs of level with the -fecbhd dafs ; and a 
great many of the fertile 'ipots df the other baronies, 
thofe particularly of Coftello and talleh, *etoulate, in 
richnefs and goodnefs, thofe df 'Clanmofris ahd Kil- 
maine; fb that thofe partial varieC^scaniidt be under- 
ftood to controvert the firft and general defcKption. 

The Marquis of Sligo, for Inllance, and Mr. ferowne 
fell, in the barony of Murriik, cows and bullocks at 
the higheft Dublin prices ;^b*tit, th^y Will "allbw me to ' 
obferve, not ojF"the mere pafture of 'thel>a*roliy, but 
by the help of green ani white feeding. 

M0DE3 
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MODES XH? FfeBl>mG^^a=-HOW FAR ffOUSSD «N WlWTER. 
Sarony of Tyranvley. 

t^one of thfe liuUoci^ are evdr hoofed, or any of tk^ 
^l^oohg <»M!tle^ cbccei^ cahres; tbofe, and the tttldi 
^k>^ itit houfed from about thb middle of Dtscembdir 
TflU May, und fed wkh hay and ^Iraw. la &rem 
'Wfeathtfp, d6ep foow particularly, the outlying ctatfc 
-are -fed occiaffionalfy ^brdad with hay tod ^fa^* 

BsrdHy 6f Burrjfbo^. 

This ndt behig a cattfe-ifcdifiiig eooMry, the only 
•Itbdk aifei€h6fe of the foot, aijd tb^y tfrft fbd 4n li«; 
^kiJOfts Iteod^otit die ifj^rer half-yas*-. 

Barony of Murrifk^ 

The cottagers here moft frequently divide the houfo 
and the potatoes with the calves and cows, from De- 
cember till >Afril; they thtfl ttifti theta tot4e-ftouo* 
^tlfts: ^hae in thehoufe, they rget ^ Jittle bay tfid 
ftfaw. "The M^rquisiof Sl^ 4Kmfe8-aiKllMH«W«ods 
dwtag the wimar and j^ring ; theHon. Dcais Avm^ 
does the fame the greateft part of the year. 

Barinies: 
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54 STATISTICAL SURVEY 

Baronies cf Carraf Clanmorris^ and Kibnaine, 

In thofe baromes, the common mode of feeding is 
with grafs in fummer, and hay and ftraw in winter. 
The poor feed cattle, horfes^ hogs, and poultry with 
potatoes, on which they thrive remarkably well. Very 
few cattle, except thofe of the poor, are honied in 
thofe baronies. When the weather is very fevere, or 
.that the grafs had diflblved, or been otherwife con- 
fumed^ the unhQufed cattle are fed >^ith hay and Araw. 

Barony ofGalUn. 

The poor houle their, cattle during the winter months^ 
tnd feed them with ftraw^ very little bay, potatoes^ 
finall oats, and chaff. The graziers have winter grafs; 
when this becomes reduced, which is generally the 
cafe in fpring, they feec^ the cattle put with hay. 

Barony of Cojtelb^ 

- The cattle houfed here are generally milch cowa» 
-which are brought in to make part of the family during 
the winter; the others are fed abroad in hard weathers 
frequently on the dunghill, which is always at the door. 

NATURAL 
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NATURAL GRASSES*. . 

The grounds, throughout the county, of prime qua- 
lity produce the natural grafTes peculiar to them i Tuch 
as the flote, darnel, and meadow fefcue graffes, brome 
grafles, the meadow graffes, and fweet-fcented fpring 
grafs, the darnel, melic, and wood and great meadow 
graffes, &c. &c. 

The coarfer foils produce many of the bent, brome, 
and darnel graffes ; fometimes, but rarely, fbme of the 
wheat, barley, and oat graffes, and many other genera, 
(pedes, and varieties, which of themfelves would fwell 
out a book to enumerate. 

Here too are a prodigious abundance and variety of 
the nadves of the moors and mountains. Here are all 
the mountain, heath, and water hair graffes; earthy 
hair grafs, matweed, matgrafs (fmall) ; and thofe and 
many other overfhadowed by flags, bulrufli, common 
clubrufh, prickly bogrufh, and in many places only 
heath and mofs. 

Various however, innumerably various muft be, and 
are, the affemblages, combinations, and ieparations of 
the growth of thofe graffes in a country fo widely va- 
rious and extenfive as this. 

Artificial Graffes* 

la 2jl the county 1 have found rio artificial graffea. 
rearedi except in the baronies of Murrifk and^ Carra. 

Digitized by CjOOQ l€ 



In Murrlik they are ufed by none but the Marquis 
of Sligo, and the Honorable Denis Browne, who rear 
and feecl with clovers and ^rtifici^l grafTes of ^ 
fo/ts. 

But in the barony of Carra not o^ly the gci)jtleB|ien 
maHe yl^ of them, but; even the poor |iave got inta the 
pra^ice and kijowl^dge of the great beqefit arijgng 
bom laying down their fields with grafs feqds. 

MODE OF HATMAKIHO* 

After the fcythe it is fliaken out from the fwarth, 
the next day turned once or twice with a fork, and 
then made into lapcocks ; and after a few days, as the 
weather may be gjood, or the meadows heavy, made 
into trampcocks, and after a few weeks more into the 
haggard. 

Bgrony of jPurrj/togft 

Here very particular ; for tfiey do npt Ihalfe the hay 

after the fcythe, but immediately roll it ou( of th^ 

Iwarth into very fmall lapcocks, there to remain for 

four or five days ; put of wh}<;h it is (pread a couple 

of times, as the weather may anfwer, and made into 

^odc6 four or five feet high, and after fevea of eight 

cays iota tfampcockt. 

Barony 
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Barony cfMurri/t* 

As Tjrrawley and Carra^ except that Lord Sligo has 
not his hay tramped in the meadow. ' 



Barmes of Clamnorris and Galhn* 

Here is a confiderable improvement in hay-makings 
as formerly it lay in the fwarths until dried by time; 
now it is immediately after the fcythe fhaken out^ and 
made up firft into lapcocks^ then into larger^ and at 
length, as the feafon. favours, after a few days, into 
tfampcocks. 

Barony of Kilmaine, 

The hay is here favcd as ia the two laft baronies, 
Clanmorris and Gallen, but that k is left too much ex- 
poied to the weather. 

Barony of Coftelh> 

The method of hay-making is here very good ; It is 

picked, fliaken, and put into lapcocks from the fwarth, 

I the 
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the day it is^own^ and (haken cmt daily, and cocked 
before night, till faved; by vfhich proceft the fabftance 
and colour are both preferved. 



DAIRIES, THEIR PRODU^TE. 

In the whole county there nevei* was a dairy but 
two, one kept by the Hon. Dems Browne, near Weft- 
port, and the other had been kept by a Mr. Plunkett, 
near Balladerrin. 

The extent of Mr. Plunkett*s da^y is faid to hare 
been very great and produfHve, as he is thought to 
have died very rich, and would have benefited con- 
Jiderably more, if he had not been cheated by (ervants^ 
who uied to drink or Ibme way difpofe of the milk, and, 
iQ order to make up the defidency, add water to the 
remainder, by which the buyers got a hydrophobia, 
and the trade fell into difrepute. 

But they order thofe thmgs better for the Hon. Mr. 
Browne. As the lids of his miUuveflels are locked, 
the fervants may draw ofF by the (picket and faucet,' 
but can add nothing to adulterate ^ and the quantities 
meafured into thofe veflels for market being known, 
cheatery is at defiance. 

This, though 1 have not fccn myfelf, Mr. Browne 
not having been at home when I was in that country, 
I have from fuch authority as not to doubt; and the 

caution 
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otiltioa and improTcment are too valuable not to com* 
mnmcate to many in that bufinefii who may benefit. 

The extent and produce of Mr. Browne's dairy muft 
be confiderablei as the wants of all the neighbourhood 
are liipplied by it^ befide the export fale of great quan- 
tities of butter. 



PRICES OF HIDESt TALLOW, WOOLf AND CtFAMTITIBS 
SOLD. 

Barony ofTyrawUy. 

This barony requires for its own confumption all 
the wool it poiTefTes. Hides this year fell at three pence 
halfpenny per pound. No export of tdlow; the quaii* 
tides fold, of either hides or tallow, are very little, at 
no beef is flaughtered, except for home conilmiption^ 

Barwy rf Burri/bopl* • 

The hides and tallow of tins barony are of fo triffing 
confideradon as to delerve no mention ; nor is there 
any more wool than is neceflary for doathing its iaha« 
bitanta. 



1 7 Baronjf 
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.■■'":!*'> 
Barony of Murri/y. 

Hides Ibid liere this year from five to ihc flnlliogs 
per ftonej tallow from eight to mne ihiUii^; and 
wool from dgbteen to twenty (hillings per ftone. The 
quantity of hides and tallow only fupply the wants of 
the barony. The principal farmers export great quah- 
tides of wool to Ballinalloe \ the country is fupplied by 
the mountain farms. 

Barony of Clanmorris* 

Hide$ laft feafon fold at about five fhillings and five 
pence the ftone; tallow from five to feven (hillings pier 
ftone; wool at Ballinafloe fair from fifteen to fcventeen 
Ihillings per Aone. The quantity of hides and tallow 
was pnly produced by w]}at was flaughtered for home 
confumption 5 the quantity of wool is not very con- 
fiderable, as the grounds here are flocked with neat 
cattle as well ^s ihcep. : , 

/ Barony of GaJkn,. 

The prices and quantities of hides, tallow, and 
wocJ^ are the fame in this barony as in Clanmorris» 
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^tatiiAitcaustptioaf ih^ iot fiye Iheiep td Otatboras 
rthfice is not one in Gailen^ 

Barony of Kilmatne. 

This barony, as the laft, agrees in every TeQ)eft 
with Clanmorris, as to quantities and prices of wool» 
tallow, and hides, but that the quantities of wool ex- 
ported from this barony ztt very great j it being, tbc 
greateft part, a fine, champaign, flieep country. 

^ Barmy of Co/Mb. 

TTie common price of -wool bere is fixtccn (hiHlngs 
|>ef ftone; hides three pence per ponnd, and tallow 
eight flifflii^s and eight pence per (tone. The quan- 
tkfes fold arc not confiderable, the hides and tdloW 
being ^n!y from the liome confumption of beef, .and all 
the wool bought tip by the poor of the country f6r 
their doathing. 

^ARMS — THEIR SIZE. 

Barony.^ Tymnukj.' 

The farms in this barony are in jgeaeral Ja^,icArjce 
one under an hundred, and they contain from that 

number 
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number to five hundred acres; as the common ^tenantrir/ 
hold in partnerfhip, and the gentlemen and graziers 
occupy wide trafts. 

But latterly^ though, the tenants take in common, 
they begin to fubdivide to ten and twelve acres each, 
and every two or three, which number ftill wife t5 
keep together, hold in that proportion. 

Barony of Burri/booU 

The tenantry in this barony are getting as much, 
and as quickly as poffible, into the pradice of takii^ 
and dividing farms into pieces of from four to eight 
acres« They find that the tenant, who in conjundiioa 
could not pay twenty ihilUngs^ can eafily pay, for a &- 
parate di^on of the fam^e ground, one guinea and a 
half per acre; in general, however, the tenants hold 
in conjunAion large, farms, from thirty to an hundr^ 
acres, and have the houfes cluftered in village^. 

Barmy (f Mwmfit^ 

Here the villagers (partnerflup tenures harag ifa a 
great meafure diflblved) hold farms at a bulk rent of 
from five guineas to ten pounds % the mountam farms 
are more extenfive. 

Barony 
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Bartmy of Carra^ 

* Stock farms contain from oat to fiv^ hundred acres; 
other farmsi held immediately by occupying farmers 
under the proprietors, are from fix to ten acres } thofe 
under the middlemen are fiill lels. 



Barotty of ClanmorrU. 

The farms here defcend in fize from tWo hundred 
to an hundred acres, and many under that flze« ^ 

Barony of Gallen* 

The fize here is from Cxty to two hundred acres; 
the poor are juft beginning to take feparate leaies and 
holdings. 

Barony of KilmMtne. 

The extent of the farms of this bar(»y ts from fifty 
to three hundred acres. 

BitMiy 
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Bartmy of C^MhiT 

The farms httt being fet at a bulk rent, and great 
piece$ of fiKnmtaiQ generally attached to them, are of 
eoniiderable ejitene> from one to fonr hondred acres, 
nofily in the po>fleffiofi of idllagers. 

Farm Houfes and Offices^ 

As I underftand this enc^uiry not to mean the habi* 
tations of the poor, which are enquired after in ano- 
ther place, i therefore fuppofe it alludes to the habita- 
tions of an upper order of the inhabitants; and of fiich 
it may be reported, that thdr houfes are neat and or- 
derly, confifting of a ground floor, with a kind of atdc 
fldry, chiefly for bed-roomsi and lighted from the 
gables, the fide-walls not being high enough for that 
purpofe. 

The offices, fiich as barn, cowhoufe, and flable, are 
iiiitably large and convenient ; all thatched with flraw, 
and built of lime and Aone. 

Baronies of Burri/bool and Murrtps. 

The upper fermers have fnug houf^ with chimneys 

a&d feparate offices. 

Barony 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE COUNTY OF MAYO. 



Barony of Carra» 

In this barony are a great m^ny neat and good 
hon&s of this defcription. 

Barony of Clanmorris, 

The upper little farmers have here fnug houfes bmlt 
of ftone and clay^ fometimes mortar^ with one partition^ 
and a chimney^ and ieparate ofEces. 

Barony of Gallen. 

The honfes are in this barony made of dry walls, 
af&d da(hed infide with Hme and mortar ; they have 
generally a* chimney and two partitions, with a little 
ftiile of cow-houfe, barn, and ftable, befides a little 
recefs called hag^ winch is made into the fide wall, 
^ppofite the family fire, for one bed ; this is divided 
from the fire and the body of the houfe by ftraw - 
mats, wHch hang parallel with the wall from the roof, 
by way of curtain. 

Barony of Kilmame. 

Farm houfes here are in general neit;t^cr neat nor 

good. 

K Barmy 
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Barony of Coftello. 

The richcft of the yeoman farmers have not a fccond 
hearth, nor windows to fubjeft them to that tax, al- 
though paying an annual rent of fronr^onc to two hun- 
dred pounds \ the houfes are built of ftone, and dafhed 
with; day^mortar,^ and - fejdom in any[ of them a 
chimney. 

Alode of repairing them^ whether by Landlord or Tenant. 

\ (haU -here not only mention pf the barrpny of Ty- 
r,awlcy, but of this county at large, and „al| the othcf; 
Qounti^s I know any thiijg of in iTelfindi;, t^at totally 
different from Englai^d^ the houfes are. invariably re- 
paired by/the tenant^ as it (ults his wi(h or convenience^ 
at his own expenfe, never bj the landlord ; and, by an 
e:}iprefs claufe in eve^y determinable ^afe, the tenant is 
bound to keep his houie in repair^i and all the improve- 
ments of the farm. 



' NATITRE 
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2!li&TURE OF TENpRES^ GENERAL 6TATE OF LEASES^ 
OR PARTICULAR CLAUSES THEREIN, 



Tyrdwlfy and Burri/booL 

The villagers of thofe two baronies have been in the 
ufage of getting leafes for only from fifteen to twenty- 
one years, but of late they have been further indulged 
by extending thofe leafes^ to one or more lives ; the 
better order of tenantry have and get leafes of three 
lives. 

In looking over the notes, which I have taken in 
th^ different baronies feparately, I fee that the report, 
which anfwers for one, may be made of them all, that 
is, that the terms now granted are one,, two, and 
fomctimes three lives, or thirty-one years 5 fometimes, 
but rarely, and chiefly in the, barony of Gallen, leafes 
don't exceed twenty-one years. 

The only particular claufe, not univerfally but fome- 
times inferted in leafes, is that againft alienation under 
certain reftriftions. 

A claufe has been recently introduced into leafes 
made in the baronies of Tyrawley and Burriftiool, for 
reclaiming bogs and mountain, by which a cettain 
ilipul^ted allowance is agreed upon ^o be made the 

K % tenant 
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tenant out of the referved rent for every acre fo re- 
claimed. 



TAX£S OK CESSES t»AID BY TENANTS. 

Barony of Tyra*wiey, 

Quit-rents arc paid fometimes by the landlord, fome- 
times by the tenant ; all the other taxes, county, con- 
tingpnt, parifh, &c. p^d by the tenant. 

Barony of BurrtftfooL 

Church-inoney annually comes to about four pence 
per acre; quit-rent is paid by the tenant; the two 
grand jury cefles amount annually to about twenty 
pence for every green acre, and this average ftatement 
may anfwer for the whole county. Sir Neal O'Don- 
neU*s eftate, I have been told, pays no quit-rent, being 
originally an allodial grant to the Butler family. 

Baronies of Carra and Coftello. 

In thofe two baronies the quit-rent is commonly 
pkid by the landlords, but in all the other baronies 
by the tenants, together with all the other ufual 
^ffes. 

PROPORTION 
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PROPORTION ^F WORKING HORSES OR BULLOCKS TO 
^HE SIZE OF FARMS. 

Barony of TyrawJej. 

Already it has appeared how few bullocks ari 
worked in this barony, A farmer, having an hundred 
acres, will not have more than five or fix horfes for 
the cultivation of his farm, and the ufe of his family ; 
but a farm of that extent, occupied by villagers, will 
fupport ten families, each of whom always has a horfe, 
which they join to make up a team, and complete 
the fpring ploughing, although they may have pre* 
vioufly fubdivided their farms, which is now mofl: fre- 
quently done for their own convenience. In this cafe 
then the average computation would be, one borfe to 
each fubdivifion of ten acres* 

Baronies of Burri/hool and Murrl/k. 

In tkofc two baronies in general every villager has 

a working garran ; and thofe villagers proportion of 

green (reclaimed generally) ground is about fix acres. 

No bullocks are worked here, except by Lord Sligo; 

as to the proportion, therefore, no rule can be afcer*. 

tained. 

Baronies 
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Baronies of Clanmorris^ Carr a i and Kilmainik _'^ 

In thofe baronies, the grounds being moftly in pas- 
ture, no proportion can be eftahlifhed \ but the tillage 
farn^s have about one horfe to every fixteen acres. 

Barony of Galfen, 

Almojl every poor man, of ever fo fmall a holding, 
muft have his poppy to work and ride •, the poney is 
here confidered more indifpenfibly neceflary than the 
cow. 

. Barony of Coftello* 

The villagers here, who are in partner ftiip, divide 
themfelves, according to their numbers, into four or 
eight parties; each party l^eep a horf^, the joint pro- 
perty of the whole, which horfes do in common the 
work of the. village. Ry this method it tjjjns out, that 
^very two villagers, holding about ten ox twelye acres 
of grceq grquiid, wUl have oi^e horfe. 



GENERAL 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE COUNTY.OF MAYO. 71 



GENERAL SIZE OF FIELDS OR ENCLOSURES. 

Barony of Tyrawiey, 

r In this barony the common fize among the villagers 
is from one to thre^ aCf^ ; among the upper '^farmers 
and' gentlemen, from five id twenty acres. 

Baronies of Burrijbool^ Murrtfk^ Gdlen^ and Cofiello. 

The common fize of fields and enclofures in thofc 
baronies^ is froim four tO't\^(enty acre^ ; - " - 



' Baronies of Carra^ Kilmainey and ClanrnQfris. 

t 
Some of the farmers in Carra have fifty acres of 
wheat in one field \ and in the baronies of Elilmaine 
and Clanmorris they defcend from that fae to twenty, 
ten, five, and fometimes even lefs ; but fome of the 
gentlemen and graziers have fcopes of an hundred acres 
and more in the fame fields. 



NATURE 
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NATURE OF FENCES, 

Barwy of Tyravflej. 

Among -the villtgera^ fiones and ftone quarries beiQg 
very £:arce» their only feaces are bad ditche% made of 
fods ; but the better order of tenantry and g^atlemeu 
enclofe with quicked ditches and ftone walls. 

*t 

Barony of Burri/hooL 

There are fomC) but very few good quicklet dkches 
and walls here : in general the fences are very bad ; 
only a few fods thrown upon one another behind a Iit« 
tie grip, the fize of a potatoe-furrow. 

Barony of Murri/k. 

Here are for fences fmall (bd ditches, and finall, 
low, loofe ftone walls. 

Barony of Kilmaine. 

i 

Stone walls in general, many of them loofe and bad, 

are the fences here. 

Barony 
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Barortf of Co/iello. 

The only fences here> with little exceptioDi are fiogle 
bad ftone walls. 

Barony of Carra» 
/ 

All ftoae walls> many of them well made^ and very 
good fences. 

Barony of Clanmorris, 

Dry walls, from five to fix feet high, where ftones 
are convenic nt ; and quickfet ditches, and little fences 
railed of fod where ftones are not to be found. The 
fences of th. poor are very mean and bad. 

Barony of Galkn. 

The common people, in order to clear their fields, 
which nature has beftrewed with ftones, coUeA them 
into walls, which look more like ramparts than com- 
mon fences: where there is not a convenience of ftones, 
they fubftitute for walls, fmall, bad, fod ditches. 

L Mentbflt 
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Mention here muft fervc as a general cx^ption, 
that fome parts of the deihefnes of the Marquis of 
Sligo, and the Hon. Denis Browne, extend into Bur- 
ri/hool, and do not come into the fmall calcnlations 
ftiled to the inhabitants at large ; nor do the demdhes 
or improvements of gentlemen of the' other barorties 
come into the common defcription, intended to (hew 
the general ftate of the country. The fences, for in- 
ftance, and hedgerows of the gentry are of fuperior 
excellence in thofe very baronies, where thofe of tWt 
l6w tenantry are the worft polBble, 



MODE OF HEDGEROWS, AND^ KEEPING HEDGES. 

Barony of ^yrawley. 

In this barony* in all the county^ there are no hedge*? 
rows, except in ditches, and the only mode of keeping 
them is to preferve them from cattle, which the bank 
generally does, and the foflc ; no ftch thing as paling 
being ufed to proteA them, as in England; 



Barony of BurrifhooL 
Here are no, hedgerows. 



Baronies 
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Baronies of Murrlfk^ Carra, Clanmorrisj i^c. £5"^. 

Were I to write down aH the barbnfes, the aniwcfs 

would be none, none, and fo on. The poor of this 

county, none indeed but the gentry have got into the 

• pra^ice of hedging ditches with thorn, or any thirig 

elfe; wherie they are prrt dcywn they thrive profperoufljr, 

which is the cafe at all t¥e gentlemens' feats. 

} ' . , ■' J . . . 

MODE QT l^aAIKlNG. , . • 

No baronial diftinftion is neceflary on this fubjeft, 
becaufe throughout the whole county, in the very little 
draining that is pf aftifed, there is but one method pur- 
fucd, that is, common open draining. 

Fortunate indeed would it be, if the principles and 
tlie praftice of Mr. Elkingtoni in draining, were known 
and ufed in a country, which fo much requires both;^ 
and it is equally ftrange, that in this county, where 
whole trafts, in many places almoft the \vhole vifible 
horizon is a quagmire fcope of bog, that Ibme perfon's 
wifh of drying his property did not lead him, as it did 
Mr. Elkington, to the eafy, plain principle, of cutting, 
off the main Jpringf from which ifTued the inundation. 

L 2 * In 
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In many parts of the county, where all the mifchicf 
docs not proceed from the invifible courfe of fubtcrra- 
neous water, but from the irtipervioufncfs of fome of 
the upper ftrata, which retain the water on the fur- 
face, which I am very fure is the cafe in many part^ of 
tl;ie baronies of GaUcn,,Coftello, Clanmorris, and Kil- 
.mB^Ci and in manypther parts, but particularly in the 
bjjFpny of Gallen, I thinkh very.neceflary to recommend 
th? ufe of hollow drainiAg, which would anfwer two 
very material purpofes^ firft, the remqv^l of the fur- 
face water, and alfo the removal of a troublefome and 
injurious incumbrance of fcattered ftones, which here 
are a very gre^ annoyance, and with which thofe 
drains could be filled, inftead of collefting them, as is 
done^ on. t;he furfac^. , , \ 

However, it is plealant tp he^r, that Mr. Elkington 
is engaged to be in, this county early ia the approach- 
ing fummer, to drain different parts of the. Marquis of 
,Sligo's eftates,^ yli^n praftice and example will diffufe 
more Benefit, than ^writing over pag^s upon p?ges of 
theory. , 

In the county of Donegal, fo viplent is the rage for 
irrigating meadows, and fo vaft the benefits arifing 
fropa its ufe, that fo very great is the demand a Scotch 
, gentleman is iq, who manages and profefles this branch, 
that the Farming Society of Raphoe were obliged to 
enter a . refolutipn/on. their books, that no one gcntle- 
qian (hould monopolize his inftruf^ions, at any ope 

, time^ 
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tii|ie, longer than Icvcn days. And k is td be eameftly 
hopedi that Mr. Elkington's company and aififtance 
ynH be Ibught in Mayo with the fame avidity. 

NATURE OF MANUKES. 
Barony ofTyrawley. 

Dung of catde is here the chief manure ; but limc- 
ilone-g^avel, for the litde reclaiming, that is done^ of 
bog$ and mountsun> lands, with which this barony 
much abounds, is in great ufe. Strange to tell, no 
paring or burning is here ufed in deep bogs ; in upland 
Iba grounds they burn the furrows, and manure the 
lazy-beds with the aflies of the burned clay j this pro- 
duces them, without dung, one crop of potatoes, and 
one of oats. 

' Lime at confiderable labour and expence they ufe, 
without any ingredient or affiftance, to reclaim and 
manure deep bogs and mountains, where limeftone- 
gravel or marie cannot be had. Marie is here very 
rarely to be met with, but, where found and ufed, 
proves excellent manui;e for reclaiming and fertilizing. 

Where burning upland or common lea foil has been 
praftifed repeatedly to a third or fourth time, they find 
it neceflary to renovate the foil, by laying on a coat of 

mofs. 
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mols, or bcgf fcnl^ fojBetimcs mix^ wftk eartl;)^ dmg, 
or any other rubbUh about a fariaer's houfe. 

It is_a general praflticc amoqg the pcalantrj, to ad/l 
to their little dunghills ftrata of bog-foil, which they 
work and incorporate either with or without lime, 
liffleftone-gravel, or loam, which proves an enriching 
compoft. Thi3 excellent praftice they have intuitively 
fallen into, or they have rather derived it from natural 
ingenuity and experience'; for certain it is, they have 
not learned the ufe of them from the Agricultural Re- 
ports of England, where, in volume the firft preclfely, 
ftick compofts are fo ftrongly recommenfledil«catifc I 
find^e prafficc and ufe of them eaiftedin tMi county, 
loing ptiof'to the date of any fttch Reports m England ^ 
trtar the fea, fhelly fea fand and fea weeds^ ^ - • 

. Barony of Btjtrrijhool, 

Black mud and fend or ¥me mixed, beiide dung, 
and near th^ fea its weed?, are here the common ma- 
nures. Here is alfo plenty of limeftone-grav-el, f^ldom 
in the champaign parts requiring long carriage, 

r 

Barony of Carra. 

Sarnmg. — I am now writing under the dlreftiofl of 
as good Authority as- may be, and it ftates, that in the 

courfe 
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cotrrle of the laft three years the country ^vould abfb- 
lutely have ftarved, if the law againft burning h^d 
been enforced. This law, therefore, if it fhould not 
be repealed abfolutely, fhould at leaft be modified, {o 
as to oblige the tenants, as in England, to put down 
improving cropa^ and let out the land not in a worfe 
condition than it was when firft tilled. In this Re^port 
it wo«ild be idle to lay any thing ia favour of burning, 
and of afhes as a manure ; all Europe has already pro- 
nounced it one of the beft ; witnefs Scotland, witnefs 
Holland, witnefs England, where facks of afhes are 
fold at as high prices as facks of oatmeal are fold in 
cheap feafons in this country. 

£arMy of Clamnorris* 

Here compofts are made at the doors, of peat, mofs, 
lea foil, and dung; lime is or can be feldom added, 
from the fcarcity of turf: thofe are left to ferment in 
^erftate ibfata, and then incorporated after a regular 
l^pfe of time, as if thofe people had been inftruAed in 
tjie theory of fermentatioq, and its refolvent and fer- 
tUizi^g efFeAs on theit little dunghills and potatoe 
garctens. 

Paring and burning is much praftifed here ; but the 
lands are generally too much exhaufted to recover foon 
from the repetition and ill choice of crops. Every 

where 
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where ia this barony is plenty of lune and limeftoae-^ 
graveL 

- ' ' \ 

Barony of Gallen^ 

Liineftone-gravel i§ everywhere difFuf^d throughout 
this barony; in many parts marie* Paring and burn- 
ing is not much known ; it commencesi but is re-» 
ilrained by the land-proprietors. 

Barony of Kilmaine. 

lime, limcftone-gravel, every where to be found j 
fbme^ but not much marie ;. paring and burnings but 
not much, and compofts are here the currency of 
manures. 

Barony of Coftelh, 

In the north-eaft part of the barony limeftone-gravel 
is founds; very wher^; in the north- weft moftly marie; 
in the fouthern parts gravel is the principal manure ; it 
is fometimes of limeftonc. The inhabitants here are 
juft getting into the mode of paring and burning ; thoie 
are all they have, and ufe befide compofts and dung. 

• 

Barony 
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Bar$ny of Murrifk. 

Near the fea-coaft fhelly fea fand and weed^ fonit 
marie, lime, and limcftonc-gravel, frequently not Verjf' 
conyenient, befide their little dung and compofts^ tx^ 
liere the manures. 

I (hall conclude diis account of 'the ^manures cf 
Mayo, by undertdung to aflure the hutbandman there^ 
that, undl a critical examinadon of the different Ibtii 
takes piace by chymical analyfis, which, it is to b* 
hoped, gradual improvement will foon arrive at makinj^ 
general — ^I lay, till then, he may reft cm the joint ex^ 
perience, one may fay, of the farming world, diat lime 
and limeftone-gravd are, under proper regulation; 
whidi in general is only draining and common 1a« 
t)our, the principal^ the true, fertilizing manures^ 



GENERAL .SUBJECTS. . 

Population* 

The beft fbiirces, from whidi a knowledge of tfee 

population, not only of individual counties, but of the 

kingdom at large, could be derived, was always fup^ 

pofed to be the reports of parifh priefts and hearth 

M collectors. 
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collcftors, as they botk arc generally thought to keep 
lifts of the nmnber of families in their diftriAs and 
pariihes. 

However, on mature confideration, I am convinced 
that the report of ndtber one nor the other is to be de- 
fttdcA on, as a criterion to judge by of the population 
ef this Icingdom. Not that I would mean to infinuat« 
a diipofition in either the prieft, or the adleftory m 
miAitt h£ks in lAmetSp which to them Hught be indif« 
ftttnt, but becauftf the prieftt for inftance^ will not ea^ 
ctlDabcr hb lift with tb« families of the widows, the 
I^ggarsi the inihlvents of any idkApAon ; oor has 
iht hearth collector any intereft in bdog very minute 
10 Us fetumai the iimths for inftaace^ who pay {at 
two hearths, it is faid, are not noticed, nor many other 
families, by the prieft or coUcftor, al^KMi^ thole h^ 
milies confume potatoes and nulk, could fight fc»r his 
Majefty, and have every juft right to be marked in the 
population of this country. 

To the beft fource, therefore, left of information on 
that fubje£): we muft refbrt, and that I concdve to be 
Mem. Roy. Irifti Acad, for 1789. According to the 
return made them by Mr. Buftie, the number of houfes 
in the county of Mayo then were 27,970, and confe- 
quently the member oi inhatnUBtSy calctilating on 5-8 
u> etch family, makqs 140,000 fouls ia the county of 
Mayo. 

KUMB£R 
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NUMBER AMD SIZE OF VILLAGES AKO TOWNS. 

The numbar of townSf large and fnudli are firiyfoci their 
names are as fithwst 

Agdarc, 

Aughagower, 

Ardnareej 

Balladerrin» 

Belcarra^ 

Ballina, 

Ballively, 

BurceyVbarn^ 

Bake-ftreet» 

Bues, 

Bunfinglafsi 

Ballyvary, 

Ballyhaunefi, ^ 

Ballinacoftello, ^- 

Ballmr6be» 

Ball, 

Ballyhcan, 

Ballindangen, 

Brize, 

M 2 Carracaftfe^ 
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Carracaftle, 

Caftlebar> 

Clare, 

Crofmalyna, 

Caftleakcn, 

Caftlet^wnluidsi 

Cappakernan, 

Donamona, 

Faxford» 

GaUow5.hiU, 
Hollymount, 

EiUala^ 

Kilm^ne^ 

Eeelogues, 

LouUbourg, 

MnoUaji i 

Moynci 

Melcombe-rei^s, 

Neal, 
Newport, 

Rathfrao> 



Stmdp 
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Straid, 
Shrule^ 
Swinford, 

Tttlrahan, 
Turlow, 

Weftport. 

T^j far the greateft number of tbofe (owns jQiouldj^ 
£rom their fmallneis and infigniHcance, be ftyled rathe^r 
villages; and in faA> the only right they can c1suq\ 
to the name to^, is merely being the place where 
fairs are he^. The prindpal towns of fize or con« 
fideration are Caftlebar, which is one of the prettieft 
iqland towns in the kingdo;n^ though not a very com* 
mercial one; Weftport, though built within thirty 
yearsj may be called a pretty, and pot a fmall town» 
already of fome confequence in trade, and improving 
every day; Ballina, Killala, Claxe^ Ballinrobe, and 
Newport, are the others. 

The villages are aln^oft as numerous as the tenanted 
farms, becaufe till very lately, that the partnerfhip be« , 
^s to diflblve, numbers of the common people uied 
to take farms in conjunction^ and build their houfcs in 
dufters ; but though they now be^n to fubdivide the 
farms, and take any leaies they now get moftly fepa^ 

rat^ 
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rate, ftUl the houfcs are as yet very Ikde undetachcd, 
and the number of villages, as fiated, almoft equal to 
the number of tenanted farms* 



HABITATION, FUEL, FOOD, AND CLOATHING OF THE 
LOWER RANK — THEIR GENERAL COST. 

Barony of Tyraivley, 

Habitations ftill in too niany inftances poor indeed \ 
moft of them now begin to be built with lime and 
ilone; the progrefs of improvement in this article U 
viiible and confiderablej flill, however, the cow, calF^ 
&c. inhabit the fame cabins with fome of the pooi* ; 
but in thii, too, improvement commences, and detached 
huts are made to feparate the brute from the human 
ij>edes. 

Fuel^ is bog*turf ; food^ potatoes, a little oaten bread, 
Urilk, butter, herrings, and, on two or three grand fef- 
tival days in the year, (bme bits of fle(h-meat. 

Cloathing for the men is made chiefly of the wool 
and flax of the barony, manufactured into frizes and 
linens; the women alfo wear druggets and flannels^ 
made of the wool and flax of the country ; for Sunday* 
clothes the women wear cottons and ftamped Cnea 
gowns> fiuff petticoats, with cloaks made of finer fiuff* 
than fi^j and bought in the (hops \ but thofe fineries 
•^ ate 
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ore diiefly confined to the yonng women^ and rather 
upper clafs of the peafantry; and for Sunday clothes^ 
fairs, markets, and weddmgs, the young beaux and 
artifans wear Manchefter waiftcoatSi and thtckfet 
breeches. 

C^ of the cabbin and little ofEce, from three to five 
pounds, including the villager's own labour and ^ffift« 
ance. 

The fuel being faved by the labour of the fanuly, ts 
of very fmall expence; it cannot, however, be rate4 at 
lefs than about forty (hillings. 

Clothing likewiie, being manufaftured moftly by 
themfelves, is of very trifling expence. If the firize 
is bought at market, it generally cofts 3/. 6d. a flat, 
meafuring four feet two inches in length, and about 
two Act two or three inches wide; calculat&ig, then, 
on the quantity of this neceflary for a fuit, and on dit 
expences of lining and making, it comes to about two 
guineas the full drefs; the woman's, about forty fiiil- 
lings ; but the young and other perlbns, who wear the 
fineries, will have to pay ten or twelve (hillings m0re» 

Baromei of Burrijbool, Murrj/kf muL GidUfL 

HMtiaions: feme very poor, made of mrf ibdsi 
badly roofed and thatched^ and fuU of fi&oke and Artf 
i» they have neither chimneys nor officef , ejfiecpc a vwf 

£ewi 
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/ew; but fiace the commencement of ieparate tenures^ 
,the cabins beg^n to improve, and a ieparate cowhou^ 
and barn are not unfreqnently feen. 

Fuelf turf J fiod^ potatoes, oaten brea(^ milk, flum? 
mery, and on the fca-coaft, fifh. 

Cloatbing. The men and women appear dean and 
jdecent on Sundays, generally in their own manufafture 
of frizes, flannels, and druggets ; thickfets, cottons^ 
|tu08, and baizes, are frequently worn by them. 

The common frize fells here at 2/. to zr. 4^. the 
bandle of thirty-two inches ; ten bandies will be neceC- 
4ary for a fuit of cloaths ; four yards of flannel to line 
|t, at 13^. per yard, and taylor 3/.; the fuit will cpm^ 
,to i/. is^"* loJL befidc (hoes at 5/. 5^/. ftockings is. idf, 
;hat 4J* V. flurt 5/. 5i*; all this together with the 
great coat, which they always wear. In fummer for 
^^w, and for cold In winter, value about 16/. makes 
^zA 17/. 3i/.;> and this calculation, to prevent repetitioi^ 
may ferve as a ftandard for the coft of cloathing 
^roiighout the county. 



Baronies of Carta and Clanmorris. 

Habitations here are all built of Aone; thoie, who 
fite .under :the ismiediate proprietors, are in general 
onDHfoftably lodged, with ^chimneys, and inoftly fc^ 
Me crfBoesA ?ii^>turf ; food> potatoes, oatcai )bcea^ 
. . milk. 
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milk^ butter, herrings; in feftival times a piece of pork, 
or bad beef or mutton. Cloathing, frize of their own 
manufa£lure, and linens, flannels, and druggets. There 
is here, as ail over the county, a great imprpvement in 
the neatnefs and drcfs of both fexes. 



Barony of Kilmaine. 

The upper ranks of the poor are fome fnugly ^ 
lodged; the very poor have very bad cabins, fomc 
made of (bds, and fome of loofe ftones, badly thatched, 
in which the cattle herd with the family; ^hofe met on 
the road fide, and made of fods, are only temporary 
habitations for the very pooreft and beggars. The 
cabins of villagers, and tliole who have holdings of 
land, are in general built of ftone, and plaiftered infide 
with mortar. The coft of one of thofe cabins, with a 
little oflice (and the computation ftands for the ^ounty), 
as the people themfelves do moft of the work, cannot 
be highly rated; the medium may be about three 
pounds. Fuel, turf; the coft may for the whole 
county be rated, in proportion to the diftance of car- 
riage of the turf, from thirty fliillings to three pounds. 
Food, potatoes, oaten bread, thin flummery, gruel, &c. 
as in the other parts. 

N Barony ^ 
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Barony of Cofielh. 

Habitations in general, though bad, not the worft 
in^ the county. Fuel, plenty of turf; food, potatoes, 
oaten bread, milk, flummery, cabbage mixed with fait 
and butter, thin grueL 

The coft (and this computation too may fiand for the 
county) of fix in a family will come to about twenty- 
ieven pounds, calculating on the average price all, that 
the potatoes, meal, milk, and butter they confume, 
at two cows to a family, if fold, would bring. But al- 
though the articles^ if fold, might bring prices to make 
up that fum, a more reafonable calculation might be 
from fifteen to twenty pounds.— Cloathing very good; 
the men wear frizes, and fome a finer cloth, thickfet 
breeches, and red coating and pjrefTed cloth waiftcoats; 
the women too are neatly drefled, many of them in 
cottons and red cloaks. 



Price of Labour and Provifions* 

Here too I fee, in looking over this head, as ftated 
Huder the different baronies, in the notes I have taken 
in them, fo near a refemblance and equality of price, 
as not to require a feparate baronial diftinAion ; for 

it 
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it may with every degree of correftnefs and truth be 
ftated, that the general price of labour all through the 
county, with the fubfequent exceptions, is eight pence 
per day without food, fix pence per day and dinner; 
the cottiers have about fix pence per day fliort and 
long, but have good bargains of houfe, land, and 
turbary. 

The wideft deviation from the above general me- 
dium is, that at Killala the wages are fix pence in win- 
ter, and eight pence in fummer, without meat or drink; 
while at Caftlebar the wages are eight pence per dij 
with breakfaft and dinner, and thirteen pence without 
food. Occafiooal workmen, \ fuch as (heerers and 
mowers, get from ten pence to twelve pence with 
food. 

Provifions are now (December) a drug; potatoes 
fell at IS. i^. per hundred weight, and muft be cheaper 
when the armies are reduced ; good beef three pence^ 
and mutton three pence halfpenny per pound, and a 
proportionate cheapnefs in all other forts of provifions. 



State ofTithe^its general Amount on each Article — vihat 
Articles are exempt^ and what charged by Modus • 

Potatoes in this county are every where exempt. 
Corn of every kind pays every where a tenth part, in 
kind, in value, or compofition. 

N2 Haf 
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Hay is generally charged a teeth part, but in fome 
places exempt, fuch as Clanmorris, Gallen, &c. 

Sheep in fome places, fuch as the barony of Carra, 
pay by compofition a tenth part in lambs and fleeces. 

Small duesy fuch as marriage-money, chrillening- 
'money, couple money, widows, widowers, &c, are not 
the modus in this county, though in cafe of difagree- 
ment they are fometimes exaft^d. In cafe of dilagree- 
ment, too, between the proftor and farmer, the tithe is 
drawn in kind ; and in many parts an auction is adver- 
tifed, to which the neighbours flock and cant each 
other. 

Ufe of Beer and Spirits — whether either or which if 
encreaftng. 

The dearnefs of provifions for the laft three years, 
the fuppreflion, or rather fufpenfion of the diftilleries, 
and the aft againft malting, have completely over-ruled 
the ufe both of beer and fpirits throughout this county, 
ict confequence of the dearnefs 6f price, to which thofc 
caufcs have raifed them. 

In the barony of Tyrawley, and the interior of the 
county, the vigilance of the revenue-ofiicers has kept 
down private diftilleries, but in the remote and moun- 
tainous parts they went on in the worft of times, and 
are now working in full plight in the baronies of 
Clanmorris, Coftello, and, in many other places; to 

much 
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much fb, that now once more, as they have plenty to 
eat, they are refolved to have plenty to drink. 

There is a great deal of beer brewed in Caftlebar ; 
a great deal had been brewed iu different parts, for in- 
ftance, in the barony of Coftello, until the aft had 
been made againft malting, which in a great n^eaiure 
prevented the growth of barlej, the ufe of that inno- 
cent and nourifhing beverage beer, and checked in feme 
degree the career of agriculture. 

State of Roads^ Bridges^ iffc* 

The roads and bridges of this county are in fo very 
good a ftate, that one can hardly complain of the few 
that are bad. However, it muft be told, that the 
north road, from Tyrawley to Newport, is fuch a bur- 
lefque upon roads, fuch a fatire on the county, that, 
for its honour, this road (hould be either entirely 
ftdpped, or made pafTable. 

The days being Ihort when I pafled here, and the 
road fo bafely bad and deep, acrofs about twelve miles 
of a black mountain, night overtook me, the horfe* I 
rode got into the mud, and there he ftuck! I could ex- 
peft no great relief from the only inhabitants of this 
region, the groufe •, fortunately, however. It was not 
far from the glen of Bohedoore, where a private ftill 
had been at work,' and to this place a parcel of men 

were 



Digitized by 



Google 



94 STATISTICAL SURVEY 

were paffing With fome hobbies loaded with little facks; 
but thofe hobbies had pieces of boards, about four 
times the breadth of the hoof, faftened to the feet to 
prevent their iinkiug. Almoft inflantly they picked 
up my horfe, and with that charming fuavity of kind- 
neis, whicl> fo CQnfpicuoudy identifies the Connaught 
peafant, whipped thofe trappings off one of the hob- 
bies, faftened them to my horfe's feet, and conveyed 
iqe in fafety upwards of a mile, where I landed on a 
fomewhat pafTable road. 

The roads from the continent, as I may ^ay, to Erris 
are fo completely bad and devious, as to be in winter 
almoft impaflable; a new road, however, direft from 
Tyrawlcy is almoft finiflied in this barony* The 
bridges alfo in general are in very good order. 

Of Navigations and fkivigable Rivers, 

The river Moy is navigable from the Atlantic, for 
boats of fifty tons, up to Killala, and to Ballina, fix 
miles and a half into the county. 

By one lock at the caftle of Belleek, ftiips of heavy 
burden, it is faid, could come^up to Ballina, if the river 
at one part near the town was deepened. 

The river of Lung^ which runs into Lough-gara, is 
navigable for eight or ten miles, from above the bridge 
of Ctenan, for boats of ten ton, except in a few fpots, 

not 
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not amounting in all to a mile. Lough-gar a is tea 
miles long to Carrowmore, within a mile of Boyle, and 
navigable for boats of any weight ; from Carrowmore 
to Lough-kay, by the river of Boyle, a diftance of 
about one mile and a half, could at an eafy expence be 
made navigable 5 and from thence to the Shannon, a 
(pace of about five miles, by the excavation of about 
one mile^ could alfo be made navigable. 

Lough-gara, near Boyle, touches on the borders of 
Rofcommon, Sligo, and Mayo; it is in fome places^ 
£ve miles acrofs; its banks are for the moft part ex- 
cellent for tillage and fattening; thofe banks are Tike- 
wife in the neighbourhood of coal and iron ore, con- 
fequently opening this navigation might eventually 
prove of extreme public utility. 

Thofe are the only navigations or navigable rivers in 
this county, except the Marquis of Sligo^s canal, which 
winds for feveral miles through his demefne; it ferves 
for conveying fea and other manures to different parts 
of the demefne, for conveying among the fields tur« 
nips and green feeding, and for feveral purpofcs. 

Of Fijheriis. 

Fifty fiftiing-boats are plying about Killala: the 
fifliery is frequently a good one here; it is now (No- 
vember) a bad herring feafon. 

For 
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For twb or three years, under an idea of the herrings 
having deferted the coaft, the fiftieries have been totally 
neglefted about Newport and Weftport. However it 
is prefumed wat;ch (hould be kept, left they may come, 
and again fteal away unperceived, to the great preju- 
dice not only of this country, but of the kingdom. 

At Newport and Burriftiool rivers there are fmall 
falmon fiftieries fet at fixty pounds a year. 

At Killery bay there is a falmon fiftiery, produdng 
au annual rent of an hundred and fifty pounds to the 
leflee of Lord Sligo. There are two other confider- 
able falmon fiftieries at^elclare and Louift)ourg. 

Probably all the lakes and rivers of the county 
abound with all forts of frefli-water fifti, and many of 
them are the depots for all the falmon to depofit their 
^ ipawn in. 

Chnlomley river, in the barony of Coftdlo, is the 
chief nurfery for the Ballina fiftiery, and is now in care 
of bargeil. Thofe bargers, or perfons appointed to 
watch the rivers where the falmon come up to fpawn, 
are extremely troublcfome, in entering the houfes of 
peaceable inhabitants at late hours, abufing and beating 
them when not in bribe. This I write by defire of a 
gentleman in the barony of Carra, who is ready to 
' prove it.^ ' 

The Killala and Ballina fiftieries are very confidcr- 
tble, befide a great many of inferior note on fmall 
rivers coiAmunicating with the fea. 

Frefli- 
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. Frcfli-water ififU pf every kind, and t^c beft qwkr 
litks, abound in all the lakes and rivers of tius county* 
la times of fcarcity of provifiops, if. the childarea 
wereinftru^ed in fifluag with fine hooks, lines, and 
proper bait$, they could pofitively in fiunmer time 
have abundance in filh alone, without meal or poutoes. 



STATE OF EDUCATION, SCHOOLS, AND CHARITABLE 
INSTITUTIONS. 



Notwithftanding the backward fituation of this 
county, it caimot, in point of the education common to 
the poor of the kingdom, be faid to be inferior to the 
other parts of it. In the 

. Barony of Tyrawlfj 

There are no endowed fchools. Common country^ 
fchools, teaching to read and write, are pretty frequent} 
no charitable inftitution. 

^ Barony of Burri/booL * 

. Here is an inftj^ution eftabliflie4 by the Rev. Mr. 
Vefey, late reftor of the parifti at Newport, who^ con- 
tributed fix btmdred pounds, and by Sir Neal O'Don- 
o ncll. 
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ncU; who contributed two himdrcd pounds, bcfidc at 
dwclUtlg and fchoorhoufes, and a plot of ground of a 
few perches. Into this fchool children of all dcfcrip- 
tions are admitted, and taught EngHfli and writingl 
Sir Neal CDonnell is the truttee. 

Here is beiide one of the charter-fchools for forty 
children. No other charitable inftitution. • 

Barony ofMurrj/t. 

A free-fchool is.juft now opened at Wcftport, for 
the education of poor children. ' . 

So great is the population of this part of th^ coun- 
try, that every two or three villages have a fchool nu- 
meroufly attended. Here is beiide the 40/. fchool of 
the pariih. 

Charitable injiitutions. None here, except cafual do- 
nations by the Marchionefs of Sligo \ they fhould not, 
hoDi^evcr, be called cafual ; th^y are conftant, abundant, 
and extenfjve tp all the poor* 

Barony of Carra. 

There is at Caftlebar a charter-fchool for fifty girls ; 
the parochial and common fchools are every where 
difpcffedj at Caftlebar, too, is tte county infirmary, 
confifting of twelve beds. 

Barony 
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Barony of Clanmorris. 

State of education here is very defe£live ; no en- 
couragemen^t whatever. ■. The common fchpoj-maftcrs 
are much fewer than before the rebellion. No chari- 
table inftitution. 

Barony of Gallen. 

The ftate of education in this barony is confined to 
common fchools for reading and writing Engliih, and a 
little arithmetic ; at which moft of the children of the 
poor attend, while the parents can fpare them froni 
working. No charitable inftitution. 



Barony of Kilmaine. 

There is at BalUnrobe a charter-fchodl for forty 
boys \ no other endowed fchool. The young are ge^- 
ncrally fcnt to common fchools, where they pay i/., 
IX. 6^., and fometimes more per quarter, according to 
the progrefs of the children. No charitable infti- 
tution. 

o 2 fiarony 

> I 
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Barony rf Cofiilh. 

■ Pcttf fchocJs, kept and pdd for by the poor, arc the 
oiily fonrce of education here, except Mr* Coftello's 
fchod, fupported fay him for the poor of his eftate m 
this barony. I am defired by good authority to ftye, 
that there is not one fchool of the 40/. endowment in 
any or either of the eight partfhes of this barony ; and 
mdeed I am forry to obferve, that few, very few of 
them are icept in this or any other county I am dc<> 
^oainted with. No charitable inftitutioa. 



OF ABSENTEE AND B.ESIQENT PRQPRIETPRS. 



Barony of Tyrawley. 



ABSENTEE. 



Arran, Earl of ^ , ^ 

Biflipp and Dean of KUlaku . Bif^op^s hcH3& 

occupied as a barrack. 
Burke^ Captain William, m the mHitia 
Cormick, Captain^Michael ; 

Knox, Majojr John— militia 
Knox, Arthur, Woodflock 

Knox, 
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Knox, Counfellor, Bartra 

Gore, Honorable Richard 

Handy, Samuel 

Sling, Honorable Colonel 

Palmer, Captain Thomas, Summer-hill 

Palmer, Sir John, Caftlelacken 

Palmer, Roger, Palmcrftown 

Tyrawley, Lord 



Atkinfon, Charles 
Burke, Jofeph, Carrokeel 
CufFe, Colonel, DecUcaftle 
Jackfon, Colonel, Prolpeft 
King, Rev. Archdeacon, Ballina 
Knox, Francis, Rappa 
Orme, William, Abbey-town 
Ormlby, John, Gortnarabbey 
Orme, Robert, Mllbrook 
Paget, James, Knockglafs 
Palmer, Roger, Carrowmore - 
Pue, Robert, Strahan 
Vaughari, Arthur, Carrowmore 



Barony 
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Barony of Burri/bool^ 



KEStDENT. 



Sir Neal O'DonneU 
Minor O'Malley 



ABSENTEE. 



Captaia Michael Cormicfc 

Barony^ of Murri/i, 



Marquis of Sligo 
Boniface Garvey 

NON-RESIDENT. 

Clanricarde^ Earl of 
Lucan, Earl of 
O'Malley^ Samuel 
Palmer, Roger 
Tuam, Archbi(lu>p of 
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Barony of Carra. . 



RESIDENT, 

Browne> Dodwell^ Rahins 

Blake, Mark, BaUinafad ' ^ 

Blake, Major, Towerfiill 

Browne, Dominick, BreafTy 

Fitzgerald, Colonel, Turlow 

Gildea, Anthony, Port-royai / ' 

Lynch, Captain Henry, Cloonlahin 

Lynch, Patrick, Clogher 

Moor, George, Moorball 

MON-RKSIDEMT, 

Avonmore, Lord 
Blake, Sir Walter 
Blofs, Sir Robert 
Erne, Lord 
Lucan, Lord 
Palmer, Roger 

BaroHj rf Clanmorrts* 

RtSIDENT. 

Browne, Colonel, Cafilemagarrettj occilionallj 
with his re|^ment» 

Browne, 
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Browne, Lieut. Colonel, Brown-hall, Ditto 

Lynch, Peter, Moat 

Lynch, Andrew Crane, Bulybcgg 

Kirkwood, , Cottleftown 

Moore, Jofeph, BallintaiFy 

I 

Blofs, Sir Robert 
Blake, Walter, Dtmmacreeny 
Bell, Edmond, Streamftown 
Fitzmaurice, Mark 
Kirwan, Edmond, Dalgan 
0*Moore, Garrett, Cloghan-caftk 
Trench, Thomas, Ballykin 
Trench, Frederick, Qgeen's county 

Barony Qf GdUn. 



Browne, George, Browne^s-town 
Joice, John, Oxford 
Jordan, Myles, Rofslevan 
Jordan, Charles, Thornhill 
Lynch, James, CuUen 

M^Manus, — ^- , Barley-hill . 

Martin, Thomas, Germany 
Moore, Robfert, Cloonger 
drm(by, Thomas, Ballinamorc 
,. T^aff, Henry, Woodfiei4 
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^S 



MOM-RBSIOtlfT. 

Brabazod» Sir Anthony 

• Knox, Minor, Woodiiocfc 

Gore, John, Woodford 

Barony of Kilmahe. 

RESIDENT. 

Browne, Arthur, Turinrcaftla 

Blake, John, Heathu 

Bowcn, Chriftopher, Hollymouixt 

D'Afcy, ^- Gortein 

Gild^a, , Port-royal 
Kirwan, Edmpndt, Qal^ 
JQrwan, Martin, French-grOTo 
Lyndfey, Thomas, HoUymbunt 
Miller, Major, Millford. : 
Ruttledge, ^y Bloomfield 

Blake, Minor, Lehlnch 

Blake, Charles, Moyne 

Browne, George, Mount-Browne 

Clanmorris, Lord 

Edward, Anthony 

Jennyngs, , Mount-Jennyngs 
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Eilmaine^ liord 
Tyrawley, Lord 



Barony of G^elh. 

KISIDINT, 

Coftello, Charles, Edmondftowtt 
Bcttagh, - , Manmn 

Dillon, John, Lung 
Dillons^* MiTs, Cottage 
Dillon, Luke, Anna 
Hughes, Jaines, Ealladerrin 
McDonnell, Myks, Cloonmore 
0<MalleJr, Alexander^ JEden 
Nolan, J(riin, Logb(^ 
Ormlby, Bo%«ii 
TaafFei Hcnry> fWooifidd 
Trench, Freierildt 

tlOK-RtSIDEKT* 

Bermingham, John, Daigan 
Coftello, Patrick, Galway 
Dillon, Cobnel, Hazel-hiU 
Dillon, Lord 

French, Arthur, French-park 
Knox, William, Dublin 
Knox, Arthur, Woodftock 
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Of Circulation of Money or Paper. 

AiR09g conunerci^ and literate perfons^ money and 
P^er are equally curreat; but the natives of the wUd 
mauntainy parts neither g^ve nor take paper* 

Cf farming or agricultural focieties. 

Tlere la no fuck thing in this county^ ao^ 'dioie 
bcft acquainted with its economical and ppliticai eon-* 
fiitntion apprehend there is no profpedl of any for fomo 
years to come. 

OF MANUFACTURES— WHETHER ENCREASING, 

Barony of Tyrawley* 

None, except in yams and (inens, which Is very con* 
fiderabl^, though they cannot be faid to be on the en- 
creafe. Here is po bleach-green; the linens^ pf qourie» 
are fold grey^ and fent into other countri^. 

p % Barony 
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Bafonj of BurriJhooL 

Almoft all die cabins have every oxst a loom, iome 
two» and they fpia aod weave {^eces of linen for the 
Caftlebar and Weftpoi:t markets. A ftraw manufac* 
tory was introduced and encouraged here by Mrs. 
Graydon; there are now in Newport and its neigh- 
bourhood a great number* of ^rls empbyed> whole 
manufaAure is fold at from 4/. to 26/. the hat 6r bon« 
net; veify fmali girls earn from fix pence to fifteen 
pence per day ; the moft fafluonable ladies of this and 
the adjacent counties buy and wear them, not for cha- 
rity, but for their finenefs and excellence* 

Barony of Murri/k* 

The linen manufaAure was introduced here and pa- 
tronized by the late Earl of Altamont; it did and does 
profper exceedingly^! Two very extcnfive bleach-greens, 
one of them remarkably fo, are now eftablifhed and at 
full work in this neighbourhood* tloarfe frizes, flan- 
nels, and ftockings are manufaAured in this barony 
for the, ufe of the country. 

* / Barony 

* I believe the number to be upwards of an hundred chil- 
dren, moft of whom mainuin themfelves and their families 
by the ftniw manu&dure* G. 
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Barony of Carra* 

The linen manufafture is in this barony arriyed at a 
high degree of improvement^ and has been, by pams 
and premiums, brought to its prefent perfection by the 
late Lord Lucan. Here is at Calllebar a linen-hall^ 
where upwards of five hundred pounds are laid out 
every Saturday- No other manufaftory, except for 
the ufe of the country, frizes, flannels, &c. which is 
common to all the barcmies. 

Barony of Clanmorris. 

^one but the linen-yarn manufacture, which has 
encreafed, and is encreailng. 

Barony of Gallen. 

The linen and yarn trades arb here in ax^ infant, 
trifling, yet encreaflng procefs. 

Barony of Kilmaine. 

The chief manufafture here is of yarn? there arc 
jbmc, but very few weavers. 

Barony 
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Barony of Coft^lh* 

The flax and yam trades arc here in very briflc 
pBght ; large qnantities of both are fold raw and io 
^Bncns. 

Of Encouragement to them, and the peculiar aptnefs of 
Situation for their extenjion. 

The principal encouragement to the principal manu* 
fafture of the county has appeared to have been given 
by the late Earls of Altamont and Lucan» which not 
only has improved their own efiates and neighbour- 
hoodsy but diifuied the linen trade> and gave that 
branch a very aftive fpring through the county* The 
migration too of the northern weavers, during the late 
troubles^ into this county has very much promoted the 
linen manufafture. 

As to the peculiar aptnefs of fituation for the exten- 
fion of manufaflures, it may be called peculiar^ but 
▼cry general with regard to its diiFufion and frequency 
in different parts of it» 

That there are inexhauftible quantities of coal in the 
mountains of Mayo, every appearance confirins as near 
as pof&ble to a certainty % and I am afhamed to tell of 

the 
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the Marquis of Sligo, that, though he has received 
thoie afTurances, he is diflnclined to adventure a few 
hundreds in the fearch. 

In Slieu Cam, and Mr. Coftello's mountains in that 
barony, coal ccr^nly lies hid. 

If thofe difcoveries were afcertamed, as there ii 
-tvcry ^irhere abundance of ore and water, we could 
again have iron manufaftories, as they had before^ 
while fuel lafted in this county. 

There are near Weftport clays for potteries and 
porcelain, and the manganefe for prindng a^d glazing; 
b'ut for want of enterprize \ve export thofe airticte^ to 
our ingetiious and adventurous fiftcr, England* 

At Ballina, Cofielio, and difFefent parts of tl^ counter 
IS abundance of fuel and water, and confequently every 
aptnefs of iituation for bleach-greens, liiany of which 
are ftill neceflary in tliis county, fo extenfive and con- 
fiderable is grown the linen bufinefs; and every 
branch of trade could be here promoted, which re- 
quires fuel, water, an abundant provifion country, and 
conveniently interfered and indented with good roads 
and.fafe harbours. 
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OF WULL8 OF EVERT KIND; 

Barony of Tyrawky. 
Here are plenty of oat and barley inilU; nd flouiw 

mm. 

Barony of Murri/k, 

In this barony are two bleach-mills^ many oat-nuUs^ 
and one threfhing-inill> on the moft improved and ex- 
tenfive conftru£lion^ on Lord Sligo's demefiie. 

Barony of Burrt/booL 

One good oat-mill. 

Barony of Carra* 

Three bleach-mills about Caftlebar, one good flonr^ 
millr beiide a great number of common oat and tinck-- 
mills. 

Barony 
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Barony of Clanmorrit. 



Jhere are here two flour and many oat millf* 



Barony of Gallen, 
Has oat and tuck mills. 

Barony of Kiinuiine. 

In this barony are one windmill^ one extenfive flour- 
mill^ wi^h many common corn-mills. 

Barony of Coftelb^ 

Here are common corn-nulls in abundance; rape- 
millS) from the quahty of the grounds^ and number 
and courfe of the rivers^ call here for encourage- 
ment. 



PLANTATIONS 
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PLANTATION? AND PLA^gTJNG. 

Barony of Tyrawlej. 

This barony is very naked in that rclpeft ; there is ^ 
great deal of growp tiBj^r a^ pfenthig at Deel^aftle, 
and Colonel Cuffe has planted and is planting extent 
fively in a ftyle (it may be fpppofed) of VCiry f ^d 
tafte. Mr. Orm(by and feveral other gentlemen begin 
to difclofe a tafte for improvement in this lin^. 

Barony of Burri/hqoL 

All this country and the beautiful iflands of New^ 
port are as naked as mother earth had been created^ 
The very few hedges and tr^ca about Newport are a 
living proof of the facility of growing trees here, and a 
reproach tp tfiq proprietors for, the bare blpakpcfe of 
the views aod iflandsi whicht if pla^te4^ would b^ ^ 
paradifc to liv^ among. 

Barony, of Murrfh* 

There is a prodigious extent and variety of planta* 
tions belonging to the Marquis of Sligo in this barony, 

but 
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but difperfcd far away from Weftport, and from thofc 
iflands and fcenes, which, if wooded, would furpafs all 
nature, and eafily exceed any thing, that imagination 
could pifture. There are however fome plantations 
handlbmely difpofed on this bay and demefne of Lord 
Sligo's, fome of them quite near the fea, which helps 
to prove what I have undertaken, in defcribing the 
face of the country imdcTr the head oi foil and furface^ 
that trees, by pains, fhelter, and thick planting, will 
grow in fituations evei^^fo cKpofed to fea-fiorm$« 

Barony of Carra, 

Very few here, except at Tower-hill, Moor-hall, 
Turlow, Qoher, and Breaffy, 

Barony of Clanmprris. 

J. never faw fb much full-grown timber as on the 
demftfneof CafUemag^rret, that is, of artificial growth* 
Plantations are going on there too, as alfo at Browne- 
hall, Moat, and ieveral other places. Planting is in 
^is barony quite the rage and order of the day. 

X Barony of Galkn. 
) 
None, except a Uttle on a kv^ gentleihens demefhes/ 
^2 Barony 
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Barony of Kiltnaine. 

The gentlemeo are all planting about their houfe$ 
and demefnes. 

Barony of Coftello. 

None here of any note but oD the dcmefne of Ed* 
mondftown, which is extenfively planted and wooded, 
and a little at Mr. McDonnell's of Cloonmorer Lord 
Dillon has a fmall wood near Balladerrin. 



Of the EffeSis of the Encouragement heretofore given by the 
Society^ particularized in the Lift annexed. 

This lift recites premiums granted to the Earl of Al« 

tamont in the year 17&9 for enclbfing plants. 10 acres. 

In 1791 ditto 10 do. 

» In 1796 ditto 10 do. 

In 1797 ditto 12 do. 

In 1 798 planting oaks, 20 do. 

To C. Coftcllo In 1794 enclofing plantations 10 do. 

To Martin Kirwan In 1790 planting oaks, i da 

To Peter Bourke for C 2 R. 25 P. planted, 7 
planting Danifli forts \ 60 P. enclofed 3 

Thofe 
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Thofe plantations ar^ all 10 good growth and pre- 
fovatioa, except thofe of Mr. Bourke, of which not a 
trace remains. The gentleman himfelf has been dead 
fome time ; his family fay thofe forts had been planted^ 
but were deftroyed by an expofed fituation, and by 
cattle. 

As to the efFeft produced by thofe grants, it is clear 
they had not been very cotifiderable in difFufing example 
and emulation, as many more premiums had not fmce 
thofe dates been demanded. But whatever may be the 
caufe, one effeft is vifible, that planting young trees is 
the pride and faihion of this county. 

Of any Improvements y which may occur /or future En^ 
couragementy and particularly for the prefervation of 
the Tr^es nvhen planted. 

The continued care, proteftion, and premiums of the 
Dublin Society are, together with the growing pride 
and emulation in that article, the fureft pledges of 
future encouragement. 

'As to the prefervation of the trees when planted, I 
have certainly taken fbme pains and obfervation, enough 
to offer an opinicm on this fubjeft — it is, that only two 
things are neceffary to preferve themj firft, to fence, 
fb as to exclude all forts of cattle, rabbits, or any other 
noxious aoimals ; and next, to plapt as thickly as the 
' nature 
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niture- of the rates -will permit 5 the oatfide fows^ in 
cxpoied iituatioDS; bdng always of hardy and faft 
grower»> fireh as chefnuts, Canada poplar, alder, 
broom^ &c* 

OfNurferies wthirt the County ^-^ and Extent of Sales. 

There are only three public ones in tlie county j two 
in the barony of Clanmorris, and one large very good 
one at Caftlebar : there had been a fmall one at Rappa 
m Tyrawley, it is going to decay j and in Gallon fome 
mountain aih is reared and fold. 

The extent of fales indeed is very confiderable, and 
WBoSi b« where &ch a^ defire of improvement iheMrs; 
itftlf- 

frke of Timber^ and fl ate of it. 

Three col6neI§ are the only three fellers of living- 
trees in this county i but 1^ indeed i^ nearly exbaufted,- 
before any are. fold at Caftemagarrct by Colonel^ 
Browire, who- is a dfuidical amateur- of the groves ; 
and* Jjieut* Colonel Browne preferves life in Ms as- 
l6ng' as he can at Browne-hall j Cokmel CufFe tools- 
pniy felling the rtmpeked and ill arrayed part of* his 
trees and underwoods; the prices are moderate, but^ 
cannot be afcertaned, as none are fold by meafure. I' 

faid 
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laid a while ago the three coIoqcIs were the only fcl- 
lers of liviffg trees, becaufe ia the barony of Murriflc 
dead trees are fpld, which are found on the mountains^ 
where they lay for centuries, and where they grew in 
the face of the weftem £tarms* 

The bog-deal thus fbuQd fcUs at two guineas a ton^ 
bpg-oak at one guinea* 

<^ANTITT OF BOG AND WASTE GROUND* 

Although the extent of the different baronies had 
been before defcribed, together with their fituation and 
connexion, I (hall here again mention thfir extent, in 
order that at one view the proportion of bog and waftc 
ground may be feen^ according to the beft information 
J could colleft from the mod mt^Hig^t ffqjfrktot^ 
«nd refudents io each barony^ 

Barmy tjf Tyratuky^ 

Is twjemykight niln long by fixteeo. broad; th« 
proportion of mountain and bog, if all was tocher, 
is eighteen miles long by fix broad* 

In defcribing the other baronies, I (hall coUeft into 
one tra£): the quantities of bog and wafle ground, aU 
though they are detached and fcattered by nature. 

Barony 
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Barony of Burrjjbool^ 

Is forty miles long and thirty broad ; its bogs and 
waflc grounds forty long by feven. ' 

Barony of Murrt/k^ 

Is twcnty-fpur miles long ^nd twelve broad ; bogs 
and wafie grounds about twelve long by fix broad. 

Barony of Carra, 

Is twenty-eight miles by fourteen*, bog and wafte 
grounds ten miles by ten. 

Barony of ClantnorriSf 

Is foupfecn miles by feven* Here \» very little bc^; 
it does not bear a proportion of one^tentb p^ of the 
whole. 

Barony of Gallen^ 

Is fixtcen xmles by thirteen; and the proportion df 
bog is three to one. 

Barony 
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Barony of ^ilmaine^ 
il» a^out ^ghteen miles fquare; .the proportion 6£ 



Barony of Co/ieHo^ 



'\.i 



Thirty miles by twenty; bog, mountain, and wifte, 
fifteen by ten. 

poisiBiLimr Aim MSANa of iMPR^tH^t it. 

Barony of Tyraivley. 

The greateft part of the extenfive mountains of this 
barony is reclaimable by draining, paring, and burning, 
and by making roads into thofe mouutains for the con- 
yey^flcejof IjpMS.aftd Jwcftw^gTavcl, with wjiich .^is 
barony abounds. 

. Baronies of Burrifhool^ Murrtfli^ Carra^ Qallen^ and 
' " ' ' '' Coftelli^ 

The ipbuntains and |;^ogs o^ all thofe baronies are 
Ofery foot reclaimable, by the already mentioned and 

R well 
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well known means of burning and fanding after drain* 
ing, where neceffary ; but vaft trafts of thofe moun-^ 
tains are naturally dry and abibrbent^ and the beft ma- 
nures no where unreafonably inconvenient; fo that in 
lFa£l the work only requires hands and encouragement. 
In one of thode baronies Mr. G>fteUo twemyM>tie year! 
ago fet a large mountain farm, at 130/. a year, to a 
cumber of tenants, with certain allowances for draining 
and fanding. At November laft the leaie expired, and 
they rc;iewed at 400/. annual rent, with the like claufes 
for improvement. 



B^rmm yf Kilmatne and €btmorris^ 1 

Are reclaimed by nature^ the quantity of bog in 
thoie two baronies is little, if any thing more, than 
is neccflary for fuel. 

ObfiacliS to iff and beji means rfremekfitigthofeOh/taclfSi 

In my clear con virion, the obftacles are three in 
numhtr -^/uperfiuous grazing, expatriation, and Jiort 
leafes. 

Superfluous grazing drives the natives away from the 
fertile fields into fwamps and mountains, where they 

* die 
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4kt of wetj cold, filtbj and ffuarne; whilcj living in ^ 
Hch prpdq^ive foil^ In health and abnoiJaoc^ of found 
provjifions> their families would foon encreaie to m][<^ 
j^uiS) that frofli ntciBty muft encroach upon and gttm 
4ually cover the mountatos.wilh cidture, verdure^ and 
population. , 

In the firil inAance the peafant dies in ^the attempt, 
Vecaufe he is ignorant of the method pf improvement, 
^d waning in meatus to forward it. 
. In the fecond ii^ftance, as I remember tb haye men- 
tioned on a limilar occafion, the peafant will attack 
the mountain, inftruAed in the method of ddng. ib; 
and fliifhed with ipirit^ ^4 capital, he .will live jn 
heahh and a£^iiencf on the very mountain, where his 
anceAors perifhed for cold and huagef. 

I here again repeat it, that this f\^perfluous grazing 
fhould not pamper ind^idpals on the ruins of agricul* 
ture and population, on account of any view to the ne-» 
^effary fupplies of the navy, becau(e fait provifions are 
How poiibn to the failors, and vegetable food would 
condtice infinitely more to their heaUh.and a£Uvity. 

Expatriation oi the moft ufeful part of the commu- 
tiity muft obvioufly enervate the finewa of induftry, 
and weaken every effort toward^ the cultivation of 
mountains. Tins is too plain to attempt enforcing by 
,^y argument. I therefore only .anxioufly hope, that 
fome pcrfonage of injgenlous talents^ an ingenuous heart, 
%7 a^d 
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atd iliflueoco and i^bfife^ue^e iPor (u^^ aia ufid^^-^ 
taking) may deVift ated'ifiia^eik% ibme n^os} by \tray^ 
of Eurdpean committee or otherwUb, to present a re-^ 
novitloti of iji^ar-^^ renbvaSoii of ketti\ at wMeh^ 
in the abftrift the htitnan he&tt, the heart of the* 
braved: man mtift (hudder. 

Sh&rt leafes are the thirds the laft| and not the leaf): 
obftacle to the improvement of bogs and wafte 
grounds ; this too is- of itielf fo obvious, Aat to fay ar 
word in confirmation of it muft infult the meaneft ca- 
padty« 

When I fpeak of eleftioneering views, I really do not 
allude pardcularly to the county of Mayo; but the 
general cry Is, that th^ poor were much better ofF by 
their old leafes of tterty-one years^ than by one or two 
Bfies arer ib good \ for kales of this dtliration, if I have 
not been misinformed, are more frequent than thofe of 
three lives or a longer term. And until fome change 
taies place in this refpeflr, the, poor will remaitt 
diQdrited to improve on l^ds, that may fo foon or fo 
precariou% revert to the proprietors. 

The obftfiicles to the improvement of bogs and wafte 
grounds I haye> to the beft of iay conception of the 
fiibjeA, enumerated. 

M to the beft mieatis of removing thofe obftades. It 
rem^s Vitb the Dublin Society to fuggeft to the Im- 
perial parliament their beft opinion. 

However, 
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However, as in the queries the qucftion is <IlreQiy> 
fx^ to me, as one of the reporters to the Dublia 
Society, I (hall firft obierve, as to Jupirfluou^ gr^zif^^ 
tb^t^* as I have endeavoured to {hew^ it is one of the 
pifincipal remote caufes of the fteality of >vafte groiilidS)r 
and that no difpofition or n^ans of fuperfeding it hfi 
agriculture (hould be deterred, under the idea of ialt 
be^f being an abiblu^ neceflary for the navy ^ it is 4b- 
felute pcMfon — ^I reft upon the exprefEon> it is abfolute 
diptigh flow poifon ; and the wifdom of the nation and 
of the faculty fliould converge to fubftitute a food pro^ • 
duftive of health and aftivity, inftead of fcurvies, de^ 
crepitude, and all the diforders confequent on the de« 
ftru6Uon of that fountain of life, the blood. 

This opinion, as a novel one, may be treated lightly* 
Fair difcuflion muft always benefit every fubjeft. Some 
capable perfon or perfbns, if this is admitted thto pub- 
lic view, may improve it beyond any cxpeft^^n, dxtf 
could be formed from thofe crude tints. 

It may bis afked, what could be the fubftitate t6 
beef? I reply, fuppofe oatmeal ftirabout in the mdm-' 
ing with beer, and potatoes, butter, arid grog foif 
dinner; rice — various varieties. How could a fu!fi- 
ciaicy of thofe articles be carried for a: AUp ^f war ? 
Eidier as ballaft in the (hip herfelf, at \a ^ fiaail Ac-i 
tached boat 6r (hip failing in company. 

Convinced I am, ftrange as this innovation m£ty ap- 
pear to fome, that, if it is adopted, or fome meafure of 
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this lbrt> it -will ^o more iudden and more ierioufly 
ifaatcrial fervice to the navy, and to agriculture, than 
all thcgcorgical eflays, that ever were printed. 
' Expatriation I hope, as there is an end of the war^ 
we (hall hear no mor« of. The invendye power -of 
jbme glorious mortal will imm<^talize his name, by 
deviflhgtbmemeans to prevent that for ever. 
' Short leqfes are the lafi: obftacle to be removed ; mf 
^orance on that fubjefl:, and incompetency to fuggeft 
any palliative, I acknowledge. The removal dierefore 
of that cauie, or devifing means for fo doing, I beg to- 
commit into abler hands. 



Habits <f hduftr^f or want rfit among the Piopte. 

. In fome parts of the county there may be fbme little . 
fppejirance of lazinefs and want of induftry. Let ad- 
vantage be pointed out, and ignorance removed, they 
will prove a ftr<Mig, a£tive, induftrious people. Tbofe 
lymptomsof lazinefs are generally proportionate to the 
badnefs of the foil, the Xmallnefs of encouragement to 
reclaim, and want of manufaAories. 

Example -more than precept, encouragement to re- 
claim, cbieHy by long les^es, and a livelier (Ur in flia-» 
nufafturcs, would foon g^ve a fpring to the latent 
energy and Ipirit of thofe people. 

The 
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JSRr ufe tfthe Enghjb Language-^'-Hvheiher general^ or iot^ 
far encreafing% - ^ 

The u{e of the EnglUh language through this county 
Is rather general, though ftill in a defective flate. 'MoQ; 
pf the old people fpeak a little but bad ]^gUlh; the 
children^ being molt commonly fent to fchool^ ipeak 1^ 
general fome Englifh. 



Accoum 



Thel 
met> I 
might 
which 

Attl 



f^^t;^^(^les^Mgft0erieSx4^^ut bifildingSy 
flam ¥maHeiible*fo^ any hj/hriM-infent.: 

^I'l 4--^> > • ... : . 

oond tomrs icr-jarticular, wherever . I have 
ixamii^ yii]h a fcnitinizing eye, in hopes I 
ffibly^difceA theli^e of them J ^ fobjcft, on 
antijgwnerfe^^ fo jaiiich divided and aftray. 
BaKTherf! isxuieof4h<^} the oppei^ 



part Is worn or tumbled ofF^ it remains (till highy 
about fifty jFeet; juft near it arc tl^e walls <^ a fmall 
plain church; the flones and workmaofliip ^e the 
fame as thole of the tower. In the middle of the 

nprth 
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north fide^wall, about four feet from the ground^ in 
the infide of the church, I difcovered a ftone, making 
mrt of t^e w^lli it is qu^dr^og^Iar, and tl^ lateral 
lines about twenty iaches Jong, with a cornice round 
the edges in high relief, projefting a little both off the 
wall and the ftone by way of ornament, and perhaps 
jprote^ion for the infcriptlon, which is in the words 

kndiettefs^ following." 

'" The form of the letters,' diftance between them^ and 
icotmeftidns, are here repreferited as faithfully as pofi- 
lible. 



H/C ITTCIIT 




COR ♦ MB7CC 




HlBr^B 4 2^ 








PJR-OH t-^-iHS 


4 /■ 


2FHViM-5E 





" 'i have feen no more th^n four of thofc toners in 

the county, namely, that at Mileck, three mH^s from 

Si;friitfbr9; another at Turlow, remarkably high and 

•---i bcaptifulj 
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beautiful) ^one. at KiUala^ ^excee^ing them .all io height 
and g^aadeurj^thc fourth, as mentioned, is at Bal, 
which, though it ia the loweft,^moft worn, and oldeft, 
lookii^^.may^ on account of this little^ church and in^ 
fcription, prove not the leaft interefting.. In plaip 
^riting the infcription reads thus. Hie jacet Cor. 
Meaghirrr-ob. a6f f.dy, 94, leftor ora pro ejus auioia.*. 
^ There 4s .on the ftone no^fpace .left between the let- 
tixsfeb. and the figures 94, which could give, room, to 
fuppofe,, that any figure implying a later date could 
l^ye been prefixed to the figures ; neither is there any. 
manner of obliteration or. defacement. The Icttera on 
the Acjne, fiich ag^they are, are ftrpng and vifible^ and 
in a ;wond|€rful ftate of prefervation ; the cornice kept 
ofF^otttward injuries, even rain* . •. 

'How to recpndle this fa£t with the ideas of fbme 
modern gen^emen^ who, anjkong ibn^e writers, of refpe£^, 
^ve it as, their opinion, to the world, that no ftone 
building exifted^in Ireland prior to the eighth century, 

. appears to be impoiBble. ., 

. In my Report of Leltrim, upon reading .DoAor 
Keadng, Giraldus Camb^enHs, , and fomQ others, par- 
ticularly Rpger Hovedon's account of Henry JI. having 
l)jailt^ a pak|ce of fmooth rods near St. Andrew's churchy 

^ Di^b^, In the year 1 171, where, he and the kings and 
princes of. Ireland celebrated the feftival of Chriftmas, 
I have concludcd,/ort^eTeafonjuft mentioned, that, if 
ftone buildings had been in ufe or known, the king 

s could 
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could hot have built a hovel of rods; and I' refted 
'therefore fatisfied, that we haM none prior to Aat pe- 
riod, unlefi perhaps a few convent^ or abbeys ; but 
even then it aftonifhed me why thofe, who contribntdd 
to build churches and houfes for toonks, (hodd not 
Bke to be well lodged themfelves. 

However, all that opinion I am now" very doubtful 
of, and rather telieve, that they and I have only 
Ikimmed the ffirface of en4uiriei on: a fubjeft, wtddi 
requires an acquaintance with different parts of thfe 
country, with its language, its ancient commerce, itt- 
fiabitants, and heathen religious rites j all which fcrve 
as neceflary clues to the formation of an opinion, whe- 
ther we had in Ireland towers or ftone buildings, coeval 
with, how foon after, or prior to Chriili^n worfhip. 

That the town of Bal in this county was fo called 
from Baal, I think the word itfelf demonftrates, tmd 
the round tower here further demonftrates that -faft," 
apd that it was erefted for the worftiip of th^t Basd, 
after whom the town received its name ; for St fome- 
times is to this day, and no doubt originally ivas al- 
ways fpelled Baal. And this Baal is to this day a moft 
^ extraordinary pl/ice of fuperftitious worfliip. Here af c 
a couple of fmall chapels, vaulted over a river, whkh 
runs through the town j and once a year, I think 4n 
autumn, immenfe fwarms of pedple crowd from lall 
parts to perform certain circuits and evolutions oft'thdr 
kneies, dropping, as they proceed in dcfcribing thofc 

figures^ 
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figoresj a certain number of beads to various inten- 
tionS} and in expiation of various fins i but the day 
doles moft chearfuUy in eating and drinking. Mr. 
Lynch, who lives juft at the town, aflured me that not 
lefs than three hundred (heep are confumed at this 
feftival. 

Too fudden a change in mode of worfhip, as it is in 
politics, was, it feems, confidered by the early mi& 
fioners, unprudcnt to attempt. They fuffered thofe 
people to aflemble in the fame place they did when hea- 
tkens^ and tp wprihip a great xleal in the fame manner, 
chan^g only the objeft of adoration from a Baal to 
the True God; and to this day ihnilar aflemblages fa 
tji^e of heathen tiiyies, and fomewhat iimilar forms of 
worlhip, continue diicernible^ for it is known, thai; 
rivers and waters were almoft as fi^vourite places of 
heathen worlhip as the oaks and groves. 

That Baal was anciently a favourite objeft of adora- 
tion in Ireland, the feafon of the year called Baal-teine, 
or Baal's fire confirms; and the celebration of that rite 
is annually continued to this day, by lighting up bon- 
fires in the middle offummer, being that feafon when 
Baal or the liin is moft powerful in his influence, and 
moft produftive of the fruits and milk, by which the 
natives moftly fubfifted. 



« 2t CASTLES. 
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CASTLES. . 

Thcfc I (hall enumerate, with fuch accounts of their 
founders as I have*reccived in the cqunty, 

PortmhaUy Cajile. . 

One mile weft of Downpatrick arc the ruins of th5« 
old caftlej it was about twenty fect'fquare; the walls' 
about eight feet thick, and only about twenty high ; no 
-trace pf a window is difcernible in the walls. ^ Tra-^ 
dition fays it was crefted by the Barret family. ^ "^ 

^allycaftle Cajile. 

This rqin is quite ra^ed to a level with the ground; 
it is iituated about a, mile and a half fouth-weft of 
Portnahally caftle, but no account ren^ains when or by 
whon;i built. "^ ^ 

Ballynglen Cajtley^ 

A fqnare of about thirty feet, ^ud fifty high ; the 
wails, as uiual in thofe buildings,' very broad and 
grouted. It is fituated in thip glen of that name iq 

Tyrskwlcy, 
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Tyrawlcy, about two miles from the fea. — On the top 
of this caftle i^^ an altar ; the part of the cattle, in 
which it is, is called the altar-room. 

Carrickanafs Caftle, 

About one mile weft of Caftlerea ; It is a fquare of 
thirty feet, about forty-five feet high, furrounded by a 
firong bawQ nine feet high, built by the Burke, 
family. 

Cqftt<re0. 

The ruins of a ftrong caftle, razed to the ground, 
are here vifible on the banks of Rathfran river, near 
two miles from the lea. 

All thole caftles, of whofe founders 90 tradidpn> re- 
mains, are adopted, and fome fay very juftly, by the 
Burke and Barret families. 

Deet Cafite, 

Originally built by the Burke family, ftands roofed 
and entire, within four miles of BaUina, on Colonfl 
CufTe's deme&e of Deel-caftle 1 it is about twenty feet 
fquare, and very ftrong. The caftle itfelf, and die 
views lErom it over the Deel river. Lough-con lake, and 
, the 
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^ <Uftfuit mountan of Nephia and fome others^ are 
no finall pm^m^t to the kandfome feat. of Colonel' 
Coffe. 

Cafile of Crojfmalina 

Does not feem ever to have been ftrong, or of any 
importance \ only one fragment of it is (landings 

Cafile of Knochglaff^ 

Now razed to &e foundationj on which Mr. Paget 
has bttik a very good h<Kifej where he reildes. 

QafiU (f Cto^hans^ 

On the eaAem banks of Lougb«»coni one of the com-> 
8^)n fquare caftles of this country. 

Caftle^IJland^ 

Here are the ruins of an old caftle on Lougb»con^ 
D^^cre it is f^ O^Conor^ after getting out his qresj 
jg9ifiaed:his brother £ot leaving rebelled againft hio^* 
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R9cifttet Cafile^ 

Three .miles we(l of Nc^port^ aa the fesii^o^y a 
fmall fquare building, faid to have been built by the 
famous Grace CMalley, known by the name of 
Grace of the heroes^ She W^s ib fond of failing) that 
her caftles were all built on the fea, and a cable of her 
favourite: faa^rge was ,alway& fiaiftened to W ibdSd-poft ; 
ihe herfelf always navigated, and by fome, perhaps ene* 
mies of that name, was laid, to be a moft fortunate and 
adventurous pirate. 

Carrichaneadj Cqftle^ • 

South-eaft of Newport one mile; one of the final! 
fquare cafUes &id to have been built by the Burkes. 

Caflk Derowilf 

A fquare building, in tlie common fa(hioa of this 
country caftles, within two nules of Baal. 

C^ Mm, - _ . r 

A ruin of no note, within a mile of Balladerrin, buik 
by the Dillon family'; others fay by the Coftelloes. 

Sntu 
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Sreize tafite^ 

- Abont diree miles from Baal, one of tHoie fqtiare 
ruins. 

= - r Cafikntagarref^ .... 

: Withibamite tf BallindaBgeD> dlbiafqinreniib. . 

Cajlle of Marneen^ 

Within two miles of Clare> a ruin in the iquare 
form of the others. 

Ballylahan CaftU^ . . 

One of the fquare towers furrounded by a flrong 
wall in Gallen ; the fquare of this is about thirty feet; 
it was built by one of the Jordan family, who alio built 
in the fame barony ten more for his ten ions ; namely, 
thoie of Othbufe^ Ratbe/vin, Bohelo, Balanamore^^omore^ 
OldcaflUy NewcaJtU^ Carran mac Steven^ and two others, 
all in the plain, common, iquare faihion of the country,' 
with very, few and very fmall windows* 

Invcr 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF T^flE COUNTY OF MAYO. ij^ 

Inver Caftle^ 

Oa theeaft fide of Broad-haven harbour; no part 
of the walls up; the foundations fliew the caftle to 
have been very ftrong and large; tt feems to have 
been the prindpal caftle hi all £tria. There are many 
ruins of inferior note. 



/ Kffocinalina CqftU 



Was very fmall; the ruins are juft oppofite Inver 
caftle^ on the harbour of Broad-haven. 

Tarran Caftle^ 

Was very finally about twenty feet fquare^ fituirt^ ift 
£rris> fix nules weft of the Mullet* 

Barnagb Caftle^ \ . ^ 

A very finall fquare ruin^ four niiles fcQiA the MuU 
let, on the harbour of Blackfod. 

C^ckgh CaJHe^ 

lies about one and a half niile north-weft oS the 
MuU^t; very finally 
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Dunah Ca/fle, 

j _ • 

Lit^ on the ^rtft fide of Blick-fed faaAovr, in tbe 
mountain of Erris. Thofe walls are almoft* entire) 
tlurfjr feet fquare, feven feet broad, with a great many 
appurtenant compartments, all ftrong and extenfive, 
furrounded^by the remains of a ftrong wall feven feet 
broad. The love of the foundrefs for failing became 
proverbial, and her lov^ for marriage, having had fix 
hufl>ands ; it was for her the famous Infix ballad called 
Graivnnya Wael had been compofed. 

There are befide fcattered through the county the 
caftles of Lough-mafic, Ballinrobe, Turin cafile, Shruel 
cafile, Ballybacca cafile, Cloongafliel, and many others, 
which have np right to particular notice, all iquare 
buildings in the then it ieems current fafluon of this 
country, and moftly built by the Burke, Barret, and 
Jennings families. 

MONASTERIES. 

The following account I have taken from Mr. Arch- 

dall's Monafticon Hibernicum; I have alfo feen Mr. 

Grofe's drawings of fome of them. Such as are of^no 

note are merely named, others adverted to according 

lo tlvMr confequence or curioltfy. 

Aghagvwery 
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AghagpvHTf 

Five miles from Ballinrobe, founded by Saint Pa- 
Ulck \ no date. 

Aghamorey ^ 

r 

In the barony of Coftellp, founded by St. Patrick. 
It is now a parifh church ; no date. 

* Annaghy 

In the barony of Kilmaine, faid to have been fbtmded 
by Walter De Burgh for Augui&iian friars. 

Balhghj 

Eight miles fouth-wefi of Caftlebar. St. Mochus or 
Chronan built it; he was the firft abbot, and died in 
^37. 

Bdhnttdly^ 

No account, but having been pofleflcd of Tome lands 
ia time of its fupi>rei&on. 

T 2 Ballyhaunefs. 
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Ballyhaumfs. . 

This ^bbey was biiUt and largely endowed in lands 
by the family of De Angelo or Nangle^ who after* 
wards took the name of Coftello. They came ov^r 
with Henry II. and had large pofleiSons in this ba- 
rony, and alio in Meath. The abbey confifts of three 
chapels* Beneath the'eaftern window is the altar^ 
with the Dillon arms under the crucifix, and in the 
vaults many of this noble family reft. The abbey was 
built for the Auguftinians, and dedicated to the Vtrgin 
Mary; thefe monks took pofleflion of the church at 
idxi ^onimencemcnt of the Irifii rebelMon in 1641, and 
repaired it. By an inquifition held the loth of Sep# 
tember 1625, Lord Dillon was fcized of the environs. 
View by Cocking, 1791, taken for Colonel Conyng- 
ham, and copied from him into Grofe's Iri(h An- 
tiquities. 

This abbey, as it,i^ called, and as it now ftands, con- 
fifts only of the walls of a church, with two fmall 
wings, ieparated from the church and from each odier, 
by arches. This church, the wings, and arches are a 
miniature and mean refemblance of the church of 
Moyne, between Ba&ina and Killala ; no veftige re- 
mains of the abbey, or refidence of the friars, unlei^ a 

modern 
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ffiodern boufe, in vhich fome friars (till reCtde, and hvCdt 
to tbe fee of It^ 

BatUfia. 

Here areftUl entire the walls of a finall church ; no 
account of it or tradition ; it is probably one of the 
heathen' temples fo beautifully deicribed by Virg^*$ 
templumq\ vetufiunty as perhaps are many qpiore^ of 
which not a trace of written or verbal tradidon can be 
aifcovered. 

BatlynafmalL 

Here was a friary for Carmelites^ founded in the 
tUrteenth century. This abbey and- poCeffions were 
granted to Sir John King. 

BaWmrohe. 

Here was a monafiery of Anguftinian friars. Ko 
account of it, but having large pofleffions in land. 

BaUirttubber Abbej^ 

In the barony of Carra, feven miles from-Ballinrobe; 
it was built by Cathal O'Conof for regular canons of 

St. 



Digitized by 



Google 



14* . STATISTIC AI. SURVEY ^^ 

St. Aiifti0> and dedicated to the Holy Trioity ; it had 
a large property in land> conferred by different bene- 
factors. It was originally a magnificent pile» the work- 
snanfiiip of fuperior excellence $ a good many parts of 
the ruins are flill entire ; the great fteeple is down^ 
but the grand arch upon which it refted is entire; I 
fhould fuppofe it upwards, of fifty feet high, of equally 
curious and folid elegance. The great door is beau- 
tiful> being a pointed arch fupported by five columns. 
It 4s altogether a.mafter-piece in its kind, and admired 
as fuch by the moft refined judges, judges even who 
faw the drawings and ori^nal of the Bathala. 

Bogbmoyen. 

. Here it is (aid had been aFrancifcan friary $ founder 
and time of building unknown* 

Bophin IJlandy 

In the ocean, about twelve miles off the barony of 
Murriflc^ faid to contain i,2oo acres. An abbey was 
founded here in 667 by St. Colman, who died in^74. 

Borrtfcarra. 
' The Carmelite$ had % honfe bne. 



\ 
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Here was a Frandfcan houfe and large poffiflbas. 

Burrt/hool, 

A large inelegant ruin^ within about two miles cl 
Newport. It appears by a bull of Pope Innocent VIIL 
dated the ninth of February i'486, that Richard De 
Bourke, Lord William Oughter, and head of the £&- 
oily of Turlow, founded, a monaftery kere, tinder the 
invocdion of the Virgin Mary, for Domidkan filar% 
which was granted to Nicholas Wefton, whbiaiSgiied 
to Theobald Vifcount Coftello Galleo. 

Clara. 

A cell of white friars was founded here in 1224; 
the pofleifions ftill belong to the ancient family of 
O'Malleys, containing 2>40o acres. 

Formerly the refidence of the kings of Connaught. 
St. Fecbao erefted a magnificent monaftery here^ under 

the 
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the tQvocatioQ of the Virgin Mary, and died 664. In 
1605 a leafe in reverfion of all its poiTeiSons were 
granted for fifty years to Sir John Kmg^ anceftor of 
the Earl of Kingfton, The ruins of feveral. lurches 
are ieen here. 

Croji. 
Here was a religipus houfe. 

f . ;: Cr^fitnatinaf , 

Here w^ an ^^Ney ai^d, poflefllons heandfoUy Sm^ 
;ated onihse Deelrwater j on tb? fite is aow ^eft^ ihj? 
inwdfc.of Mr. Qxjfte^ Ahb^-towi; 

Founded by SmX Patrick. 
Erevff 

A friaiy at the end of the peninfala of that namet 
beautifnlly fitnated on Lough-con lake. The architect 
ture appears to b^ very old ; part of the ftones have 
been converted into ftables; fhamefid difliononraUe 

deftruAiooa 
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deftruAioQS of this kind, befpeaking a want of and- 
quarian and true general tafte^ are common throughout 
the counded I have idfited. 

Inchtnean^ 

In Lough-maik: here was an abbey; Maolioia^ fon 
of Turlogh CConor, prior, died here Anno 1225. 



inifti 



ormen. 



Here was a friary according to Allemande ; it is a 
matter of doubt if ever there was one ; at prefent there 
is not a trate of fuph.a buildmg. - ; ; 

- : . ' I ji ri' .',) -. i . ■ '.;''-■-. 

Killecrau* ' 

'■.,>''. ,■ ' ■ ^ ' ' 

Here were a reli^ous boufe and pofTeilions. 

KiUedtn^ 

■'• c: ■, •: ■... - ■ r ■ 

A Frandfcan friary on the river Moy, havii^g, as 

ufual, large land po(fi:ifions. 

^ Killetrynode^ 
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KilletffnodSf 

In this county, not faid where ; I could not (nake it 
out. 

Kilfyfum. 

An abbey by Saint Fynan, which exifted b^t a (hort 
time. 

In Tyrawley, built by Saint Olcan, oa the banks of 
the Moy> now a parifh church. This ruin is not on 
the banks of> but upwards of a mile away fr<Mn the 
Moy, and there is no church on its fite. 

Kilnegarvanf 

In the barony c^ Gallen, fix miles from Foxford. 
This church was founded by Saint Fechan, who died 
A.D. 664. 
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in Tyrawiey, faid to be buUt by Saint Patrick. It 
lies \iriLtbin a mile of Killala, a fmall ruin. 



Killyn^ 

In Tyrawley \ no particulars !(i Monafticon^ btit its 
being feized c^ lands. I found a burial-place df this 
&ame» but no trace of any building. 

Leanamanach^ 
An abbey, built by Saint Patrick on the Moy. 

Mayo. ^ 

This humble village gives name to the cotinty, rand 
has its fituation on a river, which falls into Lough 
Carra. Here was an abbey of regular canons. Here 
I found no village, but very confiderable ruins, nor 
is there a river. Mayo nunnery wa§ likewifc here. 

u 2 M^ni 
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Mons Pietaiis. 

Burke alone mforms us a Fr^nclfcan friary was 
here ; now no trace of it. 

Mori/k, 

On the bay of Newport ; here was a friary for Ere- 
mites, founded by the 0*Malleys, at the foot of Croagh- 
Patrick. The bay is now called Clew-bay, and the fite 
of this ruin off the harbour of Weftport. 

JHcyne, 

In Tyrawley, on the river Moy; here a Frandfcan 
monaftery was founded by William Burke; date not 
mentioned. 

This is within two miles of Killala j here are a very 
iine church, and large ruins of a convent, all known by 
the erroneous nameof Moyne abbey. The church is 135 
feet long by 20 broad 5 in fome places 40 and 50 feet 
broad ; this increafe of breadth is opened by high and 
broad arches of magnificent iize and workmanfhip. 
Off the top of the centre of the church riles the fteeple, 
not lefs than an hundred feet high ; it is fupported by 
an arch, which makes part of the nave of the church; 

. . the 
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thp ea(lern window is very handfome : all the walls 
aad gables are entire *, it is a charming ruia. ^ 

Odbhacheara. * 

The faints Liban and Forchem are faid to have lived 
here in the time of Colum-kil. 

Raihhran, 

Called Rathfran, in Tyrawley, five miles from Kil- 
lala, founded by the Dexter s, who afterwards took the 
name of Jordan, for Dominicans in 1274* ' 

There now remains but a fmall church of no note. 

^Rathcolpj 
Wholly unknown. 

Rojfericki 

Commonly called Roferk abbey, fituated on the 
Moy, within about two miles of Ballina, and three of 
Kllala ; it was built by' the Joices, who were both in 
England and Ireland a family of high coniideration, ia 
the year 1400. 

This monaftery and church are one of the hand- 
fomeft monuments of this fpecies of antiquity. The 

church 
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cliurch meafures mnety-tune feet long by twenty 
broad \ in the eaftem g^e are the remains of a very 
fiae window looking over the river Moy, and fome of 
the befi lands of Tirera in Sligo. Almoft conunenfii- 
rate with the centre of the church is a grand arch of 
lingnlarly exqiufite workmanfliip and beanty; k it 
compded of two curved columns fix feet afimdery and 
each three broad, both beading, as they riie^ into two 
arches thirty feet high, afid connefted at top by two 
crofs arches, and o^er very elegantly carved ftonc 
work, over and upon which is erected a very fine 
lleeple about lixty feet high. 

On one fide of this church are th^ ruins of a very 
fine and very extenfive monaftery, apd out of the other 
fide ifiues a fmall chmrch, divided from the large one 
by very fine arches, 

Mr« Grofe, iq his Irifh Antiquities, and in his de* 
icription of this church, which he had takei^ from 
Cocking's ^ews for Colonel Conyngham, places and 
depifts the fieeple of this church in one of the gables^ 
inftead of its rifing, as it really does, off the middle (d 
the church, fupported, as mentioned, by that noble 
arcbj which makes part of the nave* 

Strade, 

For Francifcans, by the fept of Jordaas. 

TarnMfi 
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Tarmaa Carra^ 
la Erris^ faid to be a aumbry, of which no account. 

Urlare^ 

For DomimcaQ friars, by the Nangles, who after- 
wards took the name of Coftello^ and became lords of 
the barony. 

ANaENT BUILDINGS. 

In this dafs has fome right to be enumerated a fin- 
gnlar phenomenon, which ten miles below Killala pre- 
fers iticlf. After travelling from Eillala. about m&e 
miles due-weft, then for another mile you gradually 
aftend upon a neck of land, which firetches' into the 
ooean, narrowing to a point, till you arrive at a pred- 
fnce three hundred meafured feet from bottom to topy 
upon. which the fea is always rough, and dafhes in tre- 
mendous billows. About the fame diftance of three 
hundred feet into the iea fiands a rdu^ perpendicular 
rode, of the fame height of the mahi land and preci- 
pice; it is of a triangular figure, and terminates coni- 
ctUj from a broad bafe to a top, th^ furface of which 
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is about fixty yards round ; on this top appear to the 
naked eye the rums of fome building. There is in the 
main-land precipice an angular indenture, and an an- 
gular prominence correlpondmg with it in this oppofitc 
rock; not only the prominence and indenture of the 
frafture, but the colour and quality of the precipice 
and rock, feem to correfpond. Within 130 yards of 
the extremity of this heck of land, a ftrong grouted 
wall, feven feet broad and nine high, runs acrofs. the 
point from fca to fea about fixty yards ; the gateway is 
very narrow and ftrong% Every thing feems to indicate 
the rock and the building on it to have originally be- 
longed to the main-land, and the crofs rampart to have 
been the fortification of the cafUe. ' 

I can find no account written or traditional of this 
phenomenon J it certainly was a refidence of extent, 
and a fortification of importance; and as neither its 

. ofe, time of building, founder, or leparatibti from the 
main land is any way recorded, tt niay.well be fuppbied 
to be oAe of thofe very ancient btdldings, coeval per- 
haps with the round towers and other buildings, which 
the invafions and rebellions of Ireland, that particu- 
larly of the firft century of the ChrifHan era, iwd- 

L lowed into; eternal oblivion.' . . i' . 

In approaching tins point, one pafles with& a^quar- 

. tdr of a.c^.of the extremity of it over aa to±, 

. formed by the >frorking of the fea water, zt hundred 
md fifty feet broad, and an hundred feet high, trough 

which 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE COUNTY OF MAYO. 153 

>vhich the water of the ocean rolls, and which one fees 
into by an aperture on the top of the arch twenty feet 
in diameter. 

This place is called Downpatrick; in Irifli it is called 
Dunbrifte, or broken fort. Hither the common people ^ 
refort to do penance about a number of ftone croITes^ 
going round and Tound again, and dropping beads 
nearly as at Lough Derg, with this exception, , that 
here they come to pray but one day in the year, that 
is, pn Good Friday, where the prieft on that day at« 
tends to read the paffion of our Saviour. 

In different parts of the neighbouring fhores are 
miniature caverns and apertures reprefenting the large 
ones, owing probably to veins of d^compofible lune- 
ftone. To look into the large cavern, one muft creep, 
as the Croats fight> on their belly ; and even in that 
ppfmpn the fight is fp frightfully awful, it is neceflary 
to have the feet held by to make fure of not tumbling 
in, while you view the rolling of the ocean juft bc- 
aeath, the reiterated bellowing of the noife, and the 
pifturefque winging of flocks of pigeons and other 
wild and foreign birds. 

Here alfo ftand the ruins of a fmall chapel and 
fteeple, faid to have been built by Saint Patrick. 

Drutdical Altars. 

1 met but two; one within a mile fouth-weft of Bal- 

linrobe, and another within about half a mile weft of 

>3airma. 

X Places 
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' ' Placis retft^labk fir any itftorical eveta. ^ ' 

Ca/lMar, Killalag ami Barnagee^gap wtll^ diiring any 
teftige of the hiftory of Ireland, remain coflfpicuous- 
for the lancfing of the French under CJeneral Humbert 
m Mayo> their progrefs through thofe places, and (he 
events confeqnent thereon. 

One inftance of truly Spartan bravery cfccurred at 
Caftlebar, not, I have heard, hitherto recorded in dny 
account of the invafion or rebellion. It is that of two 
foldiers of the Frazer fencibles, who, jnft as the French 
ru(hed into and furroanded the town, flood fentinels at 
their boxes, while whole crowds of the Englifli and 
Irifh armies galloped and fcrambled off in confufioo^ 
dirough the ftreets, hallowitig to thofe ientinels to 
make their efcape; but they on the contrary fired> 
charged and fired again upon the enemy, till,- over- 
powered by numbers, and covered with blood and 
wounds, they fell at their poft, viftims to bravery and 
truth.— i-Not a fton& tcUs where they lie! 

Whether the County has been aStually funjeyed-^when and 
whether the Survey is pubtifBed. 

There has been no furvey of this county fince the 
general liirvcy of Sit William Petty. The grand jury 
have a furvey of it in contemplatioiL 

Welghtt 
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JF^ights and Meafures liquid 0nd dry; in what inftancn 
are Weights ^t/j^nedfor Me^uru^ and vice verfa. 

All over the county every thing fblid is fold by 
weight, except in two or three baronies, where certain 
bafkets and meafures are fubftituted to meafure pota- 
toes; but even in thofc few places the meafures arc 
fuppofed to contain a certain number of ftones. 

Liquid meafures all by pint, quart, gallon, &c. 

The Weight or Meafure^ by which Grain^ Flour^ Potatoes^ 
Butter^ Isfc, are fold. 

All by weight; no meafure, except as juft men- 
tioned, and the weight is avoirdupois, fixteen ounces 

to the pound, and fourteen pounds to the ftone. 

I 

HALF BARONY OF CRRIS. 



Situation and Extent.- 



It is furrounded by the Atlantic Ocean on the north 
and weft, and on the eaft and fouth by the baronies* of 
Tyrawley and Burrifhool. The length of the moun- 
tain part of this half barofiy, from Burrifliod to the 
fea, is from twenty-five to thirty miles j breadth from 
ten to eighteen, 

3C 2 Erris, 
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'Erris, properly fo called) as appears by the ttan^Ked 
map, is the gut of land moftly green, which mns from 
the Mullet about fixteen miles into the ocean, in a 
direftion from north-eaft to foutb-weft. 

The word Mul/et means the neck of land about 
three hundred yards acrofs, between the two famous 
harbours of Broadhaven and Black-fod, and which is 
the only entrance by land into Erris, properly fo called, 
from the mountains of Erris. 

All Erris is divided into three pariflies, one infide of 
the Mullet, called Kilmore, and two in the mountain 
part, called Kilcommon and Kilteany. All thofe pa- 
riflies belong to one proteftant clergyman v the prefent 
incumbent Mr. Maxwell's tithe and glebe aring him 
about 150/. per annum. 

The population of Erris, and the mountain part will 
produce, as nearly as I can afcertain — Erris, including 
mountain, and Ballycroy, 2,500 families, which, multi* 
plied by fix, give 15,000. 

Soil and Surface, 

From the Mullet ibuthward the foil is light and 
fandyj the inhabitants are vexatioufly annoyed by the 
drifting of fands, which are fo penetrating as fome* 

- times to be found within the watch-cafes. The part 

- north of the Mullet Is moftly mountain, but interfperfed 
with fome reclaimed fpotS;^ and thinly inhabited. 

The 
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The foil of the mountain is all eafily reclaimable^ by 
a filiceous marly gravel, with which all the hills of it 
are fnbftrated ; in carrying it to make roads, it was 
obferved, where it fell, to change the growth of that 
fpot from heath to grafs-, it was then tried for re- 
claiming and manuring, and found to anfwer extremely 
well for both pufpofes* 

Minerals. 

The only mineral difcovered here is iron ore; it is 

Tifible in abundance in Cloneen river, and in many 

.other places through the peninfula. 
/ 

Water. 

The ocean, and the harbours of Broadhaven and 
blackfod, as defcribed in the annexed map, furronnd 
Errls, except the neck called the Mullet. Large 
rivers defcend on all fides from the mountains; the 
principal ones are Glanamoy, which falls into Broad- 
haven, and Owenmore, which falls into Blackfod biiy. 

Agriculture. 

The mode of agriculture here is with a peculiar 
Jjpade, with which alone they work in the mountaia 
parts, and a two-horfe plough. The ridges for pota- 
toes, oats, and barley, are always from ten to twelve 

feet 
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feet broad, aad runniog in a dire£tiofi from oorth,to 
fouth; the weftern edge of thofe ridges is raifcd 
about two feet high, and the caft fide quite low, fo as 
to guard againft the ravages of the weftern ftorms. 

Extent ofit^ and of each /pedes of Grain /owed. 

The extent of their culture is often <onfideraWe ; 
for in years when they efcape a blaft, they plentifully 
fupply the markets of Newport and Weftport with 
potatoes and barley. Oats they feldom have more of 
than for home confumption, and feldom more of flax 
or linens. 

Courfe of Crops f 

Is I. potatoes; 2« barley; 3. oats, or flax. In the 
mountain region^ on the banks of the rivers, an^ the 
cultivable parts of the hills, their conftant fucceflion ii 
I. potatoes; 2. oats or flax» and fb round aod rotund 
again. 

Nature and ufe of Implements ofHu/bandry. 

The two or three refpefts, in which the implements 
here differ from thofe of the interior of the county, arc 
firft, the peculiar lightnefs and badnefs of the plough, 
always drawn by two horfes, and not a lefi peculiar 
lightnefs and badnefs of the harrows, the pins all of 
wood. The ploughing and harrowing are moftly done 

in 
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in the mountam parts, the hories drawing by the 
tail. . 

But very peculiarly fiugular indeed is thdr fpade; 
a two-bladed or double fpade^ which the natives call a 

To form an idea of it, we muft conceive two iroQ 
Uades,.each about tjicee inches, broad, with an mtetMce 
of one inch and a half between, fixed on a two-forked 
focket like two feparate loys 5 this anfwers for their 
light fandy foil, and is more hardy and light than a 
foUd fpade of the fame breadth without an interftice. 

Underneath is a. reprefentadon of it. 




Pajlure. 

Weft of the Mullet is (Veet good pafture ; on the 
eaft hard, mountainy, benty grades, or heath and molj^ 

Breed of Cattle, 

Is in general poor and bad ; the (bil is good enough, 
for introducing a good deal better. \ 

Markets and Fairs, 

Att Newport, Killala, CrofTmalina, Ballina, Rath* 
fraui and Lackan, Thofe fiairs they igcncrally frequent, 

bcfides 
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,befides three of their own, namely, Cam, Cahel, and 
Dexnmcel. 

General Prices. 



The milch cows fell from five guineas to nine ; three- 
year old heifers from three pouinds to five guineas j 
horles from three to eight guineas \ fheep from tea to 
twenty fliiliings per. 

Modes of feeding — how far houfed in winter. 

Milch cows and working horles are always houfed 
from the middle of December to the middle of May, 
and fed with a little hay and ftraw. Dry cattle ftand 
out the winter ; within the Mullet they are fed with 
bent, without the Mullet witk black fedgc. 

Natural and artificial Graffes. 

The natural grafles vary here according to the foil ; 
the mountain hair-grafs, grey, turfy, and heath grafles, 
moor-grafs, mat-grafs, and moft of the grafles peculiar 
to coarfe fwamps and mountains, grow on them ; and 
feme, but not all the efieemed and delicious ones, on 
the champaign parts. ' . 

Mode of Hay-makii^g, 

The poor people cut all the hay they have off the 
brows of their oat and barley ridges, and fave i^ in the 

common 
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commoo ^zj. The upper ranks have ligfit meadow^ 
which is faved as ufual in the interior. 

Dairiefy none. 

Hideff T^/iow^ Wool, 1^4:. ngt worth^ncndoDing* 

Farms, 

AiTe.of diffcfent £llz^s» from w^ ti^. throe liiifidMfl 
acres, all &t ta oo9nio& tetiants, ^vlio are alWa^^bi 
partnerfiup, except fome to individuals. of iu^ttr ficii»- 
tion, who graze them. 

Fami'houfes and Offices. , , 

Thofe of the better fort of farmers are made of ftone 
and lime mortar, with feparate apartments and offices; 
flood gcaenilly in pfqportipn to the drov^ftan^ of 
the owner. 

Mode ofrepairinry whether by Landlord or. Tenant. 
Always by tenant. 

Nature of Tenures, generahjlate of-Leafes, and particular 
Claufei therein, 

.Cknemttf Hurty'^Mie jcvtt^ or imc, two, or m9r« 

ticular. . ^i 

*!' . t Taxes 
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7axes or Ceffis paid hj Tenants. 
Taxes the fame as through the reft of the county. 

,^^opdrtion ofvforling Horfes to thejhe ofFqrkis., 

As the extent of the farms differed from one to 
three hundred acres^ many of them grazed, the pro- 
^pottion of horfes canned eafily be afccrtamed; iti the 
rduckly inhabited pons it might} one Ihtle hobby to 
'Cvery ten acres. 

General Jtze of Fields or Enclofures^ 

Is from four to twelve acres. 

c '\ 'c ■ *. " . ' '^ ' ^ ' ' ' • ■ ' 

Nature of Fences. 



- Fences very bad ; made oiF a few! fods, thrdwn upoa 
one another. 

ttedge^ronus and l^raining. — ^Keither here. 

Nature of Manures. 

Their only manures are fea-weed, ftielly land, and 
a little dung ; no lime or limeftoae-gravel \ the marly 
gtavd, howeter, is vifible <m the hilfy parts of the 
n^oimtain every, where. They foinetinied inake afhei 
of the mountain foil,^ with which they manure it. ^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF THE COUNTY OF MAYO. (6$ 

CfBNpRAL SUBJECTS, 

Population 

Of Erris came into the grofs calcul^tioa fpr ^c 
county I however> as fome idea of the population of 
this particular part of the county to ibme may not be 
unpleaf^nt^ it has appeared feparatdy in page i^6. 

Number andjlze of Villages and Towns. - 

The only fair towns here are Cam^ Dernmeels and 
CaheU they fhould only clafs among the villages^ whofe 
iize is from fix to fifty houfes ; the number not ealy to 
afcertain^ but the population may gLYC a good idea of 
iti and the houfes and cabins beiog moftly buil^ in 
numbers together. 

HgbiMiony Fuely Food^ and Cloathing of the lower Rank-^ 
their general Cofl. 

Habitation. Very bad 5 made of ftoncs at the foun- 
dation, and fods at top. Thofc houfes frequently con- 
iift of only one apartment, in which the cows and 
csdvesy meuy women and children, pigs, horfes and 
ppukry, herd together; often there are more rooms 
dum One, and fometimes a feparate cow-houfe. Fuet^ 
ail turf, and bog-fir. Food^ potatoes^ oaten-bread, but- 
termi)k> herrings, apd fea-fifh of all kinds, and all 
X 2 fortsi 
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ibrts of fliell*ii(h| befide dcdUk, and floak, or levre.-* 
Cloathin^y frizes afid litietB of dtdr crwQ manofjiflure; 
in a word, they drefs better than Ac poor of the inte- 
rior. Coft of thofe articles as^ through the other parts 
dfthScoimty. ... 

Prkt (^IfMbwr and frowfwns. 

Sixpence a day the year round, with meat and drink ^ 
cottiers fourpence a day and dinner. Proviftons they 
have always a fufideney of; when the blafi is efcaped 
of the weftern ftorms, they export potatoes and oats 
at the currency of the county. 

State of Tytbe^ iifc. 

Nd tythe {mM for bay or potatoes \ the other arddes 
as in the other pariihes. 

V^ df Beer Mnd S^MtJ^-^^-'^ietier either cr tMcb u 
enereafit^. 

No beer ; ufe (H fpirits encreafinjj. 

ttderfRoMds^ Bfidgis, tsfc. 

The roads are but few ; all in this feafon of the year 
(Norember) impaflably bad,^ except one» and even ihal 
as rough and devious as thofe of the Alps or Mount 
St» Bernard In the courft of thirty miles from New- 
port 
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port -to the MuUct^ tUs dpine road is iiiter(iepted bf 
aboiM twenty tiversy on the baoka of ibme of ^dbidi 
one muft ftand, if there is a floods till it fubfides, 
\irithout cabin or cover from the ftoroii aa there are at 
leaft fifteen miles of this traA withont a human habi- 
tationrbtlt a wsw rottd i* now almoft fiai(hed from 
the barony of Tyrawlej ta the Mullet* 

Of Navigaiiom dt nawgM Rhffr^^ 

In this part of the county there are no navigable 
rivers ; but the two famous harbours of Broadhaven 
north, and Bkckfod fouth, almoft meet infide of Erris^ 
about the middle of it, and arc (heltcrcd by Erris on 
the weft, and on the edl by the mountains of-it. They 
are perfeAIy fafe, deep, and capacious harbours. 

OfFiJberUs. 

The herrings have dtfierted this coaft, but everjr 
other kind of fifhing goes on, and (bme, but not co»r 
iiderable, falmon fiiheries on the rivers, that da(h down 
from the mountaioa. 

Siate of EJucaficn* 

The education here is nearly In t&e fame ftate as 
throughout the county. The children learn, at fuch 

fchools 
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f^iools as.this pemofiila alFordaj to read and write 
EogGfli in their own way, and the nfe of ipme figures. 

Ofabfentee and rejtdent Proprietor^. 

The only ablentee proprietors are Mrs. Carter and 
Mr. Cormick; the refident proprietor is Mr.Bln^am. 
There are a good many limg here in a fubftandal 
fnug way; the MefTrs. Naihes, MejQTrs. Gibbons, the 
O'DonQcls, Mr. Crump, ^g. 

' (y^ circulation of^oftcy or Papnr^ 

Money is more current here than paper. 

No Farming or agricultural Society ^ 

No ManufaSures. 

There had been iron-works here formerly; and, if 
fuel could be difcovered, there is every aptmji^ of 
Jkuation for their exteafion* 

Of Mills of every kin<L 
H^re are fome gig-mills, and querns or hand-mills. 



JIo Plantations ^r Planting. 

^ ^ntitf 
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^antity of Beg and vfofie ground. 

The mountains and wafte grounds in all the parts of 
Erria cannot belefs than about twenty miles long by 
eighteen broad. The green part of all Erris, if together 
in one traft, about feventeen miles long by fix broad- 

Po/Jibility and means of improving it. 

The poflibility of improving the mountains of Erris 
IS much facilitated by the abundance of marly gravel, 
which turns the heath, where it falls, into grafs, and 
manured well, and fubdued the gallic acidity in the 
few trials, that had been made of it; .but outfide the 
Mullet, ail over the great trafts towards Tyrawley, 
roads are indifpenfibly neceflary. 

Otftacles to itf ahd beft Means of removing thofe Obftacles. 

The fame as thofe defcribed for the interior of the 
county. 

Habits of Indu/iryy or want of it among the People. 

The people fhew a greater difpofition to idlenefs and 
fifliing than to induftry; but that is owing to want of 
inducement or intereft in difpofing of their time to 
more advantage, 

Vfe 
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XJfe ofihe Ertgiyb L^nguage^ 

Is rather general^ and m fome ftate of improvement^ 
but ilill very defeAive \ many can't fpeak a word of it. 

Weights and Meafures. 

Sometiffies the meaforement of gfsun^ neal, and po- 
tatoes is here by the (lone of fourteen pounds ; but as 
this method is not always convenient^ they fubititute a 
iDeaftire, which they call hoddachan. This is fuppofed 
to contain of potatoes fix fionei of meal one ftonet and 
of oats and barley twelve pounds. The other weights 
and meafures as in other parts of the county. 
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TO THE READER. 

Tits RMfOJtr is at prefent printed and drcu- 
Istedfor the purpofe merely of procuring further 
ifformatim^ refpeBingihe Jiate ind bujbandry tf 
ibis difirid^ and of enabling efuery one interejied in 
ibe welfare of tbis country^ to examine it fully y and 
contribute bis mite to its improvement. * * 

Tbe Society do not deem tbemfehes pledged ioa^y 
opinion given 6y tbe Author of this Survey; and 
they dejire^ that nothing contained in it be confix 
dered as their fentiments ; they bav^nly publijhed 
ity as tbe report of the gentleman^ wbdfe name is 
affixed^ and they publijh itj for the comments and 
ohfervations of all perfonsy which they etitreat to be 
given freely and without referve. 

It is therefore re^e/iedy that the ohfervationt . 
on reading this work may be returned to the Dublir^ 
Society y as foon as may be convement^ and wbieb 
will meet with the^jiilleji atfention in a future edi* 
tion^. 
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PREFACE. 



The objcfts enquired after in compiling this 
Report, embraced fo complicated a variety, and 
the fources of information were fo various, that 
it was impoiHble agreement on all the points and 
perfeftion could be the refult. It is to be fubmit- 
ted, therefore, to the principal gentlemen of Lei- 
trim, for fuch correftion and improvement as they 
may deem neceflary ; out of which, after their 
obfervations Ihall have been returned, a feleftion is 
to be mad6 for re-publication. I have adopted 
as an index the arrangement of the fubjcft matter 
furnifhed by the Dublin Society. 

DUBllSf M4RCB i802. 
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SUGGESTIONS OF ENQimiY 



ERRATA. 

Page 34 line i6fromtop9 for BrinJu/f rtad Bunduff. 

4. — - II from top, for pehmfula read peninfula ; and 

in the fame line, for pretty ^tz& petty. 
9. line 5 from bottom, for hill read ////. 
1 1. — 2 from top, for My read tilly. 
II . — I from bottom, for Peyhen read Peyton. 
20. line 4 from top, the word inofculates (hould not be 

in Italics. 
22. line 7 from bottom, for kmgb coffin read loch-boffin. 

22, — 5 from bottom, for Paradlfe read Garadife. 

23. — 7 £ox'Spa read Spaw — fame every where. 

28. — 5 and 6 from top, for it is well read it is/els 

dom well. 
35. line 6 after ^r^ read had hen. 
43' — 6 don*t fhould not be in ItalicSj but as here a 

co^ma before the V. 
45. line 1 3 from top, for tenant rtzd landlord. 
S6. •*- 2 from bottom, for Glenfain read GUnfarn. 
58. — 13 iotJketchx^2AJlretch. 
81. — 2 from bottom, for next read mixt. 
95. — 7 from bottomi for IJhall mfkrtaic read IJhall 

not undertake. 
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SUGGESTIONS OF ENQI^Y ■ : 

F^R GIMTLEMEN WHO SHALL UNDERTAKE THS FOtHlM i^W 

AGRICULTURAL SURViSTS. 



CEOGRAFHICAV STATi iib^ 'CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Sitoation and Extentj 

Divifiotis^ . . \> 

Climate^ .- ,, 

Soil and Surface, • ^ -m* 

Minerals, :: .- j . . t' , -^ 

Water. ^ ^,... . . ' ^^^^ \^-, j .,._ . 



AGRlCUlirtJRfe- 

Mode of culture, ... 

Extent of it, and of eae& fpecles of grain lawedU 

Courle of crops, 

trie of oxen — ^how harneffed. 

Nature and txk of impkn^o^ts of hq(Kandnrf 

Markets for grain, x 

Uie of green food in winter., 

PASTURE. 

INbtareofit^ . . ^ 

Breed of cattIe-*how far improved, 

■ " ' * ' —^-—howlTar capable of further injprdfcajcntt 
Markets or l^airs for th^m, 
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Genei^ pricesf 

Modes of feeding— how for houfed in winteFj 

Natural grdlcii^ 'J -^ ^ ' ' - ' J ' - 

Artificial grafiesy 

Mode of hay-making. 

Dairies, ^einppdttte^ ^ Ji^ " V. 

Prices of hides^ tallow, wool, and quantity fold. 



. .-.. ■ ■).: JA&MS. 
Their fize. 

Farm houfes and offices, ^ '» 

Mode of repairing them, whether by landlord or tenant, 
Nature of tenures. 

General ftate of leafes, -"^ 

* of particular claufes therein. 

Taxes or Ceflcs p^d by tenants. 

Proportion of working horfes o g Wl o ck s, to the fize of farms^ 
General fize of fields, or enqlofures. 

Nature offences, . , . 

Mode ot hedge-rows, and keeping hedges. 
Mode of draining, ' -- ^ 

Nature of manures. ' * r 

GENERAL SUBJECTS. 
Population, 

Number and fize of villages and t0|wns, ' 

Habitation, fuel, food and doathing of the lower rank— their 

general coft, 
JPricc of wages, labour and provifions. 
State of tithe, its general amount on each ardcle-^wfiat, aiti;^ 

cles are exempt, and what charged by modus, 

Ufe of beer and fpirits — whether either or which Is increafiogy 

Sute of roads, bridges, &c. » • 

^1— of navigations and navigable rivers^ 

— '^ offifheries, 

Sute 
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State of education, fchools, and charitable inftituuoas^ 

■ of abfentee and refident proprietors, 
. ,o£ circulation of money or paper, 

m of Arming or agricultural fbcieties, 
ofmanufa^res, whether increafing, 
■ ' ' of encouragement to them, and the peculiar aptnefi of 
the fituation for their extenCon, 
i' ^ " ^ of mills of every kind, 

■ of plantations and planting, 

— -— of the efFedls of the encouragement heretofore ^ven to 
them by the Society, particularised in the lift annexed* 
1 ■' of any improvements which may occur, for future en- 
couragement, and particularly for the prefervatioa Qt 
the trees, when planted, 
V of nurferies within the county and extent of £de$» 
Price of timber andftate of it, in the county, 
Quantity of bog and ^wafle ground, 
PofSbility and means of improving it, 
Obftacles to it and beft means of removing them, 
Halnts of induftry, or want of induftry among the people. 
The ufe of the £ngli(h language, whether general, or how &r 

increafing. 
Account of towers, caflles, monafteries, ancient buildings, or 

places remarkable for any hiilorical event. 
Churches — ^refident clergy, glebes and glebe houfes, 
Whether the county has been actually furveyed, when and. 

whether the furvey is publifhed. 
Weights and meafures, liquid or dry — in what indancesare 

weights affigned for meafures — or <vice vtrfd. 
The weight or meafure, by which gr;un, flour, potatoes^ butter^ 

&c. are fold. 
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STATISTICAL SURVEY 



OF THE 



COUNTT OF LEITRIM. 



CSOGRAPHIGAL STATE AND CIRCUMSTANCS9f 

General Situation* 

X H £ County of Leitrim makes part of a vnAt 
fhelving flope, extending from the higheft grounds in 
the county of Rofcommon, in a north caftwardly di- 
reftion, along the counties of Leitrim^ Sligo, Donegal^' 
and Derry, to thofe parts of the Atlantic Ocean, which 
terminate this flope. A great part of this irregularly 
gradual defcent I have often rode in one day, fome- 
times up, and fometimes down, and can undertake to 
affirm, that it is not only vifible to the naked eye, but 
diftreffing to the horfe and horfeman. 

I am credibly informed, that a declivity not diffimllar 
to this expands itfelf from the counties of Cork and 

6 Kersy 
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Kerry to the north of this kingdom. — ^This con- 
tributes to demonflrate the ucceffion of the tei^raqueous 
globe to a fpheroidal (hape^ and may fuggeft a hint 
for fome new inland navigation. 

Particular Situation y Connections Extent y and Figure* 

As to thofc points I have confulted Salmon, "Walker, 
and Crutwell. — ^In the aftual inveftigation of the coun- 
ty, I found them falfe guides, which caufed me to fearch 
more minutely for the truth of thofe particulars. 

The figure of this coiioty prodnces an irregular 
cone, the bafc of which is fouth, and featcd in the 
county of Lodgfor4sj the apex rups north into the 
bay of Ballyfliannofl, in the Atlantic Ocean. Tfie 
fouth, and nearly an equal part of the wcftern limits, 
is formed by the River Shannon, which meets the bafe 
at rather an acute angle, and divides it from Rofcom-^ 
mon all the way to Lough Allen* Then the lake itfelf 
(jufl: oppofit^ to, and two miles eaftward of the Arigna 
Lron-rworks in the county Rofcommon) becomes the, 
boundary of the two counties for four miles north- 
ward, where they firft come into contafli without th«. 
ipt^vention of water, except a very fmall rivulet qalled, 
Srooawn-an-Ionlaid, which they prefervefor five or &sk 
miles to Glackandara. It then joins the county of 
SligOy which accompanies it to the fea, forming thc^ 

northern 
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«>rtheTa part of the wdlern limits* On the eaftera 
fide of the fca Leitrim meets the county of Donegal la 
a diftance of about two miles, which together with 
Fermanagh conftitutes the northern part — but the 
fouthern and greateft part of tbtf' eaftern boundary ift 
the county of Cavan. 

The length of this qounty, counting carefully from 
town to town as accurately as poffible, through a 
country where fome of the roads are neither marked 
nor meafured, and allowing for the variation of thofe 
roads from a right line, is about 46 miles. 

its breadth at the bafe, from County-bridge, in the 
county Cavan, to the Shannon, is fixteen mUes-*-the 
apejc at the Tea is only three miles broad between the 
two rivulets, Bundrows, which divides it from Done- 
gall, and BrindufF, which there divides it from Sligo; 
But this apex, after receding about two miles from thd 
fca fouthward, ibon expands hito coniiderable breadth^ 
which is various m different parts, but may, I fhould 
think, be computed at a medium of fixteen milesj^ 
though Sir William Petty makes it about thirteen miles. 
But he did not, becaufe in thofe days be could not^ 
owing to forefts, rivers, and matfhes, go round its 
confines, or fiirvey it accurately. 

The centre of the county of Leitrim is diftant front 
Dublin about eighty miles. It lies confequently in the 
feventh degree of weft longitude, and fifty-fifth of 
hoTXh latitude. 

9 z If 
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If variety is a beauty, this county poffefles it in ta 
eminent degree — for it not only exhibits extenfive trafts 
of fome of the beft and worft lands in the world, but 
exhibits them arranged in piftureique diforder, inter- 
fperfed with hill, dale, wood, water, and mountain, 
forming fome beautifully bold and grand landfcapes. 

The ride from Rulky to Carrick-on-Shannqn, along 
the charminjg outlets of Drumfna, no traveller can 
pafs without admiration and pleafure. The windings 
of the Shannon through a fertile country, the intru** 
fion of the wooded peninfula on its courfe, the pretty 
coping of Shubeg and Shumore, as if defigned by 
nature as a foil to the lofty grandeur of the more diC 
tant mountain of Sleive-an-J^roin, are objefts, which 
on the QW hand arreft the avidity of every one's obfer- 
vation, while on the other the flpping a^fceixt, the luxu- 
riant and variegated fwell of that part of the county 
Rofcommon, called Teeraroon, feduces the fancy and 
the eye of curiofity to r^ng^ it over and over. 

In travelling northward by Lough Allen on cither fid^ 
©f the lake, one obferves the country, though tolerably 
good for tillage (as ih<ill under its proper head be ad*^ 
verted to) tp have a grey glocwny afpeft, rifmg by a 
ftecp afcent from the verge of the lake for a diftancQ 
of two, three, and four miles to the black mountains, 
ovhich almoft all around the lake terminate the . vifible 
Jiorizon \ I fay almo/fy for even the gloom of this part 
pf the (Country is relieved by partial beauties, partici^n 

Urly 
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ferly in difFerent delightful views about the entrance 
of the Shannon into, and departure from the lake. 
Then leaving the lake and travelling northward towards 
the fea, the lands for five or fix miles on either fide 
feem to be but little, if any thing, of a better quality 
than thofe^laft defcribed; however, in advancing, or 
rather defcending northward, large portions of land 
of very fuperior quality appear difperfed about Dro- 
mahir, Manorhamilton, and Glancarr, and the face of 
the country is not lefs various and pifturefque than the 
other patts. 

The rides and views about Manorhamilton and Lur- 
ganboy are extremely pretty. Mr. CuUen's demcfne is 
naturally beautiful, highly improved, and the young^ 
and old plantations arranged in a verj^ handfome 
ftyle. 

It is highly interefting to fee fo much imptovement, 
and fuch natural advantages about the little village of 
Lurganboy. 

This village is fituated in a romantic manner— 
the road ftrays from it through old woods and new 
plantations difperfed in as carelefs a manner as the 
windings of the river Boonid, which ornaments them. 
The lands are of excellent quality, and the whole 
fcene, mountains and all, peculiarly pretty. 

In advancing ftiU nearer to the fea, a mixture of the 
brfl and worft lands ftill continues to diverfify the 
country. But here fcenes of fuperior defign and dig- 
nity 
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6 STATISTICAL SURVEY 

nity enrapture the beholden The bay of D(Hiegal 
opens to the view, while the allurements of Loughmel- 
vyn feize the eye to gaze on its old ruins and wooded 
iilands; and the ftupendous mountains of Dartry 
and Banbulben rife into the clouds, as if eager to en- 
joy the furrounding fcenery, which recdves no fmall 
anbellifhment from Woodville, the handibme feat of 
Major Dickibn, and Coonfellor Johnftcxi's villa on th^ 
banks of Loughmeivyn. 



J)4vifions* 



The only divifions, which to me appear neccffary, arc 
thofe of baronies and diftrifts. The parochial fubdi- 
vifions ihall incidentally appear under the heads of 
Tythea and Population, 

The baronies diftribute themfelves into five in num- 
ber, which I fhall enumerate in the order they are 
fituated in from north to fouth. Beginning therefore 
at the fea, the firft is ' 

Rojfcloghery which comprehejids all the lower part 
of the county, and extends foutbward to Newtown and 
Manorhamilton. About thofe points commences th^ 
Baroiiyof 
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Dromaharey which embraces all the middle parts of 
the county, and afcends fouthward as far as Drom- 
ftiambo. Here commences to the eaftward 

Carr'igalleriy which travelling fouthwafd comprizes 
nearly one half in breadth of the county, and termi- 
nates in its bafe to the weft of the county of Long* 
fordk 

Leitrimy on the weft of Carrlgallen, runs parallel 
with it fouthward a few miles ; and there commences 
the barony of 

Mohilly which runs the remainder of the journey 
fouthwafd, parallel with Carrlgallen, on the eaft fide 
of the county, and terminates in the common bafe 
Longford. 

Thofe baronies have beeii (under a late afl: of parlia- 
ment, in confcquence of the increafe of population, 
and confequcnt increafe and multiplicity of bufinefs, 
which could not within the ufual time be difpofed of 
at the general aflizes) divided into two diftrifls for the 
trial and difpatch of civil bills, aflaults, and other 
fmall offences by the magiftrates of the counties ; for 
whofe advice and affiftance in points of law, which 
they might not be competent to decide on, a lawyer 
is appointed in each county, with a falary, to attend 
the feilions under the title of Affiftant Barrifter. Thofe 
two diftrifts are 

Manorhamiltmy which comprehends the baroiiies of 
Roflclogher and Dromahare, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



8 STATISTICAL SURVEY 

Carrich-^n^Shannony which is compofed of the baro« 
nies of Lcitrim, Carrigallen, and Mohill. Thc^fet, 
fion-towns arc^ for the diftrift of Manorhamilton the 
town of that name, and for the diftrift of Carrick-on* 
Shannon that town and Balliaamore. 



Climate* 



About the caufe of the temperature in Ireland, and 
deviations from it in other parts of Europe, though in 
the fame latitude, there is, I believe, but one opinion, 
that it proceeds from the exhalations of the furround- 
ing ocean and feas^ which at the fame time communi- 
cate a genial warmth, and are perhaps no inaAive 
agents in correfting any noxious vapours, that might 
have a tendency to the generation of plagues or infalu- 
brity. But our having remained fo long free from 
plagues might be attributed to the antifeptic and 
ailringent nature of our bogs and marihes, whofe 
exhalations muft alfo be of that difpofition ; and per- 
haps ftill moi*e to the great improvement in widening 
and enlarging our houfes, windows, and Areets. Our 
improvements alfo in cleanlinefs, that grand harbinger 
and preferver of health and Ipirits, cannot but influ- 
ence the atmofphere, improve our climate, and bamflx 
or prevent all plagues and peftilence* 

As 
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As to the particular climate of Lcitrim itfelf, it is 
not only a little colder than the fouthern parts of Ire- 
landi where the arbutus and the myrtle are indigenous, 
and the mildnefs of the whole year favours their vege- 
tation, but it is alfo more fubjeft to rains, owing 
to the great number and height of its mountains, 
which cither diflblve by their vapours, or break itito 
rain the clouds almoft juft emerging from the ocean. 



SmI and Surfaa^ 

The foil and furface muft exhibit the fame degree of 
diver fity, which the outward complexion of the coun- 
try bore in its general defcription 5 large trafts of deep 
dark rich foil, on limeftone bottbm, are to be found 
in the neighbourhoods of Sheemore, MohiU, Droma- 
bare, and Manorhamilton. 

But the. greateft part of the county, not includ- 
ing the mountains, is compofed of ^igh fteep'hills and 
V allies — the tops and fides of moft of thofe hills in the 
fouthern parts are furfaced with a thin ftratum of hun- 
gry ferrug^ous loam, and this loam fubftrated with 
a hard gravel of the fame complexion with the hill. 

The vallies, which are generally watered. with rivu- 
lets, are of a quality fuperior to the hills, deeper in 
furface, not fo reddiih, and much more fertile ; as 
if thofe hills in fome general deluge had been mace- 
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rated by water, which in fubfiding carried to the val- 
leys, and there depofited, like the overflowings of the 
Nile, all the fertility it diflblved. In faft, the light 
cruft of fertile foil, with which thofe hills are now 
covered, feems to have been acquired fince Noah's 
time oi^ly, calculating on all the nutritious matter de- 
pofited by rains, frofts, fnows, decayed vegetables, 
&c. but dedufling at the fame time the average lofs of 
thofe acquifitions by heavy rains and floods fweeping 
along the ftcep declivities of the hills. 

It would be almoft impoflible to defcend to a minute 
and particular account of all the varieties of foil to be 
met with even within a/mall compafs of thofe hills, but 
in general it may be obferved they are of a baritico- 
argillaceous quality, intermixed with fand and gravel, 
and very retentive of water ; but from the form of 
the hills, this wet is eafily drawn ofl* by furface-drain- 
ing and water-furrowing, with the utility of which, 
from neceflity and experience, the people are very well 
acquainted. The natives call it a ftiff*, heavy, cold, 
and wet foil. In general alfo next to the fur face ftjc- 
ceeds a flratum of gravel, which, if uncovered, would 
not be a bad road, and under this again are quarries of 
various coloured flate, fometimes black, brown, &c 
fometimes thick, fometimes thin, and almoft always 
under all a yellowifli, brownifti, or blackifli ftiff* argil- 
laceous bottom ; not unfrequently, however, without 
the intervention of either gravel or flate, a raw, pon- 
derous. 
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deroiis> unj^'oduftive earth of vftrious coloursi moll 
commonly a lilly reddUh, fuccecds to the vegetative fur- 
f^ce. 

■ In defcribing the foil and furface of this county^ 
the moorS) bogs, and mountdns, which are numeroug 
and extenfivei /hould not be overlooked ^ but a parti* 
cttlar account of thetn fhall be given in a Separate ard* 
cle, concerning their extent, quality, and the meant 
of improving them, , . 



ABmrals* 



Thoi^ we always cannot, and perhaps fhoUld not 
attempt to fcrudnize the difpenfatioos of Providence^ 
it cannot be called exploring too minutely to obferve, 
^at the bleffings, which are (candly beftowed an the 
foil and furface of Leitrim, &em amply recompenfed 
in that rich rednndancy of treafurq coiicealed foy^ that 
furface. 

On the north fide of Slieve^an-Jaroin, over Lough 
Allen, inutile deep ding^es^ which ages have worn out 
by the cafcading of the mountain floods, the iron ore 
lie* icat^ed in abundance, and alternate ibrata of 
limeftone are vifible in the banks, evidently interpo&d 
by Providance as a flux for the metaL On the £buth 
and weft aiUb, on the eAates of Mr.JPeyhen and Mr. 
c z Johnflon, 
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Johnfton, are thin ftrata of. iron ore, and every indi- 
cation of deeper and richer beds. 
The ore of Slieve-an-Jaroin, Mr. O'Reilly informs me, 
is by far richer than that found on the Rofcommon fide 
of Lough Allen, and by a certain proportionate mixture 
of both, experience produced to him, when proprietor 
of the Arigna iron-works, grey and white irons of fuch 
quality as to emulate, if not exceed, thofe of any other 
country. 

Of this iron ore thick flrata, amounting nearly to 
quarries, are vifible in the beds of the cataracts of 
Barnamcena, on Mr. Lyons's property, called Boolyna- 
bhme, on Rathmore, Altnamion, commonly called Altf 
nangenny, Altnafafana, and many other places. 

At Ballinamore and Dromfhambo, little towns within 
a few miles of, this mountain, h-on furnaces and works 
Jhave been carried on till lately by Sir Charles Coote, 
and in my own time by Mr. Reynolds ; and the remains 
of feveral furnaces are vifible on different parts north 
and fouth of the mountain, which feem to have been 
carried on formerly to great extent. 

Iron ore is vifible in many other parts on all the 
mountains round the lake, even in the interior of the 
chaiQpain part near the Shannon, a little fouth of 
Drumfna. In a word what we have feen, and the dif- 
iufion of chalybeate fprings and ferruginous appear- 
ances indicate the exiftence of this ore in many other 
part* of the country, where it lies undifcovered. 

On 
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On the eftates' of Mr. Johaftoa and Mr. Pcyhen, 
fouth and weft of this mountain, juft under the regu- 
lar rocky cornice near the top, a ftratum of coal is vili- 
ble. Mr. Johnfton has worked it, he fays, to advantage 
for his own and the public ufe. In furroundiog the 
mountain it paffes through Mr. Lyons's cftate of Booly- 
nabinne, and ftill farther eaftward a couple of miles- 
It is more an indication of deeper beds of coal lower 
down, or deeper into the mountain, than it fcems itfelf 
capable of being very produftive. 

In the beds- of Aiany rivers, which run from the top 
of the mountain^ and of thofe particularly on and abou* 
Ahacaftid, the feat of Mr. Johnfton, large and deep 
beds of pipe-clay and yellow ochre are to be feen, and 
different heavy fmooth vifcid earths, fome intermixed 
with flint-gravel, and fome with the fineft filiceou* 
fand. 

The Munterkenny mountains weft of Lough Allen, 
teem with inexhauftible ftores of coal and iron ore. 

Near the top of the mountain, a little down frorn and 
fouth ward of where Mr. Johnfton had worked the 
coal-pits above Ahacaftiel, a great bulk bulged from 
the middle of a fpongy marfti of heavy fmooth pea- 
green vifcous earth, beautifully fparkling with yellow 
fand. Not far below the cornice, about two miles 
north weft of the place laft defcribed, is a great abun- 
dance of yellow fand, whether pyritic, or of whatever 
•thcr nature, I (ball not attempt to interfere, as my 
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verbal direftions were to fend ipecimcns to the Dabfin 
Society of any mineral I met, without giving myfelf 
any further concern. 

Within a quarter of a mile of Lurganboy, on' the 
Sligo road, is a large quarry of lead ore. 
• On the north fide of Btnbo arc deep pits, from which 
copper ore had been raifed by the late Mr. Wynne. 

About half a mile wdk of thofe pits, in the curious 
river called the Redftone river, are large beds of white 
and brownifh chalks. 

Here Dkewife are clays of dii&rent colours, blueifli^ 
green, yellow,, pale red, a beautiful crimfbn, &c. — 
Thofe clays are tough as glue, fmooth and unftuous to 
the touch, and in various degrees of coarfenefs, con- 
fiftence, and induration up to ftone. The fands, with 
winch they are mixed, are very fine and filiceous. 

Manganefe is here to be found in great quantities, 
and the ftrongeft indications of iron ore arc every where 
hereabout confpicuous. 

Throughout ahnoft all parts of the county limeftone 
ind limeftone-gravel are every where to be found ; 
and marls, of different kinds and colours, are not far 
Co be fent for. 

The Redftone river is a Angular, a rare curiofity. 
It runs through Mr. Wynne's eftate. On his cftate are 
aUb made all the Binbo difcoveries, which his fervant^ 
fliewed me with much civiUty. The banks and beffom 
of this river exhibit all the variety of colours, which 

diverfify 
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diveffify tKe clays, tinged and glowing from the pencil 
of nature. Even the bed of this river is beftrewed 
with ftoncs, varying and glowing in ftill a more pic- 
^ turefque manner of colour and derangement. 

There is every reafon to be convinced thofe ftones 
afe compofed of the clays, whofe colour they reflefl:, 
whether by induration or petrifaftion ; I fliould fuppofe 
the former, from the various degrees of it, as men- 
Cloned, which they prove in a ratio equal to their dry- 
nefs in the bank. 

The unexpefted difcovery of fo ftrange, and fo beaui- 
tiful a phenomenon, is a feafonable relief to the fombre 
vifage of the furrounding fcene, and cannot but afFeft 
agreeably not only the fenfes and imaginaticsn, but the 
whole view, vale, mountain, and all, may afford ample 
matter of mdre ferious refleftion ; and what now ftrikes 
me on the fubjeft, not deeming it a very irrelevant di- 
greffion, I beg leave to offer in a few words^ particu* 
krlyi as mountains com'pofe fo large a porti^ of this 
county, and that my remarks in fome degree extend 
to them all. 

Binbo is a great black-looking mountain. It might 
be aiked, to what end nature could have heaped upfuch 
a bulk to annoy the furrounding inhabitants. 

I don't pretend to explore more deeply than what 
feems obvious arid fuperficial, and of that nature, that 
is obvious to every plain obferver, feems. to be the 
Tarious and the vaft udlity of thofe mountains. Binbo,~ 

for 
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for inftance, the immediate objeft' of thofe refJec- 
tions, teems with abundance of all the neceflary mate- 
rials for pottery and porcelain manufaftories. Imme- 
diately furrounding are ftiller*s-earth, lead, copper, and 
fteel ores, with abundance of fuel and water. 

As all thofe materials are not to met with high up io^ 
but round the bafe of the mountain, I might be aflced, 
why I ftiould fo much value the mountain for a booa 
it does not produce ? — I could reply — It is vifible thofe 
mountains had been not very many thoufands of years 
back but one heap, which nature, in one of her 
affeftionate paroxifms, burft and fcattered into feparate 
hills, anxious to leave cxpofed in, the vallies for the 
good of mankind, the treafure Ihe fo long concealed. 
This, therefore, is not one, but a manifold advantage 
1 derive from Binbo Hill, becaufe, if it was not there, 
we fhould, to this hour, be deprived of all the wealth 
it expofe$. 

In profpeft I alfo derive this benefit from Binbo — 
that as the furrounding valley produces abundance of 
the richeft, and moft appropriate jnanures, I view in 
advance a charming landfcape, embellifhed by this 
hill in luxuriant bloom of cultivation and verdure, 
fcattering abundant fupplics of provifions around its 
bafe, among the lively buftle of trades and manufac- 
tories, and all the fcenes of induftry, population, and 
the bufy buzz of commerce and fociety. 

The northweft mountains of Ireland, of which thofe 
of my county make a part, produce another moft fa- 

iutary. 
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falutary, though, I believe, hitherto unobferved cfFeft. 
It; is this — the winds on the wefterly coaft of Ireland^ 
^Imoft inceflantly, blow from the ocean. Every tree 
and buQi along the coaft, and as many as are expofed 
to the fphere of their aftion, even twenty miles away 
from the fea, are not only bent to the eaft, but either 
checked or ftunted in their growth, and bear ample 
teftimony to this part of my pofition. Thofe winds, 
not only warp the trees and bulhcs into premature de- 
crepitude, but caufe^the grafles, and other unfheltered 
vegetables, to . live and die dwarfs. But why, ? — Be- 
caufe. thofe winds not only exercife their fharpnefs on 
them all, but prevent the fall of, and fweep away in a 
commpn vortex, the dews, fo refrefliing to the interior 
of the ifland, and every-where fo neccflary to vegeta- 
tion. \ 

This can only be redreffed by the kind intervention 
of thofe mount^ns, who ft and up to intercept the 
efcaping clouds, and diiFufe them into prolific fhowers 
on the parching plains, while they ihelter others front 
winds and ftorms. 



TTater. 

V 

This county is not lefs remarkable for high and rich 
mountains, than it is for frefh and mineral waters.— I 
(hall tr^at of them both feparately. 

' B Hfre 
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Here are one principal kke, ftad mat {ntedf^al dv^er, 
befides a great many fnbordinate ones of tnyth kinda. 
Indeed the whole county, and every kidmdua] farm, 
is fo well fupidied with water, that one neighbour, in 
fearch of it, need never hardly trcfpafs on the other. 

The Shannon is the principal river. It is in Irilh call- 
ed Sionan, which means calmnefe, or foavity of afpeft, 
or of any thing, to which it is a predicate. It is fo 
called from the finoothnefs (^ its furface and equabi- 
lity of courfe, and is pecnliarly and properly diftingoifhr 
cd by diat name from the other rivers in the neighbour- 
hood of its fource, and the firft ten miles of its courfe, 
which derive their fource from the broken clouds, and 
overflowings of fome lakes on the tops of the (iirrounding 
mountains, and tremendoufly roaring cafcadc, in rapid 
torrents, through deep and wide dingles, which ages 
have excavated in the face of the rocks 5 and then roll- 
ing in prodigious volumes into the lowlands, and more 
level grounds, often fweep into eternity the cacelefs paf- 
fengers. 

This river has its fource in a pretty little plain, at the 
foot of Quilka mountain; which (lands about four miles 
into the county of Cavan ^ not the famous Mr. Sheri* 
dan's Quilka, but another mountain of that name, 
^ which bangs- over Swanlingbar. Near the bottom of 
this littk plain is a ijpring, about twenty feet in diameter, 
from wMch iffttes the Shannon. 

It 
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H i$ not {mil, U ia geiietaUjr thoifg^> at or fiear it$ 
rife,, but^ 00 the contrary, \» callbd' by tb^ ii«tiVes> 
Abhaiii^mhor, or the krge river, to diftittguifh It from 
the odghbovridg oaee, which, except io times of floods^ 
are not only fmali, but their beds are ibmetimqg dr; i 
aor is its^ gettenil conrle) as coocunoiiiy fuppoied^ from 
ftorth to^ ibuth ; for imoiedialely from the fprio^ es^ 
cept in a fe^;^^ trifliag defleldcHis, ittakes^ a weftem di« 
te&km to Lo«|^ AUdn, "whkh il concinoes through thai 
lake to Garrtck-oft-Shaaaoft ; bur at Carrick«^)|ia-Shatt« 
Q0ti„ af«er eluding the I^b biUs of Ltifrim, it taked^ a 
foutherii \riiKl> floping among the ksvds^ to the co^ioty 
^ LoQgfbrd-^aald there again> gets into 1 wefterly 
tlracl^ which it purfucls t» a tovtuoi^» butibmedmea^ 
femlMrly courie, to limetick^ 

Jbhdit^NaiUc.^^Tihc finirce of this river » fivemilea 
iatO Leacka mountsdn, which rifes befwoen Loa^ AU 
kA and Manorhamikon. U is fo called from St. Nri^ 
or St* Natalis> who btuk a mo6aflery ia that ftrangi 
£t<}sti(A, that is, 011 the top of this motmtaio. The and* 
cjuaries not being agreed lipool $he ODnnty, la which 
dus^ monaftery bdonged, infeatrchof i^I taraced this 
river to its fouro^ whkdi is io I^eacfca; mountain 
kke, other wife' KiUowmawn lake. This river is rathei 
e«lrf(toa on this accQnst--that the Uttk lake, from whicK 
it iShfiBf is on the hig^efl fitnaattt of the mountrisiA 
irithovt any flepe or fail colleAive df any water,^ and 
itiU ii il never dr)r, but rather abtfftdantly fuj^fied. It 
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18 at the fomrce about ten feet broad ; by the jun£&>a 
of fome rivulets it fbon acquires both volume and velo- 
city, and rapidly dafhes down to the Shannon, with 
which it inrfculates at an obtufe angle, about a mile eaft 
of Lough Allen. , i 

Duibhachar. — This river runs from Bclhovel-lake to 
Lough Allen. It is at and near its four ce only fmall, 
but, in a journey of about four miles to Lough Aliens 
it recdves at kaft a dozen rivulets, defcending from 
the mountain and hills of Barradaaltdeag, or the tops 
of tjie twelve dingles, an^ before it joins the lake, be- 
comes wide and deep. This river, Hke the Shannon^ 
makes a deceptive Ihew of going againA the height, or 
from north to fouth^ teit though it runs pretty much 
in that direAion, and that the Tea at Sligo is upwards 
of loo feet lower than Lough Alien, Mr. Kirwan 
thinks to a cerudnty eighty, ftill the diftance this river 
runs is only very partial; and even in that (hort diftance it 
flopes among theJevels, as the Shannon does, avoiding 
the afcending hills to tStOi its jundtion with the lake. 
As I feel this a ftupid Idnd of writing, and I am fiir&it 
muft prchre much moi;e fo.to the reader, and as thofe 
already mentioned are the only rivers of any note, ex- 
cept Boorrid about Dromahare, or that, could even 
deferve confideration, even in cafe the Canal (hould be 
co« lihued from Tarmonbarry to Sligo j I therefore beg 
leave to refer to the map, which (hall exhibit a minute 
delineation of the few remaining rivulets. ; For the 
- - lakes 
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I 



lake$ aUb, beiog in number almoft uncountable, I muft| 
for the lame rcafon, refer to the map, except two or 
three, that may come in the way of any inland nav^* 
tion, or that in faft have any claim to particular obfer- 
vation. 

Lough Allen is indifputably entitled to the £rft notke^ 
aa th^ receiver and diftributer of almoft all the current 
water- of the county, and the embryo agent of any 
Canal, that can ever pafs through it. And indeed, 
though definitions are very rare. Lough Allen is now 
not only defcribed, but defined, as what is already meo-^ 
tioned diftinguifhes it from all the other lakes in the 
county. And there remains only to obfervc, that it 
ftr etches about feven miles in length, between Drorn^ 
ihamboand Drumkerrin^ and that its medium breadth 
is about five miles. The ftorms <mi this lake are very 
bdfterous, and the waves run mountain high. The 
coUeftion of fuch volumes of wind between fuch high 
mountains muft produce^ this t&Gt. Hugh Magowan, 
a very experienced old filherman, and well acquainted 
with the foundings of this lake, having fdr many years 
been employed in fiftiing and ferrying turf for a gen* 
tleman's houfe on the verge of It, was often heard to 
fay; it was in many places unfathomably dfeep. 

Clean Lmgh^ otherwife called Belhovel lake, has very 
little worth remarking, except what mere cxiftence gives 
every creature, and that in cafe of an inbnd navigation 
foom the Shannon to Sligo, it may furnifli fome fupply 
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df water. It lies iboat foirr ihyes & Ikde tb the n&ntt 
yreA cf Lotigh AUeo> wkb which it commmiicaliss by 
the river Duibhachar. It » not quits two mtlea Untg^ 
fitid iearcely one btoad. 

Loj4gb Mehytty in Dartry, is a very pretty lake,, op- 
fiafldeQted with wooded iflannds aad old rtans* k is 
fearcdy two mii^ broad^ ^bovi four b» £aigth>. aad ~ 
n»s ipartly mta die county of Fermanagh. It is witbi> 
ift two nules of the fits ae BimdoRRi. 

L(mgb OiUf i&ct chai?iQt0g paradife^doea not all bdoi^ 
»Ii.dtfte^ Hideed it aknoft aUbeiofigato the cootity 
o£ Sligo, fo much fb| that licife rawt^ dian a bare n^ 
to view aad mentidn it remmoa to us* Tbia lake b by 
mtiire extren^ly romantic and ptftttrefqw, and' itt 
banks and borders fo highly ioxppoved, partkularly by 
Mr. 'WjxxDfcy that wkhont e&s^etatioii j^mKf be gob^ 
fidered one of hev moft enchanting ch^ ^auvns. I 
ihonld &ppofe it about five or fix nilea in lengthy a»d 
about two broad ^ the wing <^ k, which toQchea hA^ 
trinii coiner ia at NeWtowiK 

JLcugh Cofin ia only a fiaall eacpanfiofi of the Shan* 
mm, 'p& fbath of Dromfna, 

FataSfe Lgki^ on which is Parakiife) the charmi^ 
feat of Mr. Percy, is not an inconfiderable piece of 
watei^y ^Qd will, ^)g^har with Newtowngore lah^ and 
feffie other fmall ones in that neigUxmriio6d| proi^ 
nfefol to the canal, which is talked pf^ from the coimty 
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erf 'C$:vmXi> the 6te»}lipn. Thry Ik betwec^n Ba^a- 
mof^c mA W&Si^93iiS^^9 m the jcouftty of Cftv^aa. 

Mineral Watfrs. 

Tbe fiioerfiil waters of this comity are cold ^ings^ 
of two Ibrts ocdy, chalybc^ate and liilphureoosi of whuii 
diepriDcipal is 

Dromfna Spa.-^i is a fiiiphoreous fpimg, wMJiia ja»alf 
a mile e^ of th^ towo^ tfTumg from due verge of a 
4mall lafcej every way unnoticeablc, except that it kexc 
t^mfacXM to complete a beatitif ul landfcape, and iotm 
yone of the prettieft vallies isiagiQal^e* Tlic ride or 
^aUc to ir among woods and rows of trees is delight^* 
^l«-4rom amoi^ thofe you diicover die Sbamum wiad- 
iiig tp the foudward, throi^h a line wi^c^ed coimtrj^ 
while the lofty mouatalns on the north aad weft term!* 
ftjite A iiiftrming mip ^mU 

Medod Wfiter.-^U^rtt ifx the middle of a mpwitaifl, 
Jlrpmioa and Teng> is a fpmg produ^i^ a wat^ mvtch 
ftronger i^aa that pf Dr^>iQffta. A fcorbujic paiicot 
^eamctliere from&wa^liQgbar^ftqld amontb> drank four 
quid^s erery dayi which prov^ more aperieot thaa &» 
£wm»fmgb$ir W4tier> and cured him* 

Athimonus. — ^Here, half a mile from the foJCiacr, b 
another fpring of the fame kind. 

There 
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There are, befide thofc enumerated, feveral Ipringg oT 
the fulphnreous family about Dromfhambo, Caftlecar- 
gan, and other places,' fb that it appears this fort of 
water drculatcs through a great extent of the country, 
. as the Seltzer water does for many mariy miles along the 
Rhine and furrounding interior of the country. 

Cavan Spa. This ilTues from the fbuthem neck of va 
peninfula, called Gobacowan, which runs into the north 
extrelnity of Lough Allen. It has a ftrong ferruginous 
Icum and tafte, and is clearly pellucid. The lake water 
fbmedmes inundates this fpring ; when it does not, the 
ihore flones immediately furrotmding it are of a dark 
copper colour. I myfelf have known this water to re- 
lieve fome difeafes of the flomach and bowels, chiefly 
thofe arifing from indigeftion, a£ling not Only as a com- 
mon diluent, but peculiarly fo in confequence of the di- 
gefiive falts, which wate^rs of this clafs generally con- 
taiq. 

The efFeft of this water was tio doubt promoted by 
its aperient power, a pint of it generally being equal in 
effect to an ounc^ of Rochelle falts \ and finally by its 
tonic powers to prevent a return of thofe crudities. * 

Oahfield %.— This is on Counfellor Johnfton'* 
eftate, within a couple of miles of the fea. It is of the 
^chalybeate clafs, and not diilimilar in eiFe£t to the lafl 
defcribcdi 
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AGRICULTURE. 



Moae of CufturCr 



The mode of culture is with a long narrow fpade^ 
commonly caUed a loy. This machine they prefer to 
ploughs, and aifign many reafons for dcMug fb. The 
hills, of which the whole county is nearly compoled^ 
are very fteep, beiet with ftones ; and, notwithftanding 
the foil being in general gravelly, fo tough and reten- 
tive of wet as to render plbughing objeftionable. They 
alio complain of a fcardty of horfes, but above all they 
affign, as a peculiar inducement, th6 abundance of crop 
yielded by the loy-culture, compared to that of the 
plough. In fbme of the more level parts ploughing is 
in practice, and in Ibme others they unite both, firfl: 
ploughing, and then mincing and drefling with the loy. 

The foil being in general of the ftiff argillaceous kind, 
wherever it is fo, ^e potatoes are planted by dibbling 
Vitfe the Jleeveen. In a f?w places they plant by 
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fpreading the cuts on the dung or green turf, and then 
digging up the furrows. 

And in ftill fome fewer places fiear the fea, where the 
foil 18 light and friable, they plant tlie potatoes by dril- 
ling with a onc-horfe plough, particularly in ftubble 
and old potatoe ground. 

From the middle of April to the middle of JMay is 
the common time of planting potatoes, and very little 
earlier that of fowing oats ; as the coldnefs, the 
clamminefs, and w«t of the fcal require the vegetative 
infpiration of heat to be produftive. 

The manner of preparing the foil for oats is cenfur- 
ablc,'particularly when/eldom it is ploughed; but even, 
when prepared with the loy, it is feldom fufficiently 
worked or minced i for, after fowing the feed and har- 
rowing, which the poor people here often do by trail- 
ing green bufties along the ridges, whole banks of 
thofe ridges remain unbroken, and the vegetation ap- 
pears, as if the ground had been drilled, or the feed 
dibbled in irregular ranges. 



Extent ofitf and of each /pedes ^ grain fo^ed. 



The extent of agriculture in the county of Leitrim Is 
very limited, either in potatoes or grain, except what is 
done by one gentleman, Mr. Irwin of Drimfilla, who 
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has annually about ten acres of potatoe tillage, with the 
ufual fucceffion of other crops. He very much to his 
honour, after paying three pounds for manuring with 
lime every acre of his rufliy, heavy, wet, vitriolic gut- 
ter, fupports a large family vfery decently on the fruits 
of his profits and induftry. I fay, except what is done 
by this gentleman, very little more, than what is intend- 
ed for home confumption, is ever cultivated. And as 
to the different Ipecies of grain, they are as limited in 
variety as in quantity. The only variety of grain, ex* 
cept oats, of which there is generally abundance for 
home confumption, extends to a little barley, left 
rye, and ftill a lefler quantity of wheat, and thofe 
only in a few demefnes of a few refiding gentlemen, 
or a few pet fields of very few farmers, and there- 
fore are difentitled to any notice in general calcula* 
lion. 



Courfe of crops* 



Potatoes are the firfl two crops, then flax one crop ; 
to the flax fucceed oats for one, two, three, or more 
years, according to the goodnefs and permanence of 
the foil and manure* 
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I am forry to obferve, that in ibme fouthern parts^ 
and thofe chiefly in the pariihes of Mobiil and Cloone^ 
where a great deal of the fdl i^ a light hungry till^ they 
get but one crop of potatoes> one of flax» and one of 
oats \ but when they fow a fecond crop of oatSj it is 
well worth the reaping. 

The poor tenants, who are ftinted in lea or grazing 
ground, after having the ufual rotation of potatoes, 
flax, and oats, put their little manure on the fame ex- 
haufted fields, which repay them with«the courfe and 
abundance of crops they had before : and fo went on 
this return and renovation as long as fome grey heads, 
^yho afTured me of it, remembered. 

In fome places a crop of oats fucceeds the pota- 
toes, where the foil is apprehended to be too rich for 
flax. 

As little remains to be faid of the courfe of any 
other cfopy except thofe already mentioned, as there 
was to be noticed of the extent and variety, in which 
they arc cultivated. 



Ufe of oxen^ how harnejfed. 



Oxen are ufed only by two gentlemen in all this 
county ; they are ufed in every fpecies of work like 
horfesi Mr. Irwin's bullocks are harnefTed with wooden 
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yokes fo rounded as not to injure thenij but in other 
refpeAs like horfes. Major Dickfon's oxen are worked 
and harnefled like horfes ; his are bought for about 
four pounds each, worked eight or nine years^ after 
which time and long fcrvices they fell fat at ^.25 each. 
Horfes, to be able to work in winter, muft be fed with- 
hjay and oats^ and after becoming ag^d get every day 
lefs valuable. The bullocks require no oats, work as 
well, and continue to improve till fold at fiiL times the 
fum they were bought at. Hence it is clear, the ufc 
of them defer ves encouragement, and every preference 
to horfes for the purpofe of flow work. 



Nature and ufe of implements of hujbandry<» 



Plough, loy, (hovel, fpade, grape, pitchfork, flanc, 
harrow, rake, fork, and fteeveen, ai:e the ufual im- 
plements in ufe here among the inhabitants. 
The plough is the common Irifli one, drawn by one, 
two, three, "ot four horfes, as the^^veight or depth of the 
foil requires. The loy is a fort of fpade of uncommon 
fhape, having room only for the right foot to work on, 
about four inches broad at the lower end, tapering to 
a breadth of five or fix inches to where the foot comes 
on, which is a diftance of about eighteen inches from 
the lower extremity, with a handle about five feet long. 

The 
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The part of it, called the handle or haft> is fafliioned 
from folid wood, which flips into an iron (bcket edged 
and fitted to the tunber in a ftrong and permanent, 
though fimple manner^ 

This fort of machine is admirably well adapted to the 
weight and tenacity of the foU. A broad fliort fpade, 
puflied into this ponderous gluey ftufF, muft remain there, 
as if in a locked vice, whereas this Harrow one fits tor 
its own breadth a portable weight, and the long han- 
dle anfwering as a lever^ and the back (where the foot 
comes on, fupported by the outfide of the foot) as 2^ 
fulcrum in the operation of digging, very much faci- 
litates the labour. 

Shovel is the fame as ufed in Dublin, and throughout 
the kingdom. 

Spade ufed in the gardens, the fame as every where. 

Grape is a three pronged fork with a handle, which 
is ufed for gathering, filling, and fpreading dung. 

Pitchfork a two-pronged fork, fuch as thofc in other 
parts, ' for pitching and working at hay,, and other 
ufesr 

Slaney the two-fided fpade ufed in cutting turf. . 

Harrow, rake, fork, are the feme as thofe ufed in 
England, and in other, parts of Ireland; the harrow, 
it muft be faid, is of an inferior quafity. 

But the Steeveen, I believe, is rather unique in its form, 
and a mere denizen of Leitrim, which, like the loy, ne* 
ceffity fuggeftcd to the invention of the kibabitants. 

They 
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They could not but eafily obferve, that in thofe ftiff 
grounds the tender fhoots of a potatoe could not as ' 
freely vegetate^ as through a hole niade for them and 
filled with broken friable mould ; they therefore in- 
vented, and ufe this implement for dibbling the potatoe 
cuts. It is made of a pole about four feet long, and 
three inches in diameter, within about nine inches of 
the lower extremity, which tapers to a point ; a relling 
and working place is fixed for the foot, to prefe thcx 
fteeveen into the potatoe-ridge. Into a hole thus tazdc 
the potatoe-cut is let fall, then the mould, and fo work 
away. 



Marlets for grain. 



It has been already obferved, how little more grain 
is here grown, than what is intended and neceffary for 
home confumption. It neceflarily follows, how few 
the markets muft be to dilpofe of the cafual furplus of 
this confumption* 

Mr. Irwin the chief dealer in that article fends, I have 
heard, the greateft part of his grain and potatoes into 
the county of Cavan, on the border of which he re- 
fides. Carrick-on-Shannon is the chief grain and pro- 
Tifion market, it being the chief garrifon town, but it 
is moftly fiippBed from Rofcommon county, on which 

it 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 STATISTICAL SURVEY 

it borders. The only other towns, where any quandty 
worth mentioning is bought or fold, are Mohill^ Carri- 
gallen, Ballinamore^ and Manorhamilton, 

Ufi of green foqd in Winter t 

Npne ufed. And this is the more to be regretted, 
as experience has long fince proved, in many parts of 
the continent, the Taft benefits arifing from feeding 
cattle in the houfe. And eve^i in England, from the Re- 
port of the Weft Ridmg of Yorkfture it appears, that a 
field of four acres fed ten cows the fummer half-year, 
the fame field, having been cut four or five dmes« 
The urine of the cows was preferved in refervoirs, and 
carried to the field, which was befides drefled with 
manure in winter. 
I The winter feeding, which by degrees, it is to be hop^ 
cd, will make its progrefs into this county, would prov© 
highly ufeful ; confidering, according to Doflor Ander- 
fpn> the prodigious quantity of maaure produced bj 
houfe-feeding. 

Pajlure^ 

'Mature of it muft be as various as the foil, lurface, 
:^n(J outward cpmplexion of the coyntryi in the different; 
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accounts of them appeared to be various. In many of 
tjiofe parts, already defcribecl as of a quality fuperior to 
the reft, the graffes and herbage are peculiarly delid'- 
Dus. Mr. Gilbert Roycroft, and a few others, produce 
beef and mutton as fat and nice-flavored as any vtrherc 
to be met with ; and coarfe and wet-looking as the 
worft parts of the county appear, the common confent 
is, that the pafturage is very productive of excellent 
milk and butter. 



JSreed of Cattle^ honv fat irfiptoiied^ 



That particukt breeds of cattle are peculiar to par- 
ticular countries is certain. I myfelf remember to have 
leen in Hungary, which is a remarkable grazing coun- 
try, and driven from it into others, whole herds of 
oxen> between whom or any t^^o of whom I ftiould 
hardly be able to difcriminate in large rawboned, crofs- 
made uglinefs, and exaft identity of colour, being all. 
that of a dun moufe. I am fpeaking of about us here 
in Europe ; for, if we travel into the eaft or weft conti- 
nents, or high northern or fouthcrn latitudes, difpari- 
ties will * appear in the fame genera and fpecies of all 
the animals common to thofe countries, much wider 
than I firft thought of, to prove my aflertion. I have 
known a farm, called Kilnagarn, in this county, to turiv 
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any of the cow kind fed on it for three ycarsto a dun 
<»lour. Tha( a peculiar breed of cattle were the ori- 
^nal natives of this county a&d ifland, is demonftrable 
from thofe analogies^ and from fads ; and that that 
hr^ti was, till its late admixture by the introduftion of 
Englifli cattle, of very high antiquity is equaHy certain, 
imd this is a good reafon fc^* admitting the poornefs, in 
fize and in fliape, of the Iriih breed, when firfl reffeOi-* 
ed by the Englifh blood. For all nature, the animal, 
Vegetable, and perhaps mineral worlds dwindle into de- 
generacy, unlefs relieved by what is vulgarly called a 
crofs. The fame fe^d repeatedly fowed in the fame 
field, manure it ever fo highly, decays. The herbs 
and grafles not decaying by a long lapfe of years in the 
fame field> is no argument againft, but a confirmation 
of my propofition ; for their qoiinubial and ptomifcous 
/ interccfurfe invigorates them, and diverfifies infomuch, 
that not only the fame clafs, order, or genus, but the 
fame individoal fubdivifional variety, by this fexual com- 
merce, will reproduce thoufands of other varieties not 
inferior to their anceflors in flze, bloom, and beauty. 
. Trees and fhrubs, originally the iame, vary in fizef 
figure, and fruit, according to the dif&rent fdls and 
climate they live in, and are reanimated, reproduced, 
and produftivc of new varieties, by parting the roots, 
inoculating, grafting, &c. which is evidently nothing 
elfe th^n a fpecies of that crofs fo refrefliing, and fo 
improving to nature, which croft, fuppofiog it always 
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of ibe beft kind, is perfecUy immaterial, whether it 
had been ftlefted from and within the fame breed or 
family, or from any other, particularly if of a fuperior 
kind, or even equally good^ 

Hence it follows, that a fmall degenerate breed for 
want of a croft peculiar to Ireland, to take Leitrim alone 
under particular confideration, both from its fmallnefs, 
variety of foil, and of courfe variety of cattle, would . 
be impofliblet 



How far impr9ved^ 



Very far indeed; by the introduftion of Engliflx cat^ 
jtle for many years into Ireland, the breed is ib far im^ 
proved, as to emulate thole of England* 

The Board of agriculture admits, that no breed pf. 
England, horfes, cows, or fhecp, are fo " early ripe and 
« valuabk, or perhaps fo beautiful as when mixed with^ 
<< thofe of France, Spain, Arabia, and the Indies." AIL 
the knowledge and experience of America in that line 
admit the benefit of croiSng, and the fame acknow- 
ledgment may fully and fairly be made by Ireland, of 
the vaft improvement received by the mixture of Eng-n: 
liih cattle. 

I have feen in England fome of their fineft cattle \ I 

have ^fo feen their models of improved breeds as exen 
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cutcd by Mr. Garrard for the Board of agriculture. 
And neither in their ftill nor animated life have I feen 
any thing to exceed, for fize and beauty of all the 
points, the cattle of gentlemen and farmers of this 
country, who make breeding and feeding their care. 

Smallnefs of bone does not feem to be fo general a 
favourite here as in England ; and ,why a fheep or ox 
carrying a double quantity of meat (hould not be ap- 
proved, fbr having a double proportion of bone to carry 
it, very many perfons, extenfive and experienced in 
that line, with whom \ have convcrfed, are aftonifhed* 



How far capable of further improvement^ 



That there is a ne plus ultra in the capability of im- 
provement, we muft conceive. This we certainly have 
not hitherto arrived at j I have endeavoured to analyze 
the grand principle, on which this improvement de- 
pends ; to wit, croffing and mixing of breeds and mak- 
ing the beft feleftion, whether in or out of the fame fa^ * 
mily ; and the beft means of efFefting this amongft the 
poor, is, the landlords procuring good bulls for their 
tenantry, and enabling them, as much as poi&ble, to feed 
them and their get well, and alfo, to effeft that, gra* 
dually, to introduce and encourage the rearing of arti- 
ficial graffes and houfe-feeding^ 

- A c^rtaint 
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A certain gentletnan of confiderable experience io^ 
breeding, and whom I highly rcfpeft, has been fb ^/f- 
f angled by Mr. Bakcwell's doftrine of breeding withia 
the fame family, felefting always from the beft, that he 
told me, if I publiflied my opinion, he would publicly 
write againft it ; if he does, it will, I am fure, be with 
the difpaffionate manners of a gentleman, and a candid 
and fair difcuffion of the fubjeft. 

For my part I acknowledge, I am not much attached 
to any particular opinion on the fubjcft,^ and am only 
led by fuch arguments and obfervations, as hitherta 
feem to me to be the moft conclufive. 

This gentleman wifhed, I fhould erafe every word I 
had written on this fubjeft, and adopt and write his 
opinion as my own. That fpr the prefent I muft beg 
leave to decline, but fhall not deprive the public of aa 
idea and a practice, which he values fo highly, and 
fli^l therefore give hia defcription of both in his own, 
words, and leave the public at full option to decide for 
ihemfelv^s. Th^y are ^s follows : 

« It is generally believed, that the original breed of 
i^attle^ peculiar to this county and to Ireland in general, 
were black cattle, fimilar to thofe of the county of 
Kerry and North Wales. Few of them unmixed are 
fp^und in this diftrift 5 they have been altered by the 
admixture of bulls, fron^ England of various btc^dsj| 
and their defendants, without any judicious feleftion, 
^d very fe\ir gopd cattle ai[e any where to be fcen. 
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The mode of 'unprovcoMot, feconmeiided by the nloft 
fidlfiil breeders in Englandj is applicable to this coun- 
try, viz. a feledHoQ of males and females of the fame 
breed poflefllng the moft valuable t]uaUties, from whoie 
offspring the beft are again to be chofen and bred in 
and in with the beft of the fame breed, but not crofled 
-with a different breed, which is reckoned to mongre^ 
lize ind produce degeneracy." 

One, and only one word more on this {ubjeA ^ it is 
only to obferve, that a feleAion out of the iame breed 
feems to have been deHgned by nature, from the ori« 
ginal laws and intercouffe of the animal and vegetable 
creation. And if even now a feleAion from the belt 
of the fame breed only was to produce good young, th^ 
benefit of good cattle muft remain exclufively to the 
Tich» and even among them to the few amateurs of in 
and inftkRion. I alfo feel impelled to mention, what \ 
ap informed of, that fome of the moft celebrated 
breeders of England feleft promifcuoufly the beft of 
any f^ily out or in for breeding. And the nobl^ and 
beautiful herds of oxen and fheep, to be fe^n in the 
counties of Meath, Weftmeath, Rofcommon, &c. 
though having bone in proportion to their weight, and 
bred with no nice feleAion out and out^ prove, that Ire« 
land is the land of beef and mutton, a$ well as of 
potatoes* 



Markt^ 
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Markets or fairs for them* 

In the annexed lift of fairs, thofe of Lcitrim, Car- 
rick, Mohill, Cloon, Ruflcy, Dromot, Dromahare, Ma- 
porhamilton, and Lurganboy are the principal ones for 
snilch cows, dry and young' cattle in fummer, and for 
&t and other cattle in the end of autumn and winter. 



General prices. 

Dry cows are bought at from four to ten guineas, 
and fold at an encreafe of price, fo that the feeder will 
have from two to three guineas for the grafs. Indeed, 
they feldom arrive at fo high a price as ten. The 
milch cows from five to ten guineas, fometimes mor^ 
and feldom fo much. Heifer and bullock year^old 
calves fell from thirty {hillings tQ three or four pounds, 
feldom fo much; two year-olds from three to fix 
pounds, and fo on, according to their age and good* 
nefs. 

Modis of feeding. 

By grafs in fummet, h^y and ftraw in winter. 

How 
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Jtiow fai^ houfed in ivinief,. 



In general houfed froth about the middle of ficccm* 
ber till May ; but many, who are a little in the grazing 
lincy do not houie thdr two^ three, or fottr year old 
cattle^ and the ftrbng vitriolic^ almoft perennial^ ruflie^ 
and gr^afs are admirably well calculated for this pur* 
pofe. Thofe cattle, unlefs in very fevere weather, 
seither require nor get either hay or flraw* 



Natural graj/es. 

Vary iccordiilg to the ibiL The moors, bogs, and 
mountains, befide being covered with heath, mofs, wa- 
tcrflag, prickly bogrufli, commoft clubrufh, bullrurii, 
&c. are feen to grow cotton-grafi> moor-grafs, fmall 
matweed or mat-grafs, grey, turfy, filvery leaved and 
heath hair-grafles, earthy hair-grafs, water hair-grafs, 
hard and fheep's fefcue grades, and many others of the 
moor and aquatic kinds. The tiUy, gravelly, and coarfe 
foils grow moft of the panicrgrafTcst meadow and dar- 
nel grades, fome of the feicue grafTes, many of the 
bent bromei and in the improved fields fome of the 
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oat, barley, and wheat graffcs. But in the grounds of 
fupcrior quality arp to be met, lefidc a rich profufioit 
of all the trefoils, clovers, vetches, daifies, and almoft 
, all the herbs valued for the brute creation, the moft 
cfteemed grafles for pafturage and meadow. The- 
fweet-fcented fprtng grafs, the meadow, foft creeping, 
and fweet-fcented grafles, enrich and perfume the fields. 
Here are the meadow, foxtail, and tall oat-graflcs 
without awns, yellow and foft ditto, the fmooth and 
hairy-ftalked brome grafles, flote, darnel, and meadow 
fefcue grafles, the beft of the darnel and melic grafles, 
f ough-ftalk^d, wood and great meadow-^afies, with 
many others too tedious to enumerate here, as I am 
furc a general dcfcrip&m was looked for rather than a 
fyftematic aad minute account. 

Arttjicial graffes., 

None, except perhaps the promifcuous produce of 
the hayloft thrown along with fome grain into a field, 
und that fame only by two or thre<; gentlemen. 

Mode of haymakings 

The hay is fliaken with the hands from the fwarth^ 
then turned with a fork, then fometimes on the firft, 

Gs oftca 
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often on the fecond day, made into very fmall lapcocks; 
the third day it is fhaken out, turned once or twice, 
and made into large cocks, and on the fifth or fixth 
day into meadow or tramp-cocks. However, this is 
not all fometimes without interruption, and of courfr 
exception, according as the weather anfwcr&p 



DairUsy their produce^ 

No dairies at all in this county, unlefs we call by 
that name a few little milk-ihops in Carrick-on-Shan- 
non, and fome of the other towns. Their produce muft 
therefore be uunoticeable, though coflfiderable quan- 
tities of butter are fold by the petty l^ndhqldersj, who 
don't eat it themfelves. 



Prices of hideSf tallow^ wool, and quantities fold. 

Hides fell from 2d. to $d. per pound ; the quantity 
fold yearly, is about 4,886 hides, kips, runners, and 
calfskins j about 3,320 of thofe beef hides ; tallow fell* 
from 3/. to 5/. 2d. per ftone ; the quantity fold yearly, 
about 7000 ftone. The average price of wool is 1 7/. 
per ftone, and quantity fold annually about 12 packs. 



Farms 
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Farms. 

Their fize, in general, very fmall — and be they ever 
fo fmall, almoft always in common, among a number 
of tenantry \ from twenty to forty and fifty acres is 
the common fize, not including bog and mountain, of 
which confiderable tra£ls often belong to thofe fmall 
farms. This account, however, dont refer to the few 
grazing and fattening farms, which are more extenfive. 
Some few of the landlords begin to fubdivide the farms, 
and deal them out in feparate portions to the tenants, a 
praftice, which always proves highly beneficial to the 
lord and tenant. 

Farm-houfes and Offices 

Mull and do bear a proportion to the above defcription 
of the farms themfelves ; they are long and narrow, 
and but too often agree with an ancient, and perhaps, 
not inaccurate account, written in verfe, and called, 
Wejlern I/le, or Gillo's Feajl. In defcribing GUlo's 
houfe, it was faid, 

" At one of th* ends he kept his cows, 
'f At th^ other end he kept his fpoufe ; 
^* On bed of ftraw, without lead: grumble, 
*^ Nay, with delight, did often tumble ; 

** Without 
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•* Without partition, or a flcrcco, 
" Or fpreading curtain, drawn between, 
" Without concern, expofed they layt 
** Becaufe it was their country's way 5 
** And, when occafion did require, 
' *< In midft of houfe a mighty fire, 
<' Of black dried earth, and fwingiog blocks, 
** Was made, enough to roaft an ox, 
'* Frotn whence arofe fuch clouds of fmoak, 
*' As either you or me would choak ; 
** But when the (corching fire burn'd clear, 
** The rolling fmoke did difappean— — &c. &c. 

In faft, this account is too often, to this day, not 
nndefcriptiye of many of the poor cabins — but truth 
alio requires to declare, that thofe hovels are getting 
fewer by degrees ; chimneys, partition^, and feparatc 
cow-houfes, Ibnaetimes ornanient the little dwelling, 
and this cow-houfe, and fpmetimes a bit of a barn, form 
the whole extent of the offices* 

It was, I believe, in the reign of Bang Charles \hc 
Second, that an a£)r of parliament paiTed in England, 
prohibiting, in the ftrifteft manner,, the building of any 
more wooden houfes in that country ; they were never 
fo great a nuifance, as the peftilential finks of filtbf 
which, to this day, pafs for human habitations in this 
country; they contaminate the a?r, and deftroy the 
health of all, who are doomed to fuch a refidencc — 
they pofitively demand more loudly, and more ferioufly, 
the interference of the Itgiflature, for alteration and 

improvement. 
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improvent, than ever did all the danger attending King 
Charles's wooden houfcs; for death is at once a coup 
de grace to the viftims of conflagration, while the me- 
phitis of filth, flowly and infenfibly infufing its pdfon, 
induces a torpor, a feemingly natural indolence, a con- 
fequent idleness, and mifery, until, at length, the rank- 
ling gas has fubdued the nerves, and terminated life, in 
a putrid diflblution, fpreading far and wide, in its aerial 
diiFufion, peftilence and death, and entailing on the 
remnant furvivors of its devallation, ficknefs, idlenefs, 
and famine. 

Mode of repairing them^ 'mhether by Landlord or Tenant. 

The repairs are always by the landlord, never by 
the tenant.* 

Nature cf Tenures, 

Here, as throughout the kingdom, fee-fimple free- 
hold, copyhold, and leafes for lives, or years. 

General State of Leafes* 

Leafes arc generally made for tl^ree lives, or thirty- ' 
one years \ very few for any longer time, and fome- 
timcs but for one life, often not the beft, nor the 
youngeft. 

* This is very unufual in Ireland. 

Particular 
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Piarticuldf^ claufes therein^ 

Generally exclude fetting, felling, or alienation of anjr 
idnd, without the leflbr's confent. The tenants arc 
fometimcs,' but feldom, obliged by a particular clatife, 
to fand, gravel, or otherwife manure, a certain portion , 
of their tetiure, on condition of proportionate allow- 
ance in the rent — there are no other particular claufes 
in any currency* 

' j^ents and Takes paid hjf Tenant si 

The light, hungry, foxy, tilly grounds, defcribcd 
in fomc of the fouthern parts, pay from ten to fifteett 
/hillings pel" acre 5 many farms in thofe parts have ne- 
ver been furveyed, and pay fmall bulk rents. 

In the middle and lower parts, where the grounds are 
coarfe and riifhy, with a thin ftratiim of alumiiious 
gravelly furface, from 1 5/. to 2ox. per acre is the coni- 
mon rent. In other parts, according to the goodnefs 
of the foil, the rent rifes to thirty, and towards 40J', 
per acre, about the to'O^rns ftill higher. 

Qgit and crown rents are generally paid by the land- 
Iprds. The contingent county, or grand jury ceffes, 
are, in general, 34^. per acre 5 on account of the ex- 
pences of a new jail, which is now in the progrefs of 

building. 
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building, they amounted laft y^ar id 'jd.y and this year 
\o 9^, per acrc^ 

Proportion of working Horfes or Bulloch to the Jize of 
Farms, 

No bullocks, as mentioned, worked,^ except by two 
gentlemen, and the proportion of horfes is impoffible 
to afcertain with any degree of exaftnefs, on acgounj 
of the mixed co-partnerftiip, in which the tenants hold , 
their farms, fome of whom are too poor to keep one 
horfe. The man, who holds a proportion of the farm, 
fufficient to fupport four or five head of cattle, large 
and fmall, moft commonly in the latter end of autumn, 
or m winter, purchafes a year or two year old colt or 
filly, which he fells out in the courfe of the enfuing 
fummer, at fome profit, after having the fpring work, 
to wit, harrowing and bafkettii^g out his manure. — r 
Stronger or older horfes they feldom have, or require, 
as I dont know many farms, which, even in conjunc- 
tion, keep a plough, that work being done by the lojc 
(or fpade). 

(general fize of Fields or. Enclofures^ 

Depends on the extent of the farm, and number of 
co-partners ; and, as the fize of no two farms in the 
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cotmty moft probably is the fame, the fields and en- 
dofures muft be difFercnt in extent. As to any fuch 
rcgnlai* divifion of fields or cnclofures, as we fee about 
Dublin, and in England, no fnch thing is to be met 
with, in the county of Leitrim — for even thofe, who 
have a great deal of good lands for grazing, negleft 
this moft laudable praftice of dividing, and enclofingi 
Jrnd it is only in a few demefnes, of a few gentlemeoi 
that any thing of the fort is to be feen. 

Nature of Fences^ 

The fences arc in general a drain from four to fix 
feet wide, and raifed or backed at one fide with claQh> 
my plaftic aluminous earth, to a height of three or four 
feet. This fort of ditch, as it foon hardens almoft intp 
brick, becomes ftrong, and anfwers a}l their purpofea 
of fencing, except where there are fiieep $ in which 
cafe, they top the ditches with a layer of ibds, and 
under each fod place a fmaU tuft of fom<? brufli, or 
underwood, fuch as Jiaw-thorn, black-thorn, or bram- 
ble, and thus, for the feafon, guard againll the invafion 
even of the fheep. The ftone walls are fp few, and 
thofe only about a few gentlemen's houfes, as to ex- 
clude them from notice. In the front of the ditch jufl 
defcribed, ibme lay young hawthorn plaats in the dig- 
' ging of if, which in a few y^ars prove a very good 
f^nce. 

Modi 
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Mode of Hedge^rovjs and iseeping Hedges. 

The common mode of hedge-rows has been juft de- 
fcribed under the head of fences. In building up the 
itches, they lay in front of it, witMn about three feet 
of the top, a fingle row of ypung hawthorn plants, 
which, as the ditch commonly fills with water, and that 
from above they are out of the reach of the cattle, . 
generally thrive very well, a^d in the (buthern parts 
of the county, where they arc chiefly to be feen, are 
extremely ufeful to the hulbandman, as they remain a 
perpetual fence, a (belter for cattle, and very much or- 
nament the face of the country, 
^ But the few rich farmers and gentlemen bpild ftrong 
double-faced ditches, with double rows, at each fide, 
of hawthorn and crab*tree, and interfp^ried with afh, 
elm, beech, and other foreft trees, and fometimes a 
row of fome of the latter on the top of the ditch. Thofe 
ditches always preferve themfelves, and the plants 
from cattle, as they are wide andjlcep, and moil com- 
monly filled with water. 

Mode of Draining. 

. In the county of Leitrim, little indeed can be faid of 
tfhat l>rai>gh of hulbandry, juft as little,^ as the know- 

H ledg^ 
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ledge and praftice of it ought to be univerfal, as pro- 
duftive of immenfe fcopes of verdant and dry fields, 
in lieu of black mountains and quagmires^ and that at 
a very trifling expence, as fhall appear under the head 
of improvement of bogs, &c. 

Ancient Rome, and ancient England, nothwithftand- 
ing Mr. Prefton*s aflferdons, knew the benefit aftd prac- 
tice of furface and hollow draining, as alfo did France 
and Italy 5 and the county of Lekrim moft probably 
may date, from very early periods, all th€ knowledge, , 
or pi^aftice they at this day pofleft of draining. It ex- 
tends fimply to the removal of the rain-water, which is . 
retained on the furface of their ftiff tenacious f^il, and- 
mffer and more tenacious underftrata ^ this they etkSk^ 
by rounding the ridges, whether of potatoes, or corn,{ 
fo as to give a fall to the water into the furrows, which 
they take care to keep clear, for the water to run ^ 
through, and to cut bther open furface drains, fomt* 
times at top, fometimes at bott<^i, or fometimes throng : 
the middle, or other parts of the jSeld, where the water 
may find tht eafieft defcent or e&ap^ ; ^nd thispraftice^ > 
I find, accords with that of Su'f&K, Surry, and many 
other parts of England, where the &&$ ^rf of a fimiiar. 
nature. 

It would be impoffible> ^viAin the compafs of fuch a 
little traft as this, fatisfaftorily to defcribe the new dif^ 
coveri^s ^nd ipiprovemenfts, in thf drainingj of .every 
fprt of land, part;ic«larly ]?iy Mr, Elkiij^^toa — i^or wpulc^ 
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it fcrve ady nfefol endi ta iacreafb repetitloa on repeti* . 
tion^ and volume over vblume. EUungton himfelf| 
Johnftoh, aiid others, are as o|)eato the, public to read, 
as the defcnptioii of the cdimtj Leitrim v411 b^. It is 
not merely for thofe, who cah purchafebooks, the Dub- 
lin Sodeiy are making thofe compUadcms ; it is chiefljf^ 
I have no doubt, for the lower orders of the people, 
among whom, it is to be prefumed, ioteHigtble eafy pan- 
ders will be diiperfed, coUefled and arranged in a fatfii* 
liar manner, and compofed of all that is fubftaatial and 
ufeful to the hu(bandmto. 

However^ as Mr.EUddgtoii has acquired Juch well- 
merited celebrity m bb tine, I (hall beg Itove to enume- 
rite the thrce^ principled, bn which he fqetids Ws theory 
and praftkie. 

JFV^?, upon finding otit Oxr .thay-^ngi or c^ufe pf 
the xmichlt^ without which, nothing effectual can be 
done. Secondfy^ up^n. tajdng the level of that ipring, 
and afcertainitig its fi^^rraneous beatings. Ajid, thirdly^ 
by foakii^ nfe of the augre, to reach or tap the fpring^ 
when thfe depth of the drdn is, not fufBcient for that'* 
porpofe. It (hottld, however, not be forgotten, that 
upwards of thirty years ago, {bd or pipe^dr^ing was 
known and pra£tiftd in the county of Leitrim, by a few 
individual gentlemen. It was introduced by the late 
Mr. Tenifiwif, who alfo introduced among his own 
tenantry andothcrs^ and thereby enriched them, the 
ptaflice of liming and fanding. His mempry claims 
. . ' HZ every 
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every tribute due to the truly benevolent and wortHy 
snanj in all the bearings of the words. 

As this fod or pipe-draming is the funpleft, and the 
cheapeft> as it excludes the idea of filling \rith either 
itone, Araw^ wood, or fhibble ^ and as, in a country, 
where there is little danger of their being choaked, or 
Ipoiled by heavy cartage, or ploughmg, thofe dnuns 
wiU, I am pretty certain, remain as durable and ufeful 
ai^ the more expenfive ones, they therefore claim here a 
particular defcription. 

The method of executing fod or pipc-dr^ns is, by 
digging a trench, of a certain width and depth, an4 then, 
by taldng out the laft fplt with the narrow draming 
Ipade, a ihoulder is left on each fide, upon wluch a fod 
of turf, dug in grafs-land, is laid, grafs-fide dowti- 
wards, and the mould thrown in over it. 

The method and tools for executing thofo drains, 
have been well defcribed by T. B. Bayley, Efq. in the 

4 

valuable georgical effays, publiflied by Dr. Hunter 
of York. In Lancafliire, nearly in the fame manner, 
bj leaving fiioulders to the drdns, about a foot and a 
half from the bottom, and laying over thefo crofs pieces 
of dried peat, or turf, ftveral extenfive bogs have been 
drained j the praftice having been lately introduced^ 
their durability cannot be afccrtained in fuch wet foils. 

Mr. Keon, of Eeonbrook, has, to my own knowledge, 
by means of pipe, or fod-draining, reclaimed fotoe ex- 
tenfive fields, which were fo four, rufhy, pouchy, and^ 

wet. 
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Vf^, as to be quite a nuifance; and converted them 
into beautiful grafly plains, which, for many ytavs, 
have remjuned perfeftly dry. 

Mr. Percy, of Paradife, has reclaimed a very exten- 
five, and fine demefne, by hollow (but I think he told 
me) filled draining — and this demefne was of the four- 
eft, rufliieft, and worft of qualities. 

As the knowledge and utility of draining cannot be 
too often repeated and inculcated, I muft add a very 
few Mnts relative to fuch Ipedes, as feems moft adapt- 
ed to the fdl of Leitrim. 

It Ihall be only bnefly to obferve, that though, in 
general, the very uppermoft ftratum is of a retentive^ 
impervious nature, for which their own common prac- 
tice of open furface-draining can be of any ufe, yet, 
to this general nature of the foil there are e?:ceptions, 
as fome are,' at the very fur f^e, porous, pj?rvious,,andab« 
Iprbent of rain,fometimes to a confiderabie depth ^ fomc- 
timeseven the underftratumis chiefly compofed of rock, 
abforbent marles, fand, gravel, or fome other pervious 
ftratum. Sometimes the next underft^atum is clay, 
gravel cemented with clay^ or fome other tenacious 
impenetrable bed. 

The whole fecret then lies in cutting the drain down 
through this impenetrable bed, which retains the wet, 
and by oozing, qr othcrwife, throws or retains it on 
the forface. 

Great 
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Great care Ihould be taken to direft thofe dndns^ 
ati oblique manher, to giv^ juft ftiifident fall to caf ry 
off the water in a gentle current, by wHich meansi they 
are left apt to choak, or bhtv up. 

In the wefl'ern cbonties of England, where the wet- 
nels proceedis chiefly from rain, and the fields are ncai'Iy 
levely they mark the drains regularly at a rod (i6| feet) 
a rod and a half, or two rods afunder, acrois.the land, 
from ditch to ditch. 

It Is a general rule, not to conduft too many drains 
to the fame mouth, or outlet, left a burfl, or blow up^ 
ahd> oi courle, a general derangement be the confe- 
quence. * 

The dispth is iraribus, accordlhg to the natute df the 
foil, add nlany other circumftances* Many yedr^ ago, 
three feet w^as the comtodn depth in moft Ms; butfbf^ 
the lafi it^v^hty years, it has feidom exceeded tWrty, or 
thirty-tWd iiichfes. The deeper they are cut in peHtoiis 
fSiis, the more the^ will operate in removing the indt 
ture ; but, where the fpade reaches an impervious fcS^ 
it is enough : a kvf inches, however, hito this impervi- 
ous bed will be a fafer and more permanent channel for 
the water. . , 

One rule Ihould be invariably obferved-^that isj that 
the depth fhould be fufHcient to guaird agdnfl the height 
of cattle, or catting, that might injure the pofition of 
the materials ufed in filling the drains, or the pipes, 
or fbds, if finUhed in that way. 

la 
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Iq all the modern drainings, the farmers cut them as 
Barrow as poffible, as a faving in the materials ufed for 
filling them, fuch as buflies, poles, fpray, or ftraw; 
but> if brick or ftones are ufed, this rule cannot be ad« 
hered to. Heath, black thorn, willow, alder, afp, or 
beec^l hpiJighs f green, are found very durable. 

As to the methods of furface-draining by flrong 
ploughs, I fay nothing about them, till we firft have 
the ploughs. 

Neither fliall I fay a word of the invention foj: drain- 
ing land in Eflcx, as defcribed in the Agricultural report 
of that county, as it requires both horfcs and machinery, 
which we have no profpefl: of for years to come. 

Thofe hints, which I have chiefly felefted from Mr. 
Johnfton, who collefted them, and many other ufeful 
obfervations, from communicatipns tranfmitted to the 
Board of agriculture, I have taken the liberty of intro- 
ducing here ; and which, though done in a detached 
inaccurate way, may, I hope, prove of fome ufe, if 
works of this kind fhall at all reach the poor, or be 
made intelligible to them. As to the prodigious bene- 
n^fits ariiing frqm draining, in general, it is impof&ble 
to fay enoiigh. • . 

Mr. Young, of Clare, fays, " I have a field, that 
uftd to b^ fo wet and poachy in the vrinter, as no^ to 
be able to bear the weight of a flieep. I land-dirained 
aod fallowed it, thep fowed it yri^ wheat, without 
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any manure, and had a crop equal to half the value of 
theland/' 

, Mr. Vancouver, in fpeaking of the improvenients in 
the county of EflTex, has the following remark on the 
importance of draining ; — « There is nolmprovement, 
to which the heavy land hufbandry of this county 
owes fo much, as to the fortunate introduftion, and con- 
tinuance, of the praftice of hollow-draining 5 the means 
of melioration, and the confequent fources of fertility 
thence derived from the foil, over and above what it 
formerly yielded, are not more important, and valua- 
ble in the prefent day, than permanent and precious, as 
they muft prove in their confequenccs hereafter, &c,^ 



feature of Manures^ 



The manures are here rich and abundant 5 as thq 
greateft part of the county is compofed of hills and 
vallies. There is, I venture to believe, fcarce a fingle 
valley, or flat, in the whole county, that does not teem 
with gravels of different kinds, limeftone gravels, or 
limeftone, marls of all colours and proportions of chalk, 
ar^U, and flint. This, however, is not without excep- 
tion — there arc two little diftrifts of the county, called 
Bally nagleragh and Glenfain, deftitute of limeftone j 
and it is pleafant to fee, that the whole county have 
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got into fo animateda fpirit of improving, and tnanuring, 
that thole diftrifts ferry. and cart the Umeftone, from 
three to four miles j and, after all the confequent ex- 
pence and trouble, have enriched themfelves, particu-* 
larly in Glenfain, by rtiofe induftrious exertions, and, 
the application of this manure, according as expcri- 
cnce has direfted them. It is, however, much to be 
lamented, that they have not hitherto known any thing 
of the method of working turf and lime into compofts, 
with or without the other fubftances, fo much recom- 
mended by the Agricultural reports, Society of Am- 
fterdam, Young, Hcadrik, &c. — nor is it poffible, 
within the limits of this little work (though ever fo 
condenfed) to comprize any thing like the particular 
direftions, neceflary for the application of particular 
manures to the different foils. Mr. Kirwan's ineftima- 
ble eflay on this fubjeft, particularly chap. 6th. which 
treats, ** Of the manures mojl advantageoujly applicable to 
the different foils ^ and of the- caufes of their beneficial effeSf 
in each infanceP cannot be too much recommended for 
brevity, clearnefs, and utility, riot only to the lettered, 
but the unlettered hulbandman 5 and it is for this rea^ 
fon, I fo much admire the fixth chapter, not that every 
word of the whole effay is not intitlcd to individual ad- 
miration. It is, again I muft repeat it, fome manual of 
this kind, both brief and intelli^ble, and difperfed 
among the people, that wjl do more fervice, than all 
the voluminous produftions of the Society. 

I Water 
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Watfr is by one gentleman (Counfeflor Johnfton, of 
Oakfidd) ufed as a manors, by jrrlgaticMi, or rather oc-* 
caSonal innndations ; it eliri<;hes his grounds^ whether 
for grazing, or tillage, to an incredible degree. 

TurfHxjbes are in the greateft ufe here, as a moft excel- 
lent manure — various are the opinions about it — Mr# 
Peadrick condemns it, and feys it reduces the firils it i& 
laid on to a cc^ut mortuum. In many parts of England, it 
is in the higheft efteem— an acre of bog has been ibJd^ 
near Newberry, for ;^.20o, to bure. In Leitrim, for 
the laft twenty years, experience has proved, every 
fpecies of a(hes, red, yellow, white, &c. a moft excel- 
lent mamare^ Here again, it is impoffiblc to (ketch om 
into the various kinds of fcnls, to which tiirtafees, pf 
its different kinds are applicable. 

Pitirid Watery of ftagnaftt pools, dStches, and Acep-. 
ing of flax, it is much to be regpettedj arc here tocaU; 
neglefted. 

Sweepings cf roads y dHcbes^ aM river njaeedfy are fixpe^ 
times collefted and ufed as manure ; but, if thefc wer<j 
mixed with earth and iitne, and fuiSbred to fernjiea^ 
they would prove of much greater value* 

Searweedff, Jhettsy and gravely ajce ufed with great ad^ 
vantage, in thie final}; part <£ tHe county, that joins th^ 
fea. 

^he neeejjbr^ ordure, we are toW, Is c^MMidered the 
ixtoft valuably of all manures Jn ChiQa^— and that thdr. 
laws prohibit the waAe Of \h Spm^ &w fift^d coaU 
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t(heitf> or freih flack^I Hai^> throMrd ddWti the necefla- 
rics, lirufM correft and prevent any offeafive rf^uvit, 
. asd iocreafe the ^uantity^ and value of the compoil. 
By this means alfoy its removal would be repfdercki 
perfeAly inoffeofive to the workmen. 

Stueepings of firats and ctutUa/beJU'—Thofe are proved 
to be a moft excdledt maftuce,. though the parifh oi 
Marybone, but a few years igo, paid to the (cavcn- 
gcrs ;f .500 a year for reoioTing them. But now the 
feavengers pay th^parifti j^. 1,050 per annum. Sot the 
U^rty (^carrying them away. 

Mi^9 andfeafiudge are here coUefted, a^d prove of 
. the npioft enriching quality as manures. 

Uriney of afl tinds^ unfortunately is here totally ne- 
.|B^e6:ed, although, with turf-earth, and other fub- 
ftacKies, it woukLfprm an enriching compoft. 

Dunghills.'-^ThaCt are here managed ifi the moft. un- 
economical, diforderly, deftruiftive manner. They arc 
either heaped up high, fb as to lofe their beft juices, 
or fcattered about almoft totally uncoUefted, while their 
rich brown fertilizing eflcnce rivulets away, or evapo- 
rates in the open air. 

Here it would be in vain to recommend all the nicety 
of brick refervoirs, fet in terras-mortar, &c. as fug- 
geued by Mr. Bayley, and addrefTed to the Agricultu- 
ral fociety of Manchefler, in i jg^. 

But any poor man could eafily dig one pit, for his 
dunghill, near the cow-houfe, and another condguoua 
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to it, ta. which there might be' a fall for the urine* of 
his horie and cows, and the druning of much water 
from the dunghill. This he could eafily beUeVe and 
learn, muft be a high improvement to hb dunghill, 
thrown every day with a ftiovcl on it^ and there cover- 
ed with a layer of turf-earth, or good foil ; and to fee 
this regularly done, is a duty which, without any ex- 
pence, might be impofcd on the conftables, and to have 
the dunghills placed, at leaft,. fixty yards from the 
cabins. 

Horfe and Cow-dung. — ^Though according to an apho- 
rifm of Mr. Karwan's, it <* is a proper ingredient in tbe^ ' 
appropriated manures of all forts of foils ^^^ as it fupplies^^the 
carbonaceous principle, it is here, as we have feen, moft 
lameiitably mifmanaged, fo as to require the interfer- 
ence of fome foftering benevolence to fet them right. 

Fallowing is not at all praftifed here. 

Of draining^ enough, has been faid already. Of par^ 
isng and turning under another head. 



GEKERAL ^SUBJECTS, 

Population^ 

Fortuna^te indeed, that, according to Smith on the 
Wealth of Nations, poverty and population are fynoni- 
mous. A half-ftaryed Highland woman (he fays) will 
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frequently bear twenty children, whUe a pampered fine 
lady is incapable of bearing one. Barrenfiefs, fo fre- 
quent among women of fafliion, is rarely heard of 
among the lower orders— luxury in the fair lex, while 
it cloys the paffion of enjoyment, ftems always to 
weaken, often to deftroy the powers of generation. 

But " poverty," he fays, " and extreme mifery and dit- ^ 
trefs in Scotland impede population," and as an extreme 
degree of cither luxury or mifery is generally unknowa 
in this county, and as our poor are tolerably paid la 
wages, which he looks upon as a great promoter of 
population } profperity, therefore, as far as it arlfes 
from population and a fitnefs for encreafing it, we may 
count as our own. 

The prodigious increafe of population, which ought, 
but from fome fatality does not at this day exift in Eu- 
rope, may eafily be conceived, upon recollefting the 
millions and myriads, which inoculation has added to 
our numbers ; and from the calculation pf Sir William 
Blackftone, who is ever ftri^ly accurate in all his afler- 
tions, every one muft have, in the tenth collateral de- 
gree, 262,144 relations — and at forty degrees upwards 
one million of millions of anceftors. 

As to the population of the county of Leitrim, I 
have been as accurate as poffible, having taken the 
number of the families in each parifh from the books 
of each individual parifh clergyman^ and'multiplied each 
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fftmily hjjfvf^ which gives a total number of inhabi- 
tMrts in the whole county of 76,<S3o. 



NumiiT ani^fai ^ Villages and Towm, 

The number of towns are nineteen — the moft confi- 
derable of them are Carrick-on-Shannon, CarrigaUen, 
MohUlf BalKnaxnorei and Manorhamilton^ Thofecoataia 
each ql>Qttt eighty hoiifes> large and finally moft of them 
truly very fmall. The fixbordinatc towns are Drom- 
fiiamho, Drumkerrint Georgia^ Newtowngore^ Lur- 
^anboy, &£^--^Tlxofe^ and fome others, contain frcwn 
fifteen to twenty houfes, and a few of the towns hav^ 
for inft^ce Bundrows, only two or three houfes. 

As to villages In this county, the houfes doa-'t at all 
clufter together v ^nd thou^ all &e tenantry are ip 
pD-.partner(bip» they build their houfes afunder^ on fe- 
, parate parts of the fame farm. I don't know a village 
in the county, but one, viz. Caftlefore, containing from 
.tWrty to forty houfes — it lies between BalUnamore an^ 
GaOicarrigan. 

HaMrrfhft, Fuel^ Fbod, and Chiding of the hwer ranh^-^ 
Tb^r general Cefi. 

The habltatioiia have been described under the bead 
^ farm-Koufes and offices. The coft .of thefe habita- 
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tions, as now built, together with a little barn and cow- 
houfe, will amount to from five to ten or twelve 
pounds. 

The fuel is turf, which* they have everywhere in 
convenient abundance. The coft for a fingle hearth 
they feldom calculate— it might amount to about three 
guineas. 

The general food is potatoes and oaten bread, with 
butter and eggs, with great feaftings of pork, beef, 
alld mutton at Chf iftmas and Eafter. The coft cannot 
otherwife be afcertained, than by knowmg, that a la- 
bouring man, on a co-partner*s divlfion of twelve acres 
of land, for which he pays 20/. per acre, will fupport a 
family of five, fix, or more, on the above food — confe- 
quently, the average coft of fupporting each incfividual 
of the family, would be 40/. per head 5 but then, if 
credit is given for the fpinning, working, and induftry 
of the wife and children, this coft might arife to about 
4/. a piece. 

The clothing is remarkably neat, clean, and ftrong. 
The coat ip moft commonly of fri^e, which is made up 
for about 20s, — the breeches always corderoy, and 
fome fancy Waiftcoat, are ihade up for about 20/. more ; 
the' hat, fhoes, fhlrt, and ftockings come to 16/.— fa 
that the whole fuit is made up for ^.2 : i6s. 



Price 
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Price of Wagfty Latour, and Provi/ions. 

The wages f<)r labour is from i^d* to 6d. per day, 
which they are allowed out of the rent of fome fmall 
quantity of land, which they hold, together with a 
cabin, at about 40/. per acre, and 40/. for the grafs of 
each cow — thofe are called cottiers — ^but thofc, who aie 
called on to work occafionally, receive 65J., fometimes 
more, per day, befide breakfaft and dinnrtr. 

The price of provifions fluftuates every year, and 
often within the fame year* The common price of one 
hundred of potatoes, (eight ftone) i$ from \s. to ax. 
though, this year, it amounted to five or fix. A hun- 
dred of oaten-meal generally fells at from 8/. but, this 
year, exceeded 30/* 

They feldom, in this county, want pronfions, and 
moft commonly difpofe of their redundancy to the coun- 
ties of Sligo and Rofcommon, at the markets of Car- 
rick*on-Shannon and Sligo. 



life of Beer and Spirits , whether either, or which is in* 
creafmg* 

Even before fpirits had rifen to the prodigious price 
they now bear, the ufe of them was rapidly declining 

VOL 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE COUNTY OF LEITRIM. 6; 

in this county, itlfomuch, that at fairs, markets, atid 
patron congregations they finifli their bufinefs at the 
former, pray at the latter, and then chat and difpute, 
without battery, bloodlhed, or drunkennefs, -which but 
a few years ago difgraced the meetings of thofe people- 
but, fincc thfe price of fpirits has become fb enormous, 
the peopW have moft perfeftly recovered their fenfes, 
and almoft totally left off the ufe of them. The ufe of 
beer is rather increafing, but thofe, who have not plenty 
oi milk have, it feems, by fome infpiration, acquired a 
knowledge, and the truth of Hippocrates's aphorlfm, 
which pronounces " fure running water the moji falu* 
l?rious leveraged 

State of Roads y ^ridger^ ^c. 

Some of the roads, particularly near the refidence 
of gentleriien, are in very good order ; but, in many 
other parts, parficularly in the pariflies of Cloon, Mo- 
hiU, Ini(hmacrath, and Killarga, they are (hamefuUy 
broken and bad. The bridges are in good condition ; 
there feems to be one necefFary ^t Fenah. 



State of Navigatkn^ and navigable Rivers, 

Ther§ is but one navigation,. and one navigable river 
in this county. Upwards of twenty years ago, the 
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old Navigation company opened a canal from near 
Longford to Battle-bridgei which b within three mile* 
of Lough Allen, and about the fame diftance of Car- 
rick-on-Shannon, A few locks only, and fome track- 
ways, are wanting to make this a complete canal. This 
was done for the purpofe of opening a communication 
between Lough Allen and Limerick, whichj all to 
about three miles, is effeAed, and even the greateft part 
of the excavation for thofe three miles finifhed. Slates, 
military baggage, and various articles, are now convey- 
ed by water from Carrickron-Shannon to Limerick. 
This canal will meet the Royal canal at Tormonbarry. 

The only river, which in a great part of its courfe . 
through the country is navigable, is the Shannon. The 
Royal canal, it is hoped^ will in a few years have ar- 
rived at Tormonbarry, l^jhich, by the old navigation 
canal^ may communicate with Lough Allen ; and as this 
lake, according to levels already taken, is upwards of 
one hundred feet, Mr. Klrwan fays, to a certainty 
eighty feet, higher than the fea at Sligo— but little, if 
any doubt remains, of a direft water communication 
between Dublin and that town, before any confidera:* 
ble lapfe of time. 

This opens a brilliant profpeft for the working and 
improvement of all the ores, clays, and collieries of 
Leitrim and Rofcommon, for the mutual interchange 
9f the redundant produftions of Leinfter and Con- 
naughty 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THfi COUNTY OF LEITRIM. 6^ 

naught, and for the fodal and enriching mtercourfe ol 
every fpecies of commerce. 



Of Fi/beries^ 

There are none in the county, except the catching of 
la few falmon at Bundrows, here and there a few eeU 
Viers, and everywhere the common rod and net-fifliing 
•of all lakes and rivers. The lakes and rivers are here, 
literally (peaking, all alive with various forts df fifti—* 
pike, bream, trout, falmon, eel, &c. but particularly 
perch, which any little boy, with tolerably good imple- 
ments, may catch loads of, from the beginning of May 
to the end of September — but their rods and hooks 
are in general fo coarfely prepared, as to undeceive the 
' fifti, and they come home often empty-handed ; I fpeak 
from experience, and fay, that from the immenfe abun- 
dance of thofe fifh, which can be caught by the means 
oijine hooks^ linesy fl'tes^ baits^ and nets^ in a very fliort 
time, that in hard times, fuch as the two laft fummers, 
it would by no means be degrading to public attention, 
to have boys a little inftrufted in the art and imple- 
ments of fifhing. It is impoflible, that a little boy, 
decently appointed, wth a fine hook, line, and good 
bait, could Ipend three hours at Lough Allen, without 
catching perch enough to fuffice a family of five or 
fix for one day. 

K 2 St(iU 
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State of Education, Schools, and charitable I(iflit^tioW> 

The ftate of educadon amounts to this and no more> 
that I believe it may be faid, without exception, that 
every father in the county fends his children to a neigh- 
bouring fchool, where they learn to fcrawl a little 
writing, to read as they are tapght, and fome of the 
fules of arithmetic Some make confiderabl^ profit 
dency in thofe branches, and turn out fmart pedlars, 
fhopkeepers, and dealers. There are fome of them 
ROW in Dublin, w^o have realized confiderablc proper- 
ties. 

In the town of Jameftown there was , lately built a 
decent fchool-houfe, by the Earl of Montrath, endow- 
ed with £*^o a year, which will foon rife to £.6a, 
intended as a free fchool for the poor of the neigh- 
bourhood. 

In the pari{h of J^lafnet there gre, frqm time immer 
morial, four acres of good land for the fupport of ^ 
parifh fchool. 

There is no infirmary, or charitable inftitution^ 
though Mr. La^ouche offered to the Grand Jury to 
contribute jf .500 for that purpofe. 

Of Abfentee and refident Proprietor s. 

^ Not one individual, except three or four, of thofe, who 
have confiderable properties in this county, refidcs with* 
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Iq \u Lord Leitrima Lord an^ Lady South well^ Right 
Hon.ThcophUu8 Jones, Lord Clements, Mr, Tottenham, 
Lady de Clifford, Mr. WUliam Rowley, Mr. Clements, 
Minor St. George, Lord Befborough, Right Hon. Da- 
vid Latouche and brothers. Lord Granard, Mr. Wynne, 
Mr. Crofton, Counfellor Carleton, Mr. White, Mr. 
Madden, Minor Keon, all hare very large properties 
here, and not one of them relides. 

Major Dickfon does refide, as alfo Counfellor John- 
fton, Mr. Nefbett, Mr. Cullen, Mr. Peyton, and Mr. 
Percy, befides about a dozen gentlemen of from three to 
feven or eight hundred a year. 



Of circulation of Money or Paper. 

In toaU trartfefHons money is the eurreocy — ift fergc 
ones paper-T^but ilaiKither large! not gn^ ib paper ob- 
jefted to. It is as currebt ks gold. 



Of Farming or Agricultural Societies* 

Of thofe we have none. The example of the 
united kingdom at large,- it is hoped, will foon trans- 
fufe its influence into this county, and induce the gen- 
demcn gf it to engage in an aflbciation, Everywhere fo 

produftive 
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prodaftivc of benefits the moft incalculable to the ill- 
terefts of farming, and econcbiical hufbandry. 



i)f ManufaBuresy whither increafmg. 

The chief manufaftures here are bleach-greens, of 
which there are four confiderable ones. Some of 
thofe follow the method of boilings in pot-afh, and 
cxpofure to the air. One, I have been told, in particu- 
lar, has launched into the new method of alternate 
fleepings in fulphuret and oxymuriate of lime, with 
alternate wafhings and dryings, but not without a ge- 
neral cry of complaint againft its efFefts, owing, no 
doubt, to the ignorance and mifmanagement of its con- 
ductors. 

A very large cargb of linens, bleached in this man- 
tier, has been very lately returned from Jamaica to 
Dublin, and thrown on the hands of a northern gen- 
tleman who fold it — ^law was at firft reforted to, but 
ultimately the affair was referred to three gentlemen, 
well verfed in that trade, and they awarded (the linens 
having proved quite rotten, though beautifully white) 
the Northern manufafturer to refund the price of the 
cargo, and every expence attending the freight, amount- 
to near ^^.3000 

This, it is hoped, will be a leflbn to ignorant and 
inattentive adventurers — the recital of which here, it is 

hoped. 
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hoped, will be excufcd, when a branch of tradc> fo 
vital to the intereft of the nation, is the fubjeft. 

The weaving trade is carried on in this county to a 
conAderable extent. 

Coarfe potteries are very numerous about Leitrim 
and Dromahair. They are carried on fo extenfively 
as to have gained an afcendancy over the wdoden ware, 
which is become fo fcarce and dear, as to have fallen 
almoft into difufe, Manufaftnres, it may be faid, arc 
on the encreafc, , 



Of encouragement to them^ and the peculiar aptnefs of the 
Jttuationfor their extenfion^ 

No encouragement, of a public or private nature, ^ 
that I could learn, has been given to any manufaAure 
of this county. As to the peculiar aptnefs of fitua-i 
tion for their extenfion, much has been faid — fo mucli 
indeed, under the different heads of^ mines, minerals, 
mountains, clays, canals, collieries, &c. See. that a re- 
petition of them here muft prove fulfome to the 
reader. 

Of Mills of every kind. 

There are only two kinds of mills here«— c<Jmmon 
nulls for grincBng oaten-meal, and tuck-mills. Of the 

former. 
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former, there are about fifty in the cdttnty— of ^tt6 
latter, ^wbich are for thickening frizes^ flannels. Sec. 
about half a dozen. There is a mill at Dramott, with 
which they grind wheat and oats.. 



Of Plaf2tations and Planting. 

Living perfons, who faw it, told me, that about one 
hundred yeats ago, almoft the whole county was a 
continued undivided foreft. From Drumfliambo, I 
ufed to hear them fay, to Drumkerrin, a diftance of 
nine or ten miles, one could travel the whole way, 
from tree to'tree, by the branches. 

All thofe forefts Inuft have been burned for fuel of 
cHrery fort, as the bogs, even at this day, are only begua 
to be nibbled at, about the edges, for turf. ^ They were 
certainly ufed as fuel for the numerous iron-works 
about Slieu-an-Jaroin* I myfelf have feen, at Mr, 
Reynolds's iron»works, near Dromfliambo, about thirty 
years ago, heaps of charred timber, as large as any 
three houfes in Dublin ; and thus has ancient indolence 
neglefted the fucceffion of coppicing or planting, and 
difrobed a country of native charms, which would cer- 
tainly render her extremely {nfturefque and romantic. 

About thirty years ago a fpirit of reviving, and reno-« 
vatiog the face of the country, fortunately fucccdded 
tQ that of indi^aee, devaftatiop, and want of tafttf. U 
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wsis not till tweaty^five years ago, that a rcgiftry had 
been kept of the plantations made v^ithin the county ; 
and out of that regiftry, kept by the Clerk of the Peace, 
I have taken the following lift of trees, planted for the 
laft thirty-one years : 

For Mrs. O'Donnell, of Larkfield, m 
Henry Scily, Efq. Qroufe-lodge, 
Wm. Bailly, Efq. at Cavan, &c. 
Pierce Sympfon, Efq. Drumfna, 
F. Johnfton, Efq. Gortormone, 
Robert Grogan, 
Patrick Cullen, Efq. Skreen, - 
Ditto, - - - - 
Ditto, - . - - 

Ditto, - - - 
Thpmas Law, . . ^ 
Con. O'Donnell, Efq. Larkfield, 
MaryShanly, - - 
James Elliot, 



1770, 


72.S9» 


1770. 


40,940 


1770, 


1,300 


1774. 


10,200 


1776, 


700 


1777. 


184 


1777. 


1,203 


1780, 


Irf)20 


I78I, 


6,43*5 


i79i> 


1,929 


1795. 


978 


1797. 


1,990 


1798, 


113 


- 


4,700 


Total 


i45>384 



. The trees planted were afli, planes, fycamore, beech, 
larch, elm, fir, , eaftern planes, white ditto, laurels, 
palm-trees, oaks, chefnuts, Weymouth pine, poplars, 
philerea, filver fir, arbutus, lauruftinus, alder, plumb- 
tree. 

U Bcfidc 
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Bcfide thcfe already mentioned, the 6thcr fdjjr gtti- 
ricmen, who do refidc, cannot be faid to be backward 
in tafte and extent of planting. 



Of the fff'eBs (f the Encouragement hitherto given to them 
by the Society y particularized^ in the Lift annexed. 

K The Jift contaios only an account of premiums givea 
to two gei^flemen, Mr. Nelbitti of Augbamore, and 
Mt. Lowther, of Bonnybegg, for planting Danifh forts. 

The time fmee the preminin had been granted to 
JMr» Nefbitt, having exceeded ten years^ has flippe4 be- 
yond the cognizMice of the Society. Mr. Nefbitj how- 
ever^ having been dead fome years, and his fasuly not 
having refided there, the place has totally faUeO into 
ruin and decay, and the plantations alio. 

Mr. Lowther's plantations, on the Dani/h forts, are 
in the higheft vigour, bloom, and prefcrvation. I have 
vifited them every one — enough cannot be faid of Mn 
liowther's care and prefervation of them. 

Of any Improvements y which may occur for futurt £n» 
couragementy and particularly fir the Prefirvatiofi of the 
7tees^ when planted. 

Moft of the high roads in Holland and the Lo\^ 
Countries are planted witfe double rows of trees, at 

fuch 
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fuch a diftance from the road, and from each other, 
as not to be injurious to either. It looks extremely 
beautiful and ornamental — it is alfo ufeful. 

The addidonal trouble to the road-makers, of putting 
down thofe plants^ is not worth mentioning, and the 
grand juries would find the addition to the county 
cefies a m^e trifle^ to contraA with a nurieryHnan for 
fupplying thf neceflary number of plants. 

Thisj erer fince I had beep captivated with the 
charnung effe£i of this kind of plandog in Holland^ 
often and often occurred to me, as a very cheap and 
very eafy method of enliveping the face of fome of the 
gloomy bleak parts of this country. 

As to the prefervation of trees, when planted, thej^ 
on)y require flielter, and fafety from cattle-^hedge^jxxws 
or quick-growing trees will flxelter them — and if de- 
tached, as thofe along the roads, a few (tones built 
about them to a certain height, with, or even without 
mortar, will elFedually fecure them from cattle* 



0/ Nurfiries nvithin th County^ and exUnt (f Sahs^ 



There are four large nurferics for trees and foreft- 
trees in the county, which fell trees to dif&rent parts 
of Leinfter and Connaught, In very great quantides* 



h Z Price 
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Price 9/ Timber^ and State of it in the County. 



The ft»te of timber in the county is tlus, that the 
great woods of Woodford, belonging to Mr. Gore, 
are cut down, and now felling, (almoft fold) ; that ex- 
cept a few trees, about Drumfha and Garadifc, and 
fome young and old plantations at Keonbrook, the 
only woods remaining are thofe of Major Dickfon's, 
at Woodville, and fome good trees and coppice-woods 
of Mr. Wynne's, near Lurganboy. 

The common price of timber is as follows : — For 
xnill-fliafts, whether oak or beech, from 4/. to 5/. per 
fquare foot. 

Oak poles from 2/. to 3J-. per foot. 

Crooked timber for boat-building, 3/. 6d^ per foot. 

Small mill timber, 3/. 6d, per foot. 

Afti, by the fquare foot, when it fquares two feet fit 
for hoops, from 5/. to 9s. per footj generally 3/. 3^. 
per foot, when it fquares from twelve to twenty 
inches. 

For ribs and rafters by the hand and bulk : — Aldkr, 
jj. per foot, twelve inches fquare. 

mm, IS. ^id. per foot, any fquare. 

Peal, ij". 6d. per foot, any fquare. 

Beech, 
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Beech, for cogs, 3/. 3^. per foot, twenty inches tnd ^ 
upwards fquare. 

Mr. Percy has lately fold 1000 of Ills okk and afli 
trees, and a fmall alder wood. 



^atttity of bog and wafte ground. 

According to the length and breadth, which Sir 
Wm. Petty gives tke county, that is, 48 miles long, 
and 13 broad, it contains, of courfe, 644 fquare 
miles, of which 322 are bog, water, and wafte ground. 
As from every obfervation I could make, not miorc 
than one-half' oif the furface of the county is green 
ground, and, dedufting 36 fquare miles, which I con^- 
pute to be the area of aU its water, there remain 
286 fquare miles of bog aad wafte ground, in the 
^county, 

Pofflbility and means of improving it. 

Thofe have clearly refulted froni the theory and 
experience of England, Holland, Iif eland, and Scotland* 
Our own countryman Mn Kirwan*s aphorifm on 
boggy foils claims every preference^ and of courfe a* 
recital in this place. 
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" BqgSyor icggy Scih," 

«« When thefe are well dried by fuffident draios, 
the nature of their foil fhould be explored by analyfis, 
and an appropriate manure applied. In general, they 
Ihould firft be burned, if capable of that operation^ 
then grayelled. If their upper parts cont^n a Xuffi- 
ciency of the carbonaceous principle, as often happens, 
they need not be burned. Limeftone gravel will an- 
fwer beft, or Time mixed with coarfe fand, or gravel, 
becaufe, in general, they are of a clayey nature. If 
more fandy, lime may anfwer well, or calcareous 
marie ; the preference in thefe cafts muft be decided 
by analyfis.'* 

Mr. Johnilon, in his Appendix to Elkington oa 
draining, lays — " If the bog is deep of peat, and very 
foft, fa as not to be fit to carry horfes for ploughing it 
the firft year, a crop of turnip broadca/l may be got 
by fowing the feed among the fpread allies, harrowing 
it with a light harrow and roller, drawn by men. 
The turnip fhould be eat off with flieep, and the 
ground will next year be fi> mi^ch confolidaled ^ ta 
admit the plosgh. 

If die fiirf;(LCe is not pared and buroed at all^ a courfe 
of fallow ^eu for two ywr$ will be neceffary, to re^ 
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ducc the foil to a proper modd, in the laft ftage of 
which the lime or other manure may be applied, &c« 

Johnfton alfo recommends, clay-marle, fea-fand, 
Ihixed with (hells ; a thin fprinkling of lime will caufe 
white clover and other fweet grafles to fpring up, but 
of all others, h^ fays, limeftonc gravel is preferable. 



MxtraB of an EJfay^ which gaintd the prize of agoldmedat 
from the Agricultural Society of Amfterdam* 

In talking of waftes, heaths, and untilled grounds, 
this Eflayer fays — " This land mull be often ploughed, 
cfpecially if it be of the fenny kind, beginning in fpring, 
then allowing it to reft five or fix weeks ; let the 
ploughing be repeated, fo on to the fixth or feventh 
ploughing, as it may be judged to require; the follow- 
ing fpring, when it will be tolerably laboured, and 
have felt the benign influence of the air and fan, if it 
be of the wet kind, in that cafe ten facks will be fuffi- 
cient (of peat aflies) for the morgen, equal to two 
Englifti acres." This fliews what an excellent ma- 
nure b turf-aflies, properly applied to thofe forts of 
Jands. 

Mr. Headrick has publiftied a learned and ela- 
borate treatife, on the cultivation of wafte lands and 
bogs. The following fafts call for particular attenti- 

oa 
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on: — He r^ites page loi, " That Mr. Smith has s 
field of deep bog, part of which was drefTed with 
lime, part with ftable dung alone, part with dung and 
lime united ; and thefe were applied in different pro- 
portions to different parts of the field ; part of it was 
pared and burned in the ufual manner, and to fome 
parts of the lall lime was applied. When I faw the 
field feveral years ago, (Mr. Headrick continues) fome 
time after it was thrown into paflure, the limed parts 
Were eafily diftinguifhable by a clofe fward of fweet 
herbage, in which white clover predominated ; and it 
was eafy to diftriminate thofe parts, which had re- 
ceived a great portion of lime from thole, which had 
got a fmall dofe, by the fuperior^clofenefs and richnefs 
of the herbage. Thofe parts, which had got both Kme 
and dung, carried a ranker herbage than thofe, which 
had got lime only, though of the fame quality with 
the former. The parts, which hid got nothing but 
dung, and thofe, which had been pared and burnt, ap-. 
geared puffy and bliflery, and tarried only a tuft of 
grafs here and there; but there were innumerable tufts, 
or rather patches of ijbrrel, and in fome places, this 
plant occupied the whole furface. Now this field was;, 
never fown with grafs feeds, but was left to gather 
fuch plants as nature might produce. 

At prefent, after laying more than (even years, the 
limed parts are covered with a rich clofe fward of 
naturijl graffes, abounding with white clover, and 

never 
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never were obfenred to throw up any fbrreSae plant> 
wlnle the duoged and burtit parts are wholly occupied 
with heathy which has lately induced Mr. Smith to 
drefs thefe parts with lime" 

Now from thefe recited mftances, which I have my- 
fclf feea verified in very fimilar cafes, fromt Mr.' Kir- 
Wan's theory, froni Johhftotfs direftions, from the ac- 
knowledged faft, that the eflfeft of lime appBed to bog 
H to neutralize the gallic ac|d, or tanning principle^ 
wUch refifts putrefaction and fertilization; indeed^ 
from the united experience of England, Ireland, and 
Scotland, that part of the Society's enquiry, viz. Th« 
poffibility and means of improving bog ieems to refolve 
itfelf into this general and fimple principle — that is, 
Fit^ to draip, and then in the tillage to manure the bog 
with either lime or lime/lone gravel. 

I know, as obferved in another place, two confider- 
able trafts of country in the county of Leitrim, the in- 
habitants of which have grown rich by carrying lime- 
ftone near four miles, and applying it burned, without 
any other adddition to red bogs and mountain, in the 
^rocefs of cultivating potatoes and oats. 

I faid however, general principley becaufe I know, 
though lime alone fucceeds fo remarkably well, it may, 
under certain circumftances, and according to the na- 
ture of the bog, anfwer better next with fand or 
gravel; different marks may be of coftfiderable fer- 
M vice, 
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,vicc, an#m order to bc-cridcally right, analyfis i»,n€^ 
ceffary for the accurate determination of the proporti- 

'^©n of fand, lune, or different fpcdes of marie applicable 
to the different forts of b(^. 

But generally, fubftantially, praftically, and even 

. theoretically fpeaking, as lime and limeftone gravel, 

.under njo circumftances whatever, decdve the hulband- 
jnan, but always produce him oflF the red mountain 
redundant crops, they may juftly, of courfe, be offered 
as a plain foludon to the enquiry of pofftbility and means 
to improve bogs. 

Obftacks to ity and beft means of removing them^ 

' Ko obltacle to improvement, in general, feems How 
to refide in the indolence, or want of native fpirit, and 
exertion in the people of this county. 

The efficient obftacles to the improvement of bogs, 
and mountains of this Ifland, are two in number; 
they appear rather remote, and hide themfelves from 
common view, but are obvioufly expofed to the eye 
of difcrimination and refearch. 

Thofe two efficient obflacles are fuperfluous grazing, 
or fattening of cattle, more than is ncceffary for the 
interior confumption of the Ifland; and expatriation 
of the vigorous and working part of the natives by 
recruiting and wars. 

Superfluous 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE COUNTY OF LEITRIM. 9^ 

Superfluous grazing pampers the bullock on all the 
rich foil of the nation, while it robs man, the real 
owner, of his right; it pampers and enriches the in- 
dividual grazier, while thoufands are ftarving for 
want of the wide trafts,' occupied by his unwieldy 
herds. 

But this fiiperfluous grazing, it may be objefted; 
fliould rather, as it really does, drive fwarms of 
unfortunate beings to barren flcirts, and into the 
black bogs and mountains, where eventually they 
muft reclaim them or die. It does, no doubt, but un- 
der what circumftances ? in thofe bogs they reluftantly 
throw up a kraal-like hovel, and fpiritlefs and com*- 
fortlefs, unexperienced and untaught, they - dig and 
work out a half ftarved exiftence, while the wet and 
filth of the half-open half-thatched hovel produce 
colds, rheumatifms, fevers, &c. Two thirds of the 
family obtain the wifhed for grave, and the remaining 
third fqualid, emaciated, and difabled by confump- 
tions and rheumatifms, wander out the remainder of 
exiftence in beggary and pain ; I fpeak from fafts, to 
which I have been too often a witnefs. 

It is under far other circumftances than thofe, that a 
diminution of grazing would produce th^ occupation 
and improvement of bogs. 

If this country had not for many years been ex- 
haufted in population, by expatriation, baniflimeat 
pito mQuntains, and confequent mifery and death, ta 
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vrk^ addidooal myriads would not our uumbcrs htve 
Icmg fiace eucrcafed? it vrovld oply aoooy any rea« 
der to expatiate oa the confeqneaces of the encrpaib 
of population. Every one knows^ that proiperity and 
it are fynonymous i ^he arts and iciences, trades^ 0U« 
nufa£tures, and >^ealth Would have long fince ariien to 
every achme of perfeftionj thofc trades-people and 
inamifa^urersi ^s in the North, which teems with 
people and induftry, would come to any pjrice for a 
few acres of good land, which would foon induce 
the grazier, findiKig it fb much his intereft| to leave ofF 
, grazing, and fufTer wan at length to occupy his owq 
£elds and afTume-His native empire over the Jfrut€. 

Undqr all thoTe drcumft^ces population would fbon 
encreafe to fuch numbers, and with fuch tenfold ra« 
pidity, as to oblige the inhabitants to refort to the cul«^ 
tivadon of bogs and mount^uns j not crippled by igno^ 
ranee, defppndency, nufery and difeafe, as in the firft 
inAance, but flufhed with fpirits and wealth, and in? 
Arufted in every Icnowlcdge of improvement, that fci- 
ence could iqfufe into the experience and praAice of 
agriculture, they would reap abundant and cheap 
harvefts. 

Short %nd precarious leafes are no doubt a material 
obAacle^ but as to the idea of {ong leales, which 
might encourage the tenant to imprqve, it need not 
be entertained^ Individu^ landlords vill pmrfue their 
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dd habits and ioierefts, fo much fo, that from that 
fburce I am certaia nothing can be expe£):ed> uokft 
the kgUlature gracioufly interfered, and en^ed lea&s 
iR^thqr for evcr> or very long terms, to be made to 
monmm tenants. 

Habits ^indu/fry, or want tfit among the people^ 

Every fpecies of induftry they know any thing, of, 
or can learn, has obtained complete afcendancy over 
indolence, idlenefs, dninkennefs, and dillipatioq; 

U/e of th E^glt^ Icmguage^ whether general or torn 
far encrei^ng* 

The ufe of the Engliih language is quite get^eral in 
this county ; very few of the old people, who dont 
jpeak it ; the children are all fent to fchool ; any of 
them addrefled in IfiOx will always a&fwer in E^gliih. 

Recount ofTowersy Cq/lles^ Mtmajierfesy ancient BuHAngs^ 
and places remarkable for memorable events. 

As the pettieA toparchs in ancient, and ^ven down ta 
modern times, were called kipgs, it bai\g the only title 
of (Minion they had been ac4uainted with ; fo alfo 
it appears, that a petty hut <:ompor^d of hurdles, waa 
ftyled a palace, a fprt, gcq. 
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The king paramount or monarch'^ houfe, was 
called in Irifh Mddhchnarta, or the vifiting plain; the 
Mnnfler and Leinfter palaces were called Lting- 
muimhneach, and Lung-laighneach ; but the Con- 
naught palace was defignatcd by the name of Coiftr- 
choiinachtach, which, with very little paraphrafe, 
may be tranflated the Ho^itable Hall of C^nnaught ; 
a name peculiarly charafteriftic of that part of the 
country. But hurdles and fcraws, in all human pro- 
bability, were the materials of thofe caftles^^ for 
Doftor Keating in his account of Turgefius, that laft 
lafcivious tyrant of the Danes, beftdws thoie names 
upon his refidence ; it is a( this day yifible ; I myfelf 
know it, having vifited his fort, the remains of which 
are ftill extant on the high hill, which to the weftward 
hangs over Mrs. Pollard's charming villa, on the beau- 
tiful Loughlane, id the county of Weftmeath : not a 
veftige of either ftone, brick, mojrtar, or any material 
neceflary for erefting a caftle is here to be found, ex- 
cept a great ditch and fofs ; and we may eafily con- 
clude, from, the facility, with, which Maoilfeachluio, 
King o( Meath, bujft into this caftle, for hi^ entrance 
was not all owing to finefle, and refcued his beautiful 
daughter uninjured from the embraces of this hoary 
lecher, from which followed the extermination of the 
Danes, that thofe names of forts, caftks, palaces, 
&c. according to their modern meaning, had been mit 
applied to thofe royal habitations. In ftill much lator 

tiniea 
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times the Irifli had no walled or ftone caftles, accord- 
ing to Roger Hovedon, who fays, that Henry It. 
in the year 1171, built a palace of fmooth rods near 
St, Andrew's church, without the city of Dublin, 
when he, with the kings and princes of Ireland, cele- 
brated the feflival of the nativity of our Lord** 

When Roderic O^Connor, in the year 11 62, built a, 
caftle at Tuam, it was then called the wonderful caflle; 
even in England, the caftle of Pembroke, built by 
Montgomery, under Henry the Firft, (fee GiraldusCam- 
brenfis) was built of fmall rods ; and Agard tells us, 
that, prior to the Norman conqucft, very few and very 
weak were the caftles of England, but that, immediate- 
ly confcquent thereon, they became, for the purpofe of 
external and internal defence, not^lefs numerous than 
ftroBg. An account, therefore, of any very ancient 
caftles in the county of Leitrim is not to be expcfted 5 
the few, of which any remains or account exifts, are 
the following, 

Dromahare Cajlle. 

Now fo called, was not built by the O'Rorkes, as is 
generally fuppofed, and ftated, no doubt by miftake, by 
Grofe,V.2.p.55; for we find, that in ida6, theDukeof 

Buckingham 

♦ It will appear in the Report of Mayo, that caftles, 
churches, and chriftianity, exifted in Ireland, in thefrft cen^ 
tury of the chriftian itra. 
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.Bttcfcisgham made a gnint to his brother, Sir Sdwitf4 
Villiers, of 6,500 acrea of arable land^ ac4 5,114 rf 
wood and bog, 10 the barony of Droinabare, Vibisk 
Kad before been granted to the Duke, 5th of Jann^^ 
1626 ; and the fame was conveyed, by patent, to Sit 
WilUam Vtiliers, on the refignation of Robert, Earl of 
Nithfilale, and his brother James Maxwell, 5tb Sept* 
1628, to hold in capite for the ferrice of one knigbt'e 
fee, and the rent of 38/. 6/< 6d^ the premifes being 
ere^edinto the manor of Bromahare, with many iar^pe 
privileges, and a daufe of buildingy within four y^rs of 
£ud laft date, a cattle, iixty feet in length, twenty^ur 
in breaddi, and thirty-two in height, with a bawa of 
ibor hundred feet in chrcuit, iaclofedby a wall of four-* 
teen feet high. The ruins are of the ftipnlated exteo^ 
and exbibk nothing cnrions, but the amiqi» air, pecit« 
liar to boildiiqfs of that perbd. It is very pleafafidjr 
£iiuated, in criew of ibc Bonnet rhrer^ B«it tfais^ 
fo far from being O'Rorke's caille, fecms to. have 
been, in all probability, the deftruftion of the real. 



aRorysCqfilcorHaU, 



Which is (ituated a little lower down, and nearer 
the river, for it may well be believed, that the ruined 
ftate of this hall muft be owing to the ftones having 
been uied in the building of thia caille by Sir Wm. 

Villiers. 
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ViHicrs. TWs caflk ho^crer, firoBia View of the remain*. 
9i its niins^ muft have beep ftrong and fpadous : the re* 
maiztog windows^ .according to the cuilom of thole 
tiflies, are high, narrow, and dark, and to a modem ob* 
fervcr throwa gloom on its memory^; There is a ver^. 
t^e representation of it in Grofe's Anti^uides, taken 
from an ordinal drawing by Begari, in the collection 
of the Right Hon. Wm. Conyngham. 

That O'Rorke'd hall is more ancient than Sir Wd- 
liam's caftle, requires no further proof than to recoUeft, 
that fm<^ the period of z628, the O'Rorkes bnilt 
Mither halls nor cafUes ; the Pc^'s Bull of the king«* 
dom to Henry the IL fanftified }^j, aU ,t)ie clergy, con- 
i^ed :at Waterford, having tx^nj centiifies .biefoi^Cn 
t<^gether with the neee0ary fubmi^on-of Roderid, laid 
^ fdoada^n of fordgn cooque^ tipd f<nr t^ cx»i- 
ftjant poflfeffion, which it is well kpowa the YilUcrs'fik 
stad thdr affigns have enjoyed fince their firft obtain^ 

ingit. 

) . ( 

Jame/lown Cq/i/e» 

Here a caftle, charmingly fituated on the baftks of the 
Shannon, was built by Sir Charles Coote in the yfeat 
1623, to whom this town and large eftates in Lei- 
trim were then granted; very little of the ruins of 
this caftle remain.' It was in the year 164; taken by 
• N the 
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^6 Cirl af C^rlbgford after ilie difcharge 6f a feijlr 
^ttees 6f tscaot ; ui 1689 the UntiHMlcfters tC(d£ 
JkttieftbiliFil tmder the cbmmaiid of Ccdemel LlOyd, 
after it btilk flirfe f r6m the fenemy. Holireter, the Irilfe 
^attMiiglgdiiftitb great numbers onder Sarsfleld^ 
^e gkrrifoti dbaado W it^ attd retreated to SCgo. 

Caflle cf Lrnig-field^ 

VTai fctdit by %h«(yRblrkM; Maji^r li&itfai Aim* 
j&dhgi after the battte <^ Cavao^ todk j^c^a^ffion o€ 
it. ife h^ two daughters^ one of ^hOAi Mrak Aar-^ 
tied t^ Mr. Jdlmftdil of AhstcafiUsfs tnceftdri Hib 
iaftle fteuls t^have been Srong^ bm of Mi^eu|g^ 
^^itMrkfiiaiiflujP) if itMi m^yysAgt by tile one giable of 
k) whieh )reiniBi9$ it fttfi^ twd m^ks foath of New^ 
tenvngor^* 

Caftlefore^ 

Between Fena and Cafcarganj is fitnated on the 
edge of a deepiAarIb> abont 100 perches eaftofthe 
toad} it feems to have confifted of three irr^ular 
fides, and tbree balHons, one of which is {till abont 
half entire ^th a profufion, of portholes. It was 
built by Colonel Coote, towards the middle of the 
1 7th. century^ and during the nnhappy rebellion of thai 

period 
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period was plundered axid burned by the treachorjr 
<^ a female iervant. 



CqftUJohn^ 

Oq m UlApd of ]Lotxghflpir, bttilt by John Boynoldt 
in tbe reiga pf Qji^^n l^i^gb^th i thrrt ii a g ood ?icir 
^f it ki Grofc, 

Chncorrrich Cqfile^ 

Built by the O'Rorkes ; it is drefled out smd added 
%0f fo as ut prefent but little to refembk a caftle : it 
Ktg Midiia half a- nile €i CariigaUeit. & vaa, here 
John a&OFke fon of Thady, the laft.^ tk^f fmil$ 
who liyed in any degree of iplendof, refiibd ^tA 
continued to rejGde, ua^ in the rdgn of Queen 
Elizabeth,, being envied by ^certain favourites of th|t 
Queen, he was at a court of claims, hel4 at (3af rigaU 
len, deprived of his eibtes and bafiardiced on dift 
evidence of Abbot Macawar^ ( idm is to fat Ipso in 
CyCornyn's Kfe of Bryan O'Rorke, O'Cornyn beftows 
on the abbot epithets the mbft opprobrious, which 
from his chara£ier as an hiftorian, and a gentleman, 
may well be fuppofed to have been fully and fairljT 

due to the rev. abbot.' 

*- ' - • * - - . . ' ... «... J ■ ■ . ' , 
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The remains oftvfo Cqfiles^ 

Are extant on the banks of the Leitrim tart of 
Loughgill. That, near thefouth extremity, is laid W 
have been built by Diirach O^Rorke ; the other on 
the weft by the Parke family ; neither of them exhi- 
bits any thing uncommon except their fituation on that 
beautiful lake, and being furrounded by hills and 
mountains nearly refcmbling thofe of North Wales. 

Caftle Car^ . 

- Was built by the CRorkes in the diftrift called 
daxKiar^ about three miks northweft/ of Manorhanul-* 
t<Mi ; it is a very iimque grotefque figure, ' bdpg feven 
feet broad in the„ wall, ,though only 42 feet in length, 
by 30 broad, and 30 high, or thereabout 5, the very 
'few and very fmall windows are of the loophole fe- 
mijfy one only excepted) which may be ab<Mit 4 feet 
Iquare, and all irregularly placed^ 

Dungarbery Cajlle. 

Witlmi a quarter of a mile of the fe^ ; there is only 
o»c ardi} aver which is a gable remaining -, it fccms 

to 
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to have been of fome extent, an<J was buik^by Lady 
Ifabel Clancy, in the reign bf Queen Elizabeth, 

Woodford Houfe^ 

I ^ ;/^ 

Is built on the ruios and iite of one of the CRorke^ . 
caftles. 

X Manorhamilton Caftle^ ' 

* * . ^ 
Situate on a gentle eminence, . adjcMnlng the town 
of that name, was bmlt by Sir Frederic Hamilton^ 
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth; it meafur^s 105 
feet long by 93 broad, and feems to be about 40 feet ^ 
high, furrounded by a firong wall, and four baftiims^ 
one at each corner. It was, hcyood comparifba, tlio 
largeft, ftrongeft, and handfomeft, in the co^nty» 
being beautifully quoined and corniced at each of the 
fiories with hewn ftbne; the ftones, of which4t is 
buUt^ are intermixed with micaceous particles .refei^« 
bling fome ore. 

Druidical Akars* 

^ Of thofe I met but two in the county, one very 
brge^ within half a mile iiorth«eaft of Fena> inother 

at 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ STATISTICAL SURVEY 

M the road fide^ on the 4emdhe of Iietttrfyafi^ Tbf 
natives call them *Leaia D^t^mudis Grains^ or I%bf 
and Gr^e's bed, who they fuppofe muft have been 
King and Queen, whoic bed could have been, in very 
early times, ornamented by fuch a canopy or ftone 
teller, while others n^uft have been content with 
loaves and bttibes to rtpofe among. 

The diffetent anecdotes and memorable events, rda^ 
tive to many of thofe ancient bnildings and places, 
althon^ prefcribcd by the Dublin Society as a fubjeft 
of redtal, I muft beg leave to decline relating in full 
extent, as fuch, no doubt, was the tacit meaning of the 
Societf. For, though every ^beral man muft defptfe 
the caiifis^ from which too many of them aro(e, .and 
muft lament this charming, country having & long con* 
thmod a (cent of devaftation,: and the mdbmcholy 
tfiftim of tyranny, ^bigotry, and party intrigue, they 
will, I befieve^ on refleAion eaf3y conclude^ diat 
Uding'thoie barbarons traits in the back-gronnd of 
any plfture of this country, converting the daggers of 
aflaffinadoninto implements of hufbandry, and treachery 
and dark defigns into harmony and fbcial order, ac» 
cords beft with the interefts and ideas of the nineteenth 
century,. 

MONASTERIES 

* I hsre to thank a gentleman, who perufed this maou- 
fcrtpty for informing me, and his decifion in points of this 
l^nd. is indiiputablci that the fc^ meaning i4 the word L^aia 
is not W but j4liar, from ^e Chaldee Lehab^ a flame. 
. ttMiftvcir, the oommoB vulgar acecptatioB of L^ita it #^ 
wptMibly from the iimilitude the form of it bears to that of an 
anar* 
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MONASTERIES. 



Tfaofe monafBc tvm, cafik$> &c. i hate vifited 
Cfttj QOCf and have cither agreed witb> or itfbred 
from th4 atudent aathoritiea 00 thoie fiib|fAs» as far 
m x>ctlar vproo^ of ^crj auth^tic ioformatioa- iea» 
4ered it aepefftty^ 

Arcbdalli if I may judge by his MoimflacoB Hiber^ 
8iciiim» neftr,.ccttmiif:j^vei,m&!cd thofe placet^ bfe 
qiioiss atxaodom.frdm otheirs, who, litev hioilelfy ace 
iU frequendy ern»iepu& 

A8!t(kthe antiqitity of bmldhigs of diis fbrt^ fiiidki|^ 
the J»eft \mtears are not agreed, and fedmg, that thnfi— 
ObA^ "i^hich.a long lapTe of ages diSbies orer aU fab^ 
jeOssinvoIVQs this m the<x»nmon cloud, that point ^hetis»^ 
fore I Ihall sadertake t!0 detide, and (haU fNroeeed t^ 
«leftry3ie fneh of them as I can find any account o^ 
^tter ^x^ricten or tradi;doaal. 

Crevkcu ^ ■ 



Called alfo Ballyruarc and CarrickptOricL^ I cannot 
omit obfervihg, what a baftard mongrel thoie words 
are» neither EnglUh nor Iriihi but a corrupted mmila- 

- tioft' 
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tion of both. Though I take them from Archdatt*s 
MonaAicon HiberQicum) page 408^ the real name is 
Craoibhliathi which means the Grey branchy of the three 
orders of St. Francis, for whom this houle and 
church were built. . They are commonly odled Grey 
Friars ; the other two names are not lefe corriipted. 

This is in the barony of Dro^ahalr, near the town 
of that name, and iituate on die riversBonnet^ which 
falls, into Loujghgill, in the centre, as ufiial,!of the 
^ncft:and molt fertile plms of die county: it was 
built A. D. 1508, by Margaret CyBrien, otherwife 
O^Rorke, daughter of Lord O'Brien, and wife, to 
Eugene, Lord O'Rorkc, in her viduity. She died in 
iji^y .and was interred here. Mr.:Ware fays in his 
MSS. v. 14, that this buildmg never was finiihed. 
Thie walls of the church and. convent areiHU nearly 
«itite».: There are feveral curious figures on the walls 
4uiid over ibme graves of the Murroughs, the O'Cor- 
A3nis^ a very ancient.family, the O'Rorkes, &c. The 
great O'Rorke lies at full length on a tomb over the 
burial ground of his family. This building is of the {ixnt 
extent with the Abbey of Sligo, but is coiMldered in** 
ferior in the execution of the workman(hip. 

By an inquifition held in the reign of James the If. 
the laft abbot was found to be pofleflcd of the fol- 
lowing lands :---One carrucate, or quarter of land, and 
the reftory of Krellew, containing two carrucates of 
glebe land 5 the reftory of Cloonloheryone carrucate ; 

the 
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t^ic rgftpry of Proml^is, two carrycate^ of gkbc, and 
many otl^crsi forsimg a great extents ap4 ?U th^ tithes 
^ thj? %nc, valued at 40/. annually. 

In the foregoing account^ Wje fee the names abbey 
ai^d abbot m^de ufe of> ^vhich muft clearly be owin^ to 
naiftakc, , or wai^t of acquaintance with the difference 
}>^tweeQ abbey and monaflery^ abbot and guardi^ \ 
theinfti^utions w^re and are totally diftinft. Thp guar- 
dians fp called prefide as (iiperiors in monalieries and 
convents over certain religious 6rder$ ; the abbot> to 
whom more wealth ^nd cpnf^<jueiace attached* ruled th? 
abbeys. 

Fionagh, 

In the pari(h of Fena, near the village of that natncy 
is an old abbey l^uil.t jby Saint CaiUin, in thi^ eaft end o^ 
which is a window pf curious workmanfhip; it is 
not unlike, but larger and handfomer than that in the 
north g^ble of th^e church t^eloqging to jthe 9I4 man's 
hofpital J and u^ the weft ,i^nd, which isvaulted, divine 
fervice had been performi^d fpr jhe proteftant inhahir 
tants, until a church ^as ereftcd for that purpofe 
^ few yeiirs ago, a little higher up the f^jxic 6el4^ 
this pjace was celebrated in fprcQier ages for its fchoq^l 
,pf divinity, and was the general rff^rt pf fttide^^ 
from all parts of Europe. 

i, . <o S»int 
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Saint Caillin was bilhop and abbot of Fcna ia 
Brcifne in the lifetime of St. Columb. Tr. Th. p. 449. 
Joth O'Raddaghan, a truly good man, died A. D. 
1377. Annal. Loughkee. 

It is to this day confidently tradidoncd by the neigh- 
bouring inhabitants, that, when St Caillin began to 
build this abbey, an evU fpirk pulled down by night 
what was crefted by day ; the faint enraged at this 
oppofition refolved to check his mifchieVous aAivity, 
and having blefled fome ropes had them drawn along 
the top of the building, to prevent his approach ; but 
Satan more wicked than wife attempted to break the 
holy barrier, and got fb entangled among the chords, 
that he could not difengage himielf, and afforded a 
pleafant fpeAacle in the morning to the monks, who 
did not difmifs him without due caftigation. 

To perpetuate the memory of this triumph of Saint 
Caillin^s, there is a line engraved in high relief about 
the middle of the caft gable, which reaches from north 
to ibuth, reprefenting this miraculous rope — ^and on the 
north fide, about twelve feet from the ground, is alfo 
engraven, in high relief, a figure of the evil Ipirit, on 
the wall, with part of the chord in his mouth. 

The only rcfemblance this figure bears to any known 
animal, is to ibmething of the canine genus. It is 
drawn as if ftealing to the north eaft corner, where it 
has fcized in its mouth one end of the great chord, all 
fours, at full pull to tear away the rope, and by the vi- 

fiblc 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE COUNTY OF LEITRIM. . ^9 

fibk violence of force expelling excrements in abun- 
dance, indicating reproach for, and defeat in his at<» 
tempt* 

- Jameponun Friery. 

Burke fays, there had been a Frandfcan friery here, 
which was only remarkable for being the place, where 
the Roman Catholic prelates aflembled, 6th of Auguft, 
1650. The forces of parliament were everywhere fuc- 
cefsful, and the affairs of the King and Catholics w;ore 
a rueful afpeft. The Duke of Lorraine, qn all occa* 
lions, profefled his attachment to both, and declared 
that he was ready to afllft them, on the mortgage of 
any confiderable town, with men and money. The 
Lord Lieutenant ordered Lord TaafFe, Lord Athenry, 
and Mr. GeofFry Brown to treat with him, and to offer 
Galway in mortgage. But the Duke had far other 
projefts — he wifhed, by his pretended zeal, to induce 
the Pope to legitimate children, which he had by a fa- 
vourite miftrcfs. The Pope, for the advancement ofi 
religion, and the Catholic caufe, foon granted his pray- 
er, and the Duke no fooner accomplifhed his objeflr, 
than he played the trick of fome modern allies, and 
deferted his contraAed faltk 

The clergy, without confulting the government, met 

itt Jameftown, and nominated commiffioners to enter 

02 ' into 
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into i treaty xt^iOi atiy foreign poWel-, 4h8 ^ii r^iif 
to aid them. 

The curious reader may not be dUpleafed to fet thetf 
names and titles. 

Hugh O'Reilly, Archbifliop of Armagh, John Burke, 
Archbifhop of Tuam, John Culinan, Bi(hop of Ra- 
pboe, Eugene Swiney, Biftiop of Kilmore, Frauds Kir- 
wan> Bifliop of Killala, Nicholas French, Bifhop of 
Ferns, andProftbr to Thomas tleming, and clofe rela- 
tive, *tis laid, to the prefent member for Rofcommon, 
Anthwiy Gcogiiegan, Bi/hop of Clonmacnois, Walter 
^Xyncb, Biihop of Clonfert, and proxy for Edmond 
tiempfcy, Bilhop of JLeigblin, Arthur Magennis, Bi{hop 
of Bown and Connor, and proxy for the Bi(hop oi 
Drbmoire^ James^ Abbot of Cong, Thomas £er- 
aan. Abbot of Boyle, Charles kelly, £)ean of Tuarn^ 
Bernard Egan, Prb^or for the provindal of the Domini- 
cans, kichard £lelly, f rior of kathbraii, Thady ^gan, 
i^rpvofl: of Tuam, Luke it'lunket. Chaplain to the Leln- 
tter army, &c. John Dowly, Abbot of Kilmanock, 
Walter laos, Apoftolic Prot<nioury, Treafurer of 
terns, and proxy for the l^rovofi of the collegiate 
churth of Galway. 



In the barony of Lekrin^ near Loughboffin.----Am 
abbey was ere£led here A. S. ^66, which is now a 

pari£ti 
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pariih cEurch.— ii^. Hib. Cofiry.-^Tftie only vcftlgc 
of the abbey is a few curious ftonesj in tne fouth gable 
window. 

Clone. ^ 

Near the river Clohei^ in the barony of Mobilli Saj^t 
Frioch, or Froedi, about the year 570, founded an 
aboey, at Cluahcohmacne, in the territory of* Mmrite- 
rcoliiis, and county of Leitrim> which was formerly id 
great repute. I'he founder is alfo the patron of ttc 
houfe, which originally wis called Cluancholhuhg. It 
Is dow known by th^ name of Clones aha is a panfli 
ichurci, in the diocefe of Ardagh — 2r. Tk.p. 452. Jt^* 
S.S. p. 344. — ^The abbey ftones are vifible in the Win- 
dows, and fome of the church wall i^ compofed of 
what originally made part of the abbey. 



DromUas. 



Said by-Tr. Tb.p. iSo, tobe on the borders of Loa§it 
Gill. It is not there^ but about five miles fouth eaft dS, 
% in the county of Leitrim. There is now a<^ ai tracts 
<^ any fuch building* Hhi Protefht&t cfaurdi of Drmii«« 
leas was probably built on the fite of it» within a finall 
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mite ibut}i eaftof Dromahare. The MSS. fiotes to 
Ward fay it was built by Saint Patrick, who placed 
Saint Benignus over it. 



Kilfiaille. 

We find a religious houfe of this name in' Breifn^ 
but are doubtful whether.to place it in this, or in the 
county of Cavan. Ssdnt Natalis, or Naal, was abbot here, 
and died A. D. 563. His feftival is obferved on the 
ayth of January. — Calendar, quoted by Mon, Hib. 

The ruins of this abbey, I find, are in the county of 
X.eitrim, fituate in the centre of a green field, on the 
verge of Killowmawn lake. This whole fcene, con- 
trary to the general fituation of houfes of this kind, 
lies on a wildextenfive black mountain, about five miles 
fouth of Manorhamilton. Curiofity, as well as duty, 
led me to view this fcene. The lake, on which I am 
now fifhing, produces a profufion of black trout, from 
a fmall fize to lolbs. weight and upwards, of exquifite 
flavour. If they Ihould refufe the bait or flie, they can 
be caught by baflcetfuls, in a rivulet iflidng from the 
lake. This, moft probably, was the inducement to 
imild this mouaftery in fo ftrange a fituation, and moft 
Ifrobably alfo, it was -built by monks of the Carthufiaa 
order, whie), according to their rules, abftain totally 
* ■ * from 
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from eating flefh-meat, and fettled here for the conve-^ 
Bience^ abundance^ and excellence of the fi(h. 



Moy Abbey f 

At the village of Newtown, on the borders of the 
. county of Cavan. It was very fmall. No account or 
tradition of it. 



Corrogh Abbr^Tarmon Abbej^ 

Both on the weftern borders of Lough Allen. la 
Tarmon Abbey refided nuns, until defiled and expelled 
by CromwelFs foldiers. Two ladies, of the name of 
Magauran and O'Rorke, then prefided. They were 
both women of Angular beauty and piety. Tradition 
is filent about the others. 



Leitrititf 

This village is fituate on the Shannon, within two 
miles and a half of Carrick-on-Shannon ; and, though 
not the capital, it g^ves name to the barony and county, 
from which we may infer, that Leitrim was once n 

place 
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^oe of note. St Mc. lipgasp fon of Ceniac> was Qi- 
ihop of Lc^thdromzD, and hia feftival is obferved on 
the 8th of Ecbruary.— -/£ff. 5. S. /. 223, and Ward^p. 

The fmall remnant of any ruins now at Ldtrim re- 
ftmbles more a military fortrels, than any clerical 
building— K)ne vras, moft probably, conveited into the 
other ; and if the town ever was of any note, it is 
B0W9 and has been for many years, io unpeopled and 
deferted^ that fcarce one remains there to tell any 
thing about it* 

Stuate in the barony of fhe fame name, and diocefe of 
Ardagh. Saint Manchan, the patron of the Seven 
Churches, built an abbey here for canons regular, in 
the year 608, and died in the year 652* Many glebe- 
lands, vaflal's fees, tythes, &c. were given to this 
church, which was dedicated to the Virg^ Mary — 
VJber^p. 969, AB. 5. 5. 332, 333, and Ware^ Mon. — 
On the diflblution of this abbey it was found, that two 
carrucates, commonly called cartrens of land, each 
containing eighty acres, and called Byfcadenan and 
CSpwkbao, IQgedier with Gordfad and Dromiachoey 
, ^ caf tcefi, were part xA the poffef&ons of this abbey, 
Md of the fjafijDal value ()i£*2< 6s. : Z4. IxiOx money* 

. Chief Remembrancer. 
On 
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On part of the lite, juftjiear the river, «nd of the 

ftones of the abbey, is bulk a handfoime proteftant 



church. 



There was here an abbey, two miles north of Fcna, 
' faid to have been built by Colomkil. It is on a fmaller 
fcale than thofe of Fena. No further account remains 
of it. 

^ Doiremelle.^ 

On the banks of Lough Melvyn, in the lower 

. Breifne, a nunnery was founded by Saint Tigernach 

for his mother. Saint Mella, who died before the year 

787. He alfo erefted for himfelf the monaftery of 

Killacidh.— ^5. S.S.p. 796. 



OiUari iorta Infe^ 

Or the ifland of Infe^ which is the genitive cafe of 
Inis^zvL ifland. This little ifland contains five or fix 
acres, and is fituate near the entrance of the Shannon 
into the northern extremity of Lough Allen. On this 
p fi^nd 
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Afffid this rematos of a churcb-^-lbe lUore meafures fftjr 
.fleet by thirty. The windows and rnins of the aUks 
ieeoi/to be proportionate. All that tradition inCdrais ns 
about it iS| that it iir'as built by Saint Beoy, to whom 
many fpring-wells in that neighbourhood are conie* 
crated, where his fcftivals are celebrated to this day, 
with much piety, and no fmall degree of mirth, on the 
Sth of March. 

In former times, howerer, this ifland and church 
. mull have been held in profound veneration j for the 
pariih now called Mpnterkenny was anciently, and 
fometimes to this day, is called, in Irifh, the parifli of 
the Ifland. It was, time immemorial, the burial-place 
of all the country furronnding that part of the lake^ 
and many were the perils and hardships attending thofe 
• intermfoi^ — for m^ch fooner would tbw fri^ds fufFer 
the remains of the deceafed to get putrid on the Jhore, 
cxpe^ing a calm hour, or boldly brave th^ Aormy 
waves, in a crazy little boat, to reach this land of pro- 
mife, than fufFer the interment to take place in any oth^r 
ground j until, early in the laft century, a good old 
man, of the name of Mc. Parian, built at his own ex- 
pence the walls and gables of a church on terra firma, 
at Kilbride, and had the ground confecrated, in order 
to induce the neighbours, by thofe outward (igns of 
fanftity, to forget their aquatic fuperflition. But, not- 
"withftanding all his exertions, and thofe of many others 
fmce his time, fo ftrongly ftill does the prejudice re- 

. mab» 
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main, that I myfclf havje known, for days together, the 
coffins to have remained on fliore, covered with fand, 
and the good old neighbours fitting around them, 
fmoaking and dramming, and, expofed to the ftormy 
elements, indulging in all the blended luxury of friend- 
{hip and grief, until at length a returning calm inteXf 
rupted the blifsful reverie, and the leflening boat, ex- 
prefCire of the long and lafl; adieu, had clofed the 
fcene. 

Of many inftances, in Pagan times, of this watery 
demotion on the Continent, it may not be deemed incu- 
riotts to obferve, that Tacstm it\k us the Batavians 
worfliipped an ifland on the Rhine^ This fuperftiticm 
the Firbelgs, who came from that cotfntry, probabfy 
introduced among us. That Ac Firbelgs ditf cbtnfe 
'^firom that country, the very name vir Mgicus demod* 
ftrates. AU the Germans, Ugh and low, give to tBe 
letter v the found of^^and to^, the hard found df 
riiat letter in the word ga/r^pi fo that thfeif and ofir 
found and pronTmdatK)a of the n^mt predfely agree-^ 
as aUa ddes this ftperftition, which they left us, and 
which for ajges fb vigoroufly fiourifhed throughout die 
kingdom. Witne6 the iflands' ofLoagMkee and Lort^'^ 
dergf which is to this day (cdnti^ry to fbme wriittea 
accounts of it) vifitcd and prayed on with fiich pecu^ 
Bar fcrvencjr— our prefent Jw/, air OUtan-^m-hrJe — the 
IfKhd ^ Tarry, &C.&C. ^ ^ 

pa Whether 
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Whether the County has been aSfualiy furveyed, nvhen^ and 
whether the Survey is publj^ed ? 

This county has been aftually furveyed by Sir Wm. 
Petty, in the year 1683. The furvey is publiflied. 

Weights and Meafures^ liquid or dry ; in what in/lances 
are weights aj^gn^for meajuresy and via verja ? 

There arc in this cotiaty two forts of weight, one by 

which gold, filver, and medicines are fold ; it is called 

troy^weight. The other, by which all other things, 

wa^res, merchandize, &c. arc fold ; it is called avoirdu-- 

j^is. weight. ^The avcdrdnpois pound contains 7000 

.gtdi^'f the troy pound only 5760, that is, lefs by 1240 

;grains» The pounds are alfo differently divided 5^ the 

UTO^d^pols poujjd ha$.i6 ounces, the troy twelve; 

. fourteen pounds avoirdupois make a flon^. 

The liquid meafures are thofe common in meaiqring 

' wl^esj fpirits^ &c. the gallon, which contams foyr 

.quartsi th(? quart two pints, the piftt fixteen ounces, 

^ t^ ounce ei^ht drams. 

Weights ^ur^ npw in all cafts and inftances ufed and 

affigned for n^^^fur^j^ but meafure is Jiardly ever affig^- 

cd for weight, except in felling very fmall quanti^s of 

grain or meal, and then the pint, quart, or gallon, are 

the B(ieafurQs. ufed. 

The 
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OF '^HE COUNTY OF LEITRIM )io^ 

f '• 

7bi weight ir Mia/urey hy which grain, fiour, potatoes^ 
butter, isfc. are/old^ 

They are all fold by avoirdupois weight, fourteen 
pounds to the fton^. In fome parts of the county the 
number of ftones to the barrel Taries, and the fiones 
alfo vary in the fcale pf di^rent jjraias^ but it is avoir* 
dupois all through. 
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AJJ*HABETICAL LIST 
NOBLEMEN AND GENTLEMEN, 

* WHO HAVE 1«ARGE PItOPERTIES ^ITHIN THIS COUNTTf 

_f^ ^ .^ijjovf' no places (f Rejidence therein. 

BESBOROUGH, Lord 

Clements, Liord 

Clifford, Lady de 

Clements, Mn 

Crofton, Mr, 

Carleton, Mr. 

Granard, Lord 

St. George, Minor 

Jones, Right Hon. Theophilus. 

Eeoni Minor 

Latouche, Right Hon. David, and Brothers* 

Leitrim» Lord 

Maddent Mr. 

Rowley, William, Mr. 

Tottenham, Mr, 

Wynne, Mr. 

White, Mn 

RESIDENT 
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OF THE COUNTY OF LEITRIM in 
RESIDENT GENTLEMEN OF PROPERTT. 

ALPHABETICAiLy PLACED^ 

-ALGRO, Lewis, Glanboy. 
O'Brien, Mr. DfUmfahan^ 
O'B^irac, Mr. Jaw«|/?(wiJ. 
, O'^Tien, Robert, 
Conyngham, Bryan, Porte. 
Crofton, Duke, JfcA///; 
Carter, John, and brothers, DromUafe. 
Cullen, Rev. Mr., $ireeny. 
Croftofl, Mr. Lurgan. 
Dickiba, Major, WoQdviilt. 
Gore, John, Woodford. 
Irwin, Rkhai-d, Uromfalla* 
Johnfton, Counif llor, Oakfield. 
Johnfton, Robert, Headford. 
Johnfton, Robert, Ahacafhet. 
Johnfton, Andrew, Addugold. 
Johnfton, Francis, of Goriormone^ and brother*. 
Johnfton, John, Friar^s-town. 
Keon, Mr. Keonbrooh. 
Lawder, Edward, Qhver^hill. 
Moreton, Johnfton, Mr. 
Percy, Mr. Garradife. 
Reynolds, Mr. Lettetfyan. 
Simpfon, Mr. Drwnfna. 

Shxiibf,MumNj^e/d. 
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OF FAIRS 

COUNTY OF LEITRIMt 
TtJuHfremWatfm*s Farmet^s atmanachfor l8of* 



JANUARY- 


Caftlccarrigan 


ift. 


Dromahare 


Ditto 


Dromod 


Ditto 


MohiU 


8th- 


Leitrim town 


22d- 


FEBRUARY. 


Drumkcrria 


iith. 


Cloon 


-1 2th. 


Drumihamba 


DittQ 


MohUl 


2Sth- 


Newtown 


Ditto 


MARCH- 




Dromod 


28th. 


APRIL- 




Cloone 


6th- 


Mohitt w 


9th- 


' 


MAT. 
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MAT. 



Carrigallen 


•^ 


7th. 


Manorhamiltoa 


• 


8th. 


BaUioamore , 


— 


I2tbi.. 


Carrickdrumruflc 


* 


Ditto 


Lurganboy » 


-' 


15th. 


Dromod 


- 


i<9th» 


Drum(hambo 




18th. 


I^Qgfield 


- 


Ditto . 


Drumfna 


- 


20th. 


Newtowa 


*" 


25th. 


Twllaghan 


'- 


Ditto 


Cloon 


* 


2dth. . 


Dnimkcrrin 


* 


27th. 


Jameftowtt 


•- 


28th. 


\ 


JUNE. 




MohiU 


• 


4th. 


Drumfhambo 


'- 


1 2th. 


Cloon 


•- 


13 th. 


Dromafaare 


«k 


i6th. 


Drumfna 


• 


22d. 


Lurganboy 


- 


Ditto 


Caftlegarrigan 


'•- 


24du 


Newtowngore 


- 


26th. 


Dromod 


- 


29th. 
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MaaorhaniU^Q 


« 


ift. 


MohiU 


■m 


sdi 


Jameftowa 


- 


ottu 


Ooon 


- 


lodt* 


DrumfliambD 


- 


i6ui* 


Dromkerria 


-* 


iStlt 


Dromahiire 


<m' 


sift. 


MohiU 


- 


31ft. 


AUGUST 


» 


Tullaghaa 


- 


4th. 


Carrigalka 


- 


1 0th* 


CarricWromruflc 


nth. 


Cafcarngaa 


- 


I4tk 


Dromod 


- 


i5di. 


Lurganboy 


- 


21ft. 


Drumfba 


.- 


25th/ 


Ncwtowa 


- 


I%tto 


Clopn 


- 


26th. 


SEPTEMBER. 


MohiU 


. 


... ,y 
10^. 


C3oon 


-- 


3^b. 


OCTOBER 


• 


Drnflifliai&bo 


•» 


6th. 


l^ramfoa 


•m 


7th. 


* 
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Manorhaxxultoa 


m 


7th. 


Carrigalljen 


* 


8th. 


Longfield 


- 


loth. 


Dromod 


^ 


lith. 


. Newtowngore 




15th. 


Dromkerrin 


m 


xpth. 


Lnrganboy 


m 


a3d. 


NOVEMBEk. 


QOOQ 


* ' 


2d. 


Dromahare 


*«' ' 


Ditto 


TuUa^an 


- 


5th. 


Ballinamore 


- 


latb. 


MohUl 


m 


Ditto 


Dromfhambo 


m 


16th. 


Manorhamiltoii 


- 


iptb. 


Carrickdnimruflc 


• 


23d. 


Newtown 


• 


25th. 


DECEMBER. 


Lcitrim town 


* 


ift. 


MohiU 


•m 


3d. 


Dromod 


• ' 


5th. 


Drtimfna 


- 


14th. 


Tnllaghan 


m ' 


I5th« 


Jameftown 


m 


2lft. 


Dnimkerrin 


m 


23d. 


Carrigallen 


- 


25th. 


Longfidd 


*. 


28th. 



»«l 



JBngli/i 
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En^K/b Limn fairs. 
. BitlSTOL. 

March ad. 
September xft» 

CHESTElt 

Jtdj 6th. 
0£U4)er totb. 
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I The borrower must return this item on or before 
the last date stamped below. If another user 
places a recall for this item, the borrower will 

, be notified of the need for an earlier return. 

1 Non-receipt of overdue notices does not exempt 
the borrower from overdue fines. 
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Please handle with care. 

Thank you for helping to preserve 
hbrary collections at Harvard. 
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